Upcoming Schedule

Today, February 8 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Prodigal Son
(Godparent’s Sunday)

St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival at the end of Liturgy
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Oratorical Festival
12:45pm Bible Study

Tuesday, February 10 6:30pm Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day of St. Haralambos
Wednesday, February 11 5:30pm Vespers
6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class in the Church/on Zoom
Thursday, February 12 10:00am Orthodox Book Study at Taste and See in Macon
Saturday, February 14 9:30am Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy & Memorial Service for the Saturday of the Souls

Sunday, February 15 8:15am Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy on Judgment/Meatfare Sunday
Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
11:00am Spring General Assembly
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the General Assembly
1:00pm Youth Greek School

Monday, February 16 President’s Day / Office Closed
Tuesday, February 17 6:30pm Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day of St. Theodore the Recruit
Wednesday, February 18 5:30pm Vespers

6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class
Thursday, February 19 10:00am Orthodox Book Study at Taste and See in Macon
Friday, February 20 6:30pm Not-So-Young Adult Gathering at the Schwartzkopf Home
Saturday, February 21 9:30am Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy & Memorial Service for the 2nd Saturday of the Souls
12:30pm Parish Council Meeting
4:00pm Holy Baptism of Daniel Vogt

Sunday, February 22 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on Forgiveness Sunday

Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
6:00pm Forgiveness Vespers

Monday, February 23 6:00pm Great Compline on Clean Monday (beginning of Great Lent)
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH Upcoming Epistle Readers (2/15) George Saratsiotis; Cleo Bennette; (2/22) Chad Ridley, Sarah Drakopoulos
Orthros, part 1 Upcoming PC Member On-Duty: (2/15) Jim Lekas; (2/22) David Zoumberis; (3/1) Chad Ridley; (3/8) Maria S.
B A ] 859 First Street | Macon, Georgia 31201 | 478.621.0744 (office) Upcoming Ushers: (2/10) Natalia S.; (2/11) Cristina L.; (2/14) Eleni A.; (2/15) Sarah D., Haris S.; (2/17) Natalia S.
: Upcoming Video Operators: (2/14) Norm; (2/15) Joanna; (2/22 AM & PM) Natalia; (2/23) Daniel; (2/25) Natalia
www.holycrossga.org | Facebook: HolyCrossMaconGA Fellowship Hosts: (2/15) Maria McCluskey; (2/22) Cheryl Schwartzkopf; (3/1) Tassie Cantrell; (3/8) Beth Zoumberis

Divine Litur;

Our Parish Hymn of the Holy Cross of Christ:

Sunday, February 8, 2026

Sunday of the Prodigal Son

St. Theodore the General
; . .- To our Visitors and Guests: We extend a warm welcome to all worshiping with us today!
Eothinon/Orthros Gospel: Second (Mark 16:1-8) While Holy Communion, following ancient practice, is offered only to Orthodox Christians, non-

Mode of the Week: Second / Aeltepog Orthodox may receive the blessed bread (antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service.
QR Codes (scan with smart phone for service texts) Please join us in the Parish House after the Divine Liturgy for Coffee Fellowship!

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your | s@oov Kupie 1ov Aadv cou kai eUAGYNoov 1AV KAnpovopiav
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil | cou, vikag Toig BaciAelol kata BapBéapwv SwpoUpevog Kai
and protect us all by Your Holy Cross. 10 0OV QUAGTTWY 1A T00 ZTaupPol cou TTOAITEUNA.




Epistle Reading

Toyvg puov kai Huvnaois pov o Kvpiog,
KOl EYEVETO UOL EIC OWTNPIOVY.
2tiy. Houoevwv éraioevoé ue 6 Kopiog,
Kol 1@ QovoTw ov TaPEOWKE LLE.
+++
Ilpog KopivOiovg A’ Emiotolijg
Ilaviov o dvayvawaouo.
+++

