Upcoming Schedule
Today, April 19 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on Thomas Sunday
Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
1:00pm Bible Study & Youth Greek School

Wednesday, April 22 5:30pm Great Vespers for the Feast Day of St. George the Trophy-Bearer
6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class

Thursday, April 23 9:30am Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day of St. George the Trophy-Bearer

5:00pm Men’s Brotherhood Meeting in the Parish House
6:45pm  Parish Council Meeting

Saturday, April 25 3:30pm Holy Baptism of Noah Milligan
5:00pm Great Vespers

Sunday, April 26 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Woman
Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy

1:00pm Youth Greek School
Wednesday, April 29 5:30pm Vespers

6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class
Thursday, April 30 10:00am Orthodox Book Study at Taste & See in Downtown Macon
Saturday, May 2 11:00am Spring Fling & Youth/Philoptochos Yard Sale (until 7:00pm)
Sunday, May 3 9:15am  Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Paralytic

Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
1:00pm Bible Study & Youth Greek School

Saturday, May 9 5:00pm Great Vespers

Sunday, May 10 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
Sunday School for the Youth following Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship following the Divine Liturgy
1:00pm Youth Greek School

Wednesday, May 13 5:30pm Vespers
6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class

Thursday, March 14 10:00am Orthodox Book Study at Taste and See in Downtown Macon

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 6:45pm  Parish Council Meeting

Orthros. part 1 Upcoming Epistle Readers (4/26) Haris Sorovigas, Nicholas True; (5/3) George Saratsiotis, Caroline Saratsiotis
LIATOS, part 1 . . Upcoming PC Member On-Duty: (4/26) Maria Spicer; (5/3) Kathye Patras; (5/10) Jim Lekas; (5/17) Kostas I.
o 859 First Street | Macon, Georgia 31201 | 478.621.0744 (office) Upcoming Ushers: (4/22) Maria S.; (4/23) OPEN; (4/25) Erick + Cheryl S.; (4/26) Sarah , Haris (4/29) Maria S.

www.holycrossga.org | Facebook: HolyCrossMaconGA Upcoming Video Operators: (4/23) Cristina L; (4/26) David Z.; (5/3) Cristina L; (5/10) Kostas I; (5/17) David Z

Fellowship Hosts: (4/26) Haris Sorovigas; (5/3) Eleni Adams; (5/10) Cristina + Sofia Lekas; (5/17) Maria B + Joanna
Sunday, April 19, 2026

2nd Sunday of Pascha: Sunday of Thomas

Divine Liturgy

Our Parish Hymn of the Holy Cross of Christ:

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your | s@oov Kupie 1ov Aadv cou kai eUAGYNoov 1AV KAnpovopiav
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil | cou, vikag Toig BaciAelol kata BapBéapwv SwpoUpevog Kai

Orthros, part 2 Vikat : J1 KO I )
and protect us all by Your Holy Cross. 10 0OV QUAGTTWY 1A T00 ZTaupPol cou TTOAITEUNA.

St. Pafnutius the Hieromartyr
: vt 16 To our Visitors and Guests: We extend a warm welcome to all worshiping with us today!
Eothinon/Orthros Gospel: First (Matthew 28:16-20) While Holy Communion, following ancient practice, is offered only to Orthodox Christians, non-
Mode of the Week: Festal / ng I'optrng Orthodox may receive the blessed bread (antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service.

OR Codes (scan with smart phone for service texts) Please join us in the Parish House after the Divine Liturgy for Coffee Fellowship!