Adehpol, mavta pot EEeotv, AL oV
TOVTO. GLUEEPEL ThvTa Hol EEECTLY,
GAA" oK €y €Eovolactnocouat VO
TIVOG. TO Ppopoto Tf] KOWig Koi 1)
Koo toig Bpopacty: 0 & Oed¢ Kol
TNV Kol Todto Kotopynoel. 10 O
o®duo ov T mopveig, dALd T® Kupio,
kol 6 Koplog td chpatt 6 8¢ ®eo¢ koi
tov Koplov fjyelpe kol nuog €Eeyepet
o Th|g duvhpemwg avTod. ovK oidate
0Tl 10 copota VUOV péEAN Xplotod
goTv; dpog obv T uéAN Tod XpioTod
momow TOPVNG UEAN; Un Yévolto. i
oVK oidate 0Tl O KOAAMDUEVOC TH TOPVN
&v odud €otv; Ecovton yap, enotv, ol
dvo €i¢ obdpka piov: 0 0& KOAMMUEVOS
1® Kvupio &v mvedud €otl. pevyete TV
mopveiay. Tav Quaptnue 6 £0v momon
dvOpmmoc EKTOC TOD COUATOG 0TIV, O
0¢ mopvevwv €l 10 1d0ov  oduo
apaptivel. i ovk oidate Tl TO cAU
ou®dv  vaog tod €v duiv Avyiov
[Tvedpotdc €ottv, ob Exete dnd Ogod,
Kol 00K €0TE EanTAV; yopdodnte yap
TG do&doate O TOV Ogdv &v T®
ocopott VUGV Kol &v 1@ TVELHOTL
VUGV, Atva €0t ToD Ogod.

The Lord is my strength and my song,
and He became my salvation.
Verse: The Lord chastened and
corrected me, but He did not give me up
to death.

+++
The reading is from Paul’s First Letter
to the Corinthians.
(6:12-20)
+++

Brethren, “all things are permitted for
me,” but not all things are helpful. “All
things are permitted for me,” but I will
not be enslaved by anything. “Food is
meant for the stomach and the stomach
for food” — and God will destroy both
one and the other. The body is not
meant for immorality, but for the Lord,
and the Lord for the body. And God
raised the Lord and will also raise us up
by his power. Do you not know that your
bodies are members of Christ? Shall I
therefore take the members of Christ
and make them members of a
prostitute? Never! Do you not know that
he who joins himself to a prostitute
becomes one body with her? For, as it is
written, “The two shall become one
flesh.” But he who is united to the Lord
becomes one spirit with him. Shun
immorality. Every other sin which a man
commits is outside the body; but the
immoral man sins against his own body.
Do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit within you,
which you have from God? You are not
your own; you were bought with a price.
So glorify God in your body and in your
spirit which belong to God.

The Holy Gospel Reading according to St. Luke (15:11-32)
Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Einev 6 Kvprog v mopafoliv tadmv: &vOpomdc Tig
elye 500 viovg. kol lmev 6 vedTEPOG OTMY TG TOTPL®
matep, 806G pot 10 EmPdriov pépog tig ovoing. Kol
dleTev avtoig Tov Piov. kol pet’ od TOAAAG MUEPOS
cuvayoy®v Gmavto O vedTEPOG LIOG ATEINUNGCEV €ig
AOPOV HLOKPAVY, Kol EKET OlE0KOPTIGE TNV 0VGIOV aVTOD
{dv domdtmg. damovioovtog 6& avTod mavta £YEVETO
Muog ioyvpog katd TNV yopav Ekeivny, Kol avtog
fip&ato votepeicbat. kol mopevbelg EkoAAON &vi TV
TOMTAV TG YDPOG EKELVNG, KOl EMEUWYEV OOTOV €1G TOVG
aypovg avtod Pookewv yoipovg. kol émeBdpet yepioal
v kotMov avtod amd TV Kepatiov Gv fiodlov ol
¥oipot, Kol ovdeic €3id0v aVT®. €ig £avTOV 08 MDDV
glne’ mocol picOor Tod mMOTPOC LOV TEPIGGEVOVGLY
Gptov, &yd 6& Mu® amdAlopat! avaotag TopedoopoL
TPOG TOV TATEPA OV KOl EPD TG TATEP, HULAPTOV ElG
TOV 0Vpavov Kol &vamdv cov. ovkétt eipl d&log
KAnOfvar viog cov' moincdv pe mg &va T®V ebiov
cov. Kol dvaoTtic MAOE Tpog TOV motépa ovTod. ETt 82
adTod paKpaV Gméxoviog £10ev odTOV O TaTHP AVTOD
Kol gomiayyvioln, kol Opopdv Emémecev Emi TOV
TpéyMAoV adTod Kai KaTe@iAnoey adTdv. eine 88 adTd O
Vidg ThTEP, HILOPTOV €1 TOV OVPAVOV Kal EVOTIOV GOV,
Kol oOKETL elul &Eog KAndfivan vidg cov. eime 88 6
TATNP TPOC TOVG OoVAovg avtod: €Eevéykate TNV
GTOMV TNV TPOTNV kol €vdboate ovtdv, kol OO0TE
daKTOAOV €lg TNV YEIPO aTOD Kol VTOSNUATA €1 TOVG
nodog, Kol Evéykavteg TOV HOGYOV TOV  GLTELTOV
0vcate, Kol QoyoVTeg eDEpavOdueY, Tt 0DTOg O VIOC
LoV VEKPOC MV kol Gvé(noe, Kai AmoA®AMG MV Kai
gOpé0n. ko fipEavto edppaivesOar. "Hv 8¢ 6 viog odtod
0 mpecPitepog &v Aypd Kol A EpyOuevog fyyloe Ti)
oiki, fKovoe ocvpewviag Kol yopdv, Kol
TPOCKAAECAUEVOG Evo TV Taidmv €muvBaveto Ti €in
tadte. O 82 elmev ovTd 6tL O AdEAPOC Gov TKel Kod
g€dvuoev O matp COL TOV HOGYOV TOV GLTELTOV, OTL
Uylaivovta avtov  améhafev. @pyicOn 8¢ kol ovk
f0ekev eiceldeiv. 0 ovv mathp avtod EEeMdmv
mapekbiel ovTov. 0 8¢ dmokpdeic eine 1@ moTpi- G0V
tocaUTo €11 SOVAED® OOl KOi OVOENOTE EVIOAV GOV
nwapnABov, Kai €pol ovdémote EdwKag EpLpov Tva HETA
OV Qilev pov edEpavdd: dte 8¢ 6 Vidg Gov ovTog, O
Katapay®v cov tov Biov petd mopvdv, NAbev, E0vcog
adT® TOV HOGKOV TOV OLTELTOV. O OF eimev avTd:
TéKVoV, 6V Thvtote pet duod &l, kol mhvto T EUo o
€otv' e0QpavOTivar 8¢ Kai yopijvar £d€t, 6TL 0 AOEAPOS
GOV 0VTOG VeKpOG MV Kai Gvélnoe, kai Gmorloiag Qv
Kai g0PED.