Epistle Reading

Meyog o0 Kbprog nquav, xal ueyain n
oy DS avTOD.
2tly.  Aiveite tov Kvpiov, 6t ayaldog
Kvpiog.
+++
llpdewv v Amootoiwv o0
AVAYVOOTUO.
+++
'Ev 10ic Muépaig ékeivaig, o0 TV
YEPDY TOV AmocTOADV £yiveto onueio
Kol Tépota &v Td Ao TOALA" Kol ooV
opoBvpadov  Gmavieg €v 1]  otod
2OAOUDVTOCT T®V 08 AOW®V OVOELG
ETOM0L  KOAMGoOot — avtoilg, QA
EUEYAALVEY QDTOVG O A0OG HOAAOV OE
npocetifevto miotevovieg 1@ Kupim
A0 AvopdV TE Kol YOVOIK®DY, OOTE
KOTO TOC TAOTEIOG EKQEPEWV  TOVG
dofevelc kol TOévon E€mi KAWGV Kol
kpapattov, tva épyouévou Iétpov kav
1] OK10 EMGKIAOT] TV AOTAV. GLVIPYETO
0¢ Kol 10 mANB0¢ TV TEPIE TOLEWV E€iC
Tepovooinu @épovteg acbeveig ol
OYAOLULEVOLG VIO TVELLATOV
akaBdptov, oitiveg  €0gpamevovto
dmoavtes. Avaotag 08 O dApylepevs Kol
TévTEC 0l GOV avT®, 1) 0V AIPEGIS TV
Yaddovkainv, énAncOncav (niAov kol
EméPalov TOC YEIPOG OVTAOV €Ml TOVG
arootdélovg, Koi E€Bevto oavTOLg &V
mpnoel omuooiq. dyyeiog o6& Kvpiov
owr thg vuktog fjvoiEe tag Bvpag Thg
PUAaKTG, &Eayaydv TE aVTOVG Eime’
nopevecbe, kol otabéviec Aareite v 1@
lep® 1@ Aad whvta T prpata thg (ofig
TOVTNG.

Great is our Lord, and great is His
strength.
Verse: Praise the Lord, for the
Lord is good.
+++,

The reading is from the Acts of the
Apostles. (5:12-20)
+++

In those days, many signs and
wonders were done among the
people by the hands of the apostles.
And they were all together in
Solomon’s Portico. None of the rest
dared join them, but the people held
them in high honor. And more than
ever believers were added to the
Lord, multitudes both of men and
women, so that they even carried
out the sick into the streets, and laid
them on beds and pallets, that as
Peter came by at least his shadow
might fall on some of them. The
people also gathered from the towns
around Jerusalem, bringing the sick
and those afflicted with unclean
spirits, and they were all healed. But
the high priest rose up and all who
were with him, that is, the party of
the Sadducees, and filled with
jealousy they arrested the apostles
and put them in the common
prison. But at night an angel of the
Lord opened the prison doors and
brought them out and said, “Go and
stand in the temple and speak to the
people all the words of this Life.”

The Holy Gospel Reading according to St. John (20:19-31)
Thomas Sunday

Ovong oyioc Th MuéEpe €keivn Th W TOV
coffdrov, Kol t@V OupdV KEKAEIGUEVOV
émov foav ol podntai cvvnypévor Sid TOV
poPov tdv Tovdaimv, AAOev 6 Tncodg xai
£€otn &ic 10 péocov, Kal AEyel avToig gipnvn
Vulv. kol todTo gimav £0e1&ev avToig TAG
YEPOG Kol TNV TAELPAV OOTOD. EYOpMoaV
obv ol padntai iddvreg tov Koprov. eimev
obv avtoic 0 Incodg méAv: eiprivn Opiv.
KaOAC AMECTOAKE pe O maTnp, KAYD TEUT®
VUAC. Kol ToDTO eimwv &vepvonoe Kol AEyet
avtoic AaPete Ilvedpo Ayov: v tveov
apfite TOG Quoptiog, doeievior avtoic, v
oV kpathte, kekpdtnvial. Qoudc 8¢ &ig
€K TOV 0ddeKa, O Aeyouevog Aidvpog, ovk
nv pet’ avtdv 6te MABev 6 Incodc. Eleyov
0OV aT@ 0l GAAOL podnTai EmpaKopey TOV
Koprov. 0 8¢ elmev adtoic: éav pun 10w &v Taig
YEPCLV aOTOD TOV TUTTOV TAV HAWV, Kol BAAm
TOV OAKTUAOV LoV €iG TOV TOTTOV TOV HA®V,
Kol PBaA® TNV YEPd pov €ig TV TAELPAV
avtod, ov un motevom. Kol ped’ Muépag
OKTO UMY Noav Eom ol podntai odTod Kol
Ooudg pet’ avtdv. Epyxetor 0 Incodg TdV
Bupdv kekdelopuévov, kol £otn €ig TO pécov
Kol gimev: eiprvn Opiv. etta Aéyet 1 Oopd-
Pépe TOV SAKTLAOV Gov MO Kai 1de TAGQ
YEIPAG LoV, Kol eEPE TNV YEIPA cov kol PdAre
€lg v mAevpdy pov, kol un yivov dmotog,
BALY TIoTOC. Kol Amekpidn Owudc Kol ginev
avt®d 60 Koptog pov xai 0 Oedg pov. Aéyet
avt® O Inocodg OtL  Edpaxag e,
TMEMIOTEVKAG HOKAPLOL ol pun 106vteg kol
motevoaviec. TToAAd pév ovv Kkoi GAAC
onueio €moinoev 0 ‘Inocodg évomov TdV
ponT®V avTod, 0 0VK E0TL YEYPOUUEVA EV
1@ PPAle ToVTE TOdTO Of YéypomTor iva
motevonte Ot Incodc €otiv 0 Xplotog O
Vi0g ToD BeoD, Kal Tva motevovteg (ONV
&ymre év 1@ ovopaTL avTod.

On the evening of that day, the first day of
the week, the doors being shut where the
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you.” When he had
said this, he showed them his hands and
his side. Then the disciples were glad when
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, even so I send you.” And
when he had said this, he breathed on
them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained.” Now Thomas, one of
the twelve, called the Twin, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in
his hands the print of the nails, and place
my finger in the mark of the nails, and
place my hand in his side, I will not
believe.” Eight days later, his disciples
were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus
came and stood among them, and said,
“Peace be with you.” Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my
hands; and put out your hand, and place it
in my side; do not be faithless, but
believing.” Thomas answered him, “My
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet believe.” Now Jesus did many
other signs in the presence of the disciples,
which are not written in this book; but
these are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing you may have life in his
name.



HOLY CROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer

IIpoiotauevog/Presiding Priest

Cell: 770.256.0290

Office Days: Tuesday through Friday: call or email Fr. for appointment
Holy Confession: call or email Fr. to schedule

E-mail: frtheodore@holycrossga.org

Bulletin for the week of April 19, 2026

Ushers on Duty: Cleo Benette, Jim Lekas

Altar Servers: All Adult/Youth Servers

Epistle Readers: Helen Tongol (Greek); Cheryl Schwartzkopf (English)
Fellowship Host (Thank You!): Toula Tsamolias

Video: Cristina L.

PC Member On-Duty: Kostas Iakovidis

Today our Holy Orthodox Church
commemorates:

+ Second Sunday of Pascha: Thomas Sunday

(Kuprakr) Tov Owud)

On the evening of the Sunday after Passover, while the disciples
were gathered behind closed doors in fear, Christ miraculously
appeared among them, greeting them, “Peace be unto you.” He
showed them His hands, feet, and side, and even ate before them,
confirming His bodily Resurrection. However, Thomas, who had
not been present, refused to believe, insisting he must see and touch
Christ’s wounds himself. Eight days later, Christ again appeared
to the disciples, this time with Thomas present. He invited Thomas
to touch His wounds and urged him to believe. Confronted with the
risen Lord, Thomas confessed, “My Lord and my God,”
proclaiming both Christ’s humanity and divinity.

This day is called Anti-Pascha, meaning “in place of Pascha,” as it
marks the first Sunday after Pascha. From this day forward, every
Sunday is dedicated to the celebration of the Resurrection.

+ The Hieromartyr Pafnutius (ITagvovtiog) of
Jerusalem and 546 martyred along with him (+284)

+ The Holy Martyrs Theodore (@e68wpog) of Perga
and his mother, Philippa (OWinta) (+138)

+ The Holy Martyrs Socrates (Zwkpatng) and
Dionysius (Alovioiog) (+138)

+ Our Devout Father George (Tedwpyog) the
Confessor, Bishop of Pissidia (+741)

+ Our Father among the Saints Tryphon (TpU@wv),
Archbishop of Constantinople (+931)

+ The Holy Glorious Monastic Martyr Agathangelos
(AyaBayyelog) of Esphigmenou on Mount Athos
(+1819)

+ Devout Symeon (Zuvpeawv) the Barefoot, abbot of
Philotheou on Mount Athos (+1594)

Through the intercessions of Your Saints, O God, have mercy
on us and save us. Amen.