The Lord said this parable: “There was a man who
had two sons; and the younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property
that falls to me.” And he divided his living between
them. Not many days later, the younger son
gathered all he had and took his journey into a far
country, and there he squandered his property in
loose living. And when he had spent everything, a
great famine arose in that country, and he began to
be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of
the citizens of that country, who sent him into his
fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have filled
his belly with the pods that the swine ate; and no
one gave him anything. But when he came to himself
he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here
with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I
will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.’
And he arose and came to his father. But while he
was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to
his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his
feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us
eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and
is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they
began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the
field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. And he called one of the
servants and asked what this meant. And he said to
him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fatted calf, because he has received him
safe and sound.” But he was angry and refused to go
in. His father came out and entreated him, but he
answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have
served you, and I never disobeyed your command;
yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make mer-
ry with my friends. But when this son of yours came,
who has devoured your living with harlots, you
killed for him the fatted calf!” And he said to him,
‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for
this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost,
and is found.”



HOLY CROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer

IIpoiotauevog/Presiding Priest

Cell: 770.256.0290

Office Days: Tuesday through Friday: call or email Fr. for appointment
Holy Confession: call or email Fr. to schedule

E-mail: frtheodore@holycrossga.org

Bulletin for the week of February 8, 2026

Ushers on Duty: Cheryl Schwartzkopf, Haris Sorovigas
Video: David Z. Altar Servers: All Adult/Youth Servers
Epistle Readers: Kostas Iakovidis (Greek); Caroline Saratsiotis (Eng.)
Fellowship Host (Thank You!): Cleo Bennette
PC Member On-Duty: Kathye Patras

Today our Holy Orthodox Church
commemorates:

+ Second Sunday of the Triodion: Sunday of the
Prodigal Son

+  After-feast of the Meeting of the Lord in the Temple

+  The Holy Martyr Theodore (©e68wpog) the General
(+320)

The holy Martyr Theodore was born in Euchaita of Galatia
and lived in Heraclea of Pontus, where he served as a
distinguished military commander. When Emperor Licinius
learned that Theodore was a Christian who rejected idol
worship, he summoned him, hoping to turn him away from
Christ. Theodore instead invited the emperor to Heraclea,
where he was received with honor.

Licinius publicly commanded Theodore to sacrifice to the gods.
Theodore asked to take the gold and silver idols home,
promising to honor them the next day. That night, he shattered
the idols and distributed their precious metals to the poor.
When this was discovered, Theodore boldly confessed Christ.
Enraged, Licinius ordered him cruelly tortured and crucified.
Though left for dead, Theodore was found alive the next day,
leading many to believe in Christ. Fearing unrest, Licinius had
him beheaded around the year 320. His holy relics were later
returned to his homeland on June 8, now kept as his feast day.

+  The Holy Prophet Zachariah (Zayapiag) (+520BC)
+  The Holy Martyrs Nikephoros and Stephen

+  Sts. Martha (Map6Oa) and Mary (Mapia), the sisters,
and the devout Lycarion (Avkapiwv) the Martyr

+ The Holy Martyrs Philadephus (®wadeApog) and
Polycarp (IToAbxapiog)

+  Our Devout Father Makarios (Makapiog), Bishop of
Paphos (+1688)

+  The Holy Martyr Pergetus (Ilepy£tog)

Through the intercessions of Your Saints, O God, have mercy
on us and save us. Amen.

Variable Hymns of the Day in the Divine
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (page 8 in
the Pew Book):

e Hymn of the Meeting of the Lord (Xaipe
kexapitwuévn, First Mode):

Lady full of grace, rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, for Christ
our God, the Sun of righteousness has risen from you
and He illumined those in darkness. And you, righteous
Elder, be glad in heart, receiving in your embraces the
One who liberates our souls and bestows on us the
Resurrection. (Sung before the Small Entrance and after
the Hymn of the Resurrection. Greek text found in
hymnal on pg. xxx)

e Weekly Resurrectional Hymn (‘Ote xammABeg, Sec-
ond Mode):

When You descended unto Death, O Lord, You who are
immortal Life put Hades to death, by the lightning of
Your divinity. And when You raised the dead from the
netherworld, all the hosts of heaven sang aloud to You,
“O Christ God, Giver of life, glory to You!” (Sung after
the Small Entrance. Greek Text found in hymnal on pg.
102)

e Hymn of the Holy Cross (Xwoov Kvpie, First
Mode):

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil and
protect us all by Your Holy Cross. (Greek text found on
the back of the bulletin)

e The Kontakion of the Meeting of the Lord (O
unvrpav wapBeviknyv, First Mode):

You sanctified the womb of the Virgin by Your birth, and
by Your presentation You blessed the hands of Symeon,
when You came, and You saved us, O Christ our God.
Now we pray You give peace to Your world at war, and
let love for Your people prevail in all, O only benevolent
Lord. (Greek text found in hymnal on pg. 250)

Guidance, Prayer Requests, and Announcements

This Week’s Daily Commemorations
Fasting Guidance and Scripture Readings:
Sunday, February 8: Sunday of the Prodigal Son
No Fasting
Mark 16:1-8; I Corinthians 6:12-20; Luke 15:11-32
Monday, February 9: St. Nikephoros the Martyr
No Fasting
1 John 2:18-29, 3:1-8; Mark 11:1-11
Tuesday, February 10: St. Haralambos the Hieromartyr
No Fasting
Luke 21:12-19; II Timothy 2:1-10; John 15:17-27, 16:1-2
Wednesday, February 11: St. Blaise the Hieromartyr
Wine + Oil
Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:1-6; Matthew 10:1, 5-8
Thursday, February 12: St. Meletius the Antioch
No Fasting
I John 4:20-21, 5:1-21; Mark 15:1-15
Friday, February 13: St. Martinian of Palestine
Strict Fasti
II John 1:1-13; Mark 15:20,22,25, 33-41
Saturday, February 14: St. Auxentius of the Mountain
No Fasting
I Thessalonians 4:13-17, Luke 21:8-9, 25-27, 33-36

Prayer Requests for Health of Soul and Body:

Metropolitan Alexios, Fr. Symeon (mission priest supported by our
parish), Fr. Mike, Panteleimon, Kassiani, Dimitri, Georgia, Maria,
Valerie, Dianna, Jeannie, Dawn, Kenneth, Mary, Kay, Helen, Nikki,
Austin, Carolina, Maria, Laurie, Lindsey, Randy, Marina, Effie,
Christina, Ashley, Brian, Bessie, Katerina, Karl, Colin, Mitch, Rinne,
Michael, Christian, Paul, Lucas, Nicholas, Kevin, Andy, Karen, Vera,
Adam, Debbie, Alberto, Sadith, Richelle, Marion, Paul, George,
Christina, Kristen, Diane, Lydia, Virgil, Lucy, George, John,
Pauline, Bill, Nicholas, Mandy, Benjamin, Brenda, Gabriel, Barbara,
Taylor, Elizabeth, Rich, Penny, Brian, Gracie, Woody, Braeden