Variable Hymns of the Day in the Divine
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (page 8 in
the Pew Book):

e  Hymn of the Resurrection (Xptotog avéom, Plagal
15t Mode):

XpIoTdg AvéoTn €K vekpWv, BavaTtw Bavatov TTATAoAC,
Kail TOIG €v TOIG PVANAGCT, WV XAPIoANEVOG.

Christ is risen from the dead, by death trampling down
upon death, and to those in the tombs He has granted
life.

e Special Entrance Hymn (Ev exkAnoiag, 2nd
Mode):

Bless God in the churches, the Lord from the fountains
of Israel. Save us, O Son of God, risen from the
dead. We sing to You, Alleluia.

e Hymn of Thomas Sunday (Eo@payiouévov tov
uvnuarog, Grave Mode):

The tomb being sealed, You rose from the sepulcher, O
Christ God, the Life. And the doors being shut, You
came to the disciples, O resurrection of all. Through
them You renew a right spirit within us, according to
Your great mercy. (Greek text found in hymnal on pg.

154)

e  The Hymn of the Holy Cross is not sung today due
to the feast.

e The Kontakion of Pascha (Et xat ev tagw, Plagal
4th Mode):

Though You went down into the tomb, O Immortal
One, yet You brought down the dominion of Hades; and
You rose as the victor, O Christ our God; and You called
out "Rejoice" to the Myrrh-bearing women, and gave
peace to Your Apostles, O Lord who to the fallen grant
resurrection. (Greek text found in hymnal on pg. 274)

Guidance, Prayer Requests, and Announcements

This Week’s Daily Commemorations,

Fasting Guidance and Scripture Readings:
Sunday, April 19: Thomas Sunday

Fast Free
Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 5:12-20; John 20:19-31
Monday, April 20: St. Theodore the Trichinas
Fast Free
Acts 3:19-26; John 2:1-11
Tuesday, April 21: St. Januarius and those with him
Fast Free
Acts 4:1-10; John 3:16-21
Wednesday, April 22: St. Theodore of Sykeon
Wine + Oil
Acts 4:13-22; John 5:17-24
Thursday, April 23: St. George the Trophy-Bearer
Fast Free
Luke 21:12-19; Acts 12:1-11; John 15:17-27, 16:1-2
Friday, April 24: St. Elizabeth the Wonderworker
Wine + Oil
Acts 5:1-11; John 5:30-47, 6:1-2
Saturday, April 25: St. Mark the Apostle and Evangelist
Fast Free
I Peter 5:6-14; Luke 10:16-21

Prayer Requests for Health of Soul and Body:

Metropolitan Alexios, Fr. Symeon (mission priest supported by our
parish), Fr. Mike, Panteleimon, Kassiani, Dimitri, Georgia, Maria,
Valerie, Dianna, Jeannie, Dawn, Kenneth, Mary, Kay, Helen, Nikki,
Austin, Carolina, Maria, Laurie, Lindsey, Randy, Marina, Effie,
Christina, Ashley, Bessie, Katerina, Karl, Colin, Mitch, Rinne,
Michael, Christian, Paul, Lucas, Nicholas, Kevin, Andy, Karen, Vera,
Adam, Debbie, Alberto, Sadith, Richelle, Paul, George, Christina,
Kristen, Diane, Lydia, Lucy, George, John, Pauline, Bill, Nicholas,
Mandy, Benjamin, Brenda, Gabriel, Barbara, Taylor, Elizabeth,
Rich, Penny, Brian, Gracie, Woody, Braeden, Nikitis, Donna,
Joellen, George, Yianni, Emilie, Pete, Sloan Georgia, Dimitris,
Patricia, Luis Miguel, Debra, Lanny, Katina, Nikos

Prayers for those recently reposed:
Kalliopi (+March 7), Irene (+March 8), Marion (+March 24),
Brian (+April 13)

Prayers for expecting mothers:
Amanda, Kémie (baby born 4/8), Sophia

Prayers for Military Personnel
and Their Families:
Benjamin George Davis, Joseph Fajloun, Kyle Glotzbach, Robert
Ice, Joseph Viteri, Daniel Vogt, Aleksander Zajac

Prayers for our Catechumens and
Inquirers into the Orthodox Church:
Adam, Alexander, Amanda, Amber, Aryn, Avery, Billy, Bobbie,
Brianna, Dakota, Darryl, Debbie, Deia, Gabrielle, Gavin, Grayson,
Hannah, Jessica, John, José, Kyle, Macayla, Maegan, Mary Emma,
Nate, Noah, Philip, Sarah, Sophia, Susan, Tammy, Tristan, and pray
for those who are seeking Christ and His Church!