Prayers for those recently reposed:
Sharon (+December 29), Norwood (+January 3),
James (+January 10)

Prayers for expecting mothers:

Amanda, Maggie, Kémie

Prayers for Military Personnel
and Their Families:
Benjamin George Davis, Joseph Fajloun,
Kyle Glotzbach, Robert Ice, Aleksander Zajac

Prayers for our Catechumens and

Inquirers into the Orthodox Church:
Adam, Alexander, Amanda, Amber, Aryn, Avery, Billy, Bobbie,
Cherish, Dakota, Daniel, Darryl, Debbie, Deia, Ecaterina, Gabrielle,
Gavin, Grayson, Hannah, Jessica, John, Kyle, Macayla, Maegan,
Max, Mary Emma, Nate, Noah, Philip, Ron, Sarah, Sophia, Susan,
Sydney, Tammy, Tristan, and pray for those who are seeking Christ
and His Church!

Weekly Wisdom of the Fathers and Mothers o,
our Holy Orthodox Church:
St. John of Kronstadt on today’s Gospel reading: “All our
attention must be centered on the parable of the Prodigal Son.
We all see ourselves in it as in a mirror. In a few words the
Lord, the knower of hearts, has shown in the person of one man
how the deceptive sweetness of sin separates us from the truly
sweet life according to God. He knows how the burden of sin on
the soul and body, experienced by us, impels us by the action of

divine grace to return, and how it actually does turn many
again to God, to a virtuous life.”

Upcoming Celebrations This Week

Name Days—Chronia Polla, Many Years!
February 10: Harry Bennette, Haris Sorovigas, Harry Zaloumes

Birthdays—Happy Birthday!
February 8: Brad Perry, Dimitris Saratsiotis
February 9: Vincent Rivers
February 11: Ron Sprouse
February 13: John Staurulakis
February 14: Justin Lane, Sydney Wheeler

Anniversaries—Congratulations!
February 11: Sophia & Alek Zajac
February 12: Cheryl & George Stefanis
February 14: Eleni & Norman Adams

(If you have a celebration that did not make it into the bulletin,
please e-mail Fr. Theodore!)

Announcements:

* If you were unable to turn your 2026 Holy Cross
Stewardship Pledge card in, there is still time to make your
commitment for 2026. If you have misplaced your card, you
can locate an extra one in the Narthex or online.

* The next Introduction to the Orthodox Church class
will take place Wednesday, February 11 at 6:30pm in-
person and on Zoom. The topic will be the Orthodox Christian
understanding of Holy Scripture/the Bible.

* The Spring General Assembly will be held next Sunday,
February 15th, following Divine Liturgy, taking place in the
Church. Everyone is welcome to attend this important
meeting, during which we will discus the proposed purchase of
the parking lot. However, please note that only members in
good standing may vote on any actions. Childcare will be
provided so all parents can attend. Additionally, please note
that the Divine Services will start early that day.

* The Not-So-Young-Adult Group will have their next
outing at the home of Cheryl & Erick Schwartzkopf on
Friday, February 20th. More information to come.

* Please see the Online Sign-Up that was sent by email or
contact Father Theodore if you have desire a House Blessing
before the beginning of Great Lent.

* Great Lent, Holy Week & Pascha Preparations have
been emailed out. There are many ways to help by g
adorning icons, providing meals, organizing children,
reading and more! you'd like to volunteer, contact the
office email. Scan the QR Code for opportunities to I
help or donate to help. Thank you for your volunteer
efforts during this most blessed time of the year!

* YOUTH: the Parish Level St. John Chrysostom Oratorical
Festival is immediately after the Divine Liturgy today! We
thank our students and judges for participating in this
important ministry. Mark your Calendar for Saturday, March
14th: Holy Cross is hosting the District Level Oratorical
Festival. Come and learn and be inspired by the faithfulness of
all of the youth!

* Please note that we will be hosting the annual Pan-
Orthodox Lenten Vespers with St. Innocent at Holy Cross
this year on the evening of Sunday, March 8 at 5:00pm.