Weekly Wisdom of the Fathers and Mothers of
our Holy Orthodox Church:

The Hymnographers of the Church point out this reality about
St. Thomas touching the side of Christ (from the sixth ode of the
canon of Orthros): “When fearfully Thomas put his hand in Your
awesome and wondrous life-bringing side, with trembling hand he
perceived in You both Your operations, O Christ, two natures, God
and man, unconfused yet united; and believing with fervor he cried

aloud, saying, “Jesus, You are Lord, God exalted over all; You, our
fathers’ God and ours, for evermore are blessed.”

Upcoming Celebrations This Week

Name Days—Chronia Polla, Many Years!
April 19: Thomas Roden, Tom Zdrakas

April 23: George Cazacu, Ben George Davis, George Drakopoulos,
George Gordy, Reagan Habib, Norberto Geore Hernandez, George

Takovidis, Jace George Johnson, Georgia Karras, George Lane,
Tennessee George Morris, George Saratsiotis, Georgia Saratsiotis,

George Stefanis, Richard George Stewart, Georgios Tarasidis,

George Tserpelis, Georgia Tserpelis
April 24: Maggie Elizabeth Bennette,
Caroline Elizabeth Saratsiotis, Beth Zoumberis

Birthdays—Happy Birthday!
April 19: Georgia Karras
April 21: Sofia Danforth, Antigone Michalakis,
Christine Sprouse, Mina Stewart
April 24: Tony Bennette
April 25: Elizabeth Saratsiotis

Anniversaries—Congratulations!
April 24: Maegan & Billy Hughes
April 25: Maria & Greg Spicer
(If you have a celebration that did not make it into the bulletin,
please e-mail Fr. Theodore!)

Announcements:
* Thank you to everyone who contributed during Great Lent,
Holy Week and Pascha. Whether you prepared a meal, adorned
icons, organized handouts in the pews, picked up trash or helped
in any other way, your time and talents were truly appreciated.

* As a reminder, we do not kneel or make prostrations
during this Paschal season (until the Kneeling Vespers at
Pentecost) due to the resurrectional and joyful theme of this
liturgical season! We also do not pray the prayer “O Heavenly
King/Baou\ev ovpavie” in Church or in our private prayers during
this time until the Feast of Pentecost. We begin our prayers during
this time with the singing or recitation of Christos Anesti/Christ is
Risen thrice!

* The Introduction to the Orthodox Church class will begin
anew this coming Wednesday at 6:30pm in the Church/on Zoom.
Father Theodore will be sending an email to all with more details.

* The Orthodox Book Study will begin anew next Thursday,
April 30 at 10:00am at Taste and See in Macon.

* Spring Fling will be on Saturday, May 2nd. We will be setting
up the Friday before after work. Please mark your calendars. We
are asking all GOYANS, Young Adults & NSYA to please sign up to
work this event (see link in Father’s Bulletin email).

* Yard Sale: The Youth, jointly with the Philoptochos, will be
having a Yard Sale Fundraiser during the Spring Fling
on Saturday, May 2! Great opportunity to shed your excess items
and also help raise money for our youth activities and the work of
the Philoptochos. Please bring your items to church and we'll store
them in the back building for you until then. We'll have several
tables, and a tent and we'll need day-of volunteers who aren't
already promised elsewhere that day. Thanks in advance!

* Men’s Brotherhood will be having a meeting in the Parish
House this coming Thursday at 5:00pm. The topic will be about
Modern Masculinity and the Church.
Xp1otog Aveomn - Christ is Risen!
AMOmg Aveotn - Truly He is Risen!



