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Christ is baptized in the Jordan River!

“Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mark 10:14
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Give God the glory!

Have you ever had to admit somebody
was better than you are at something? Maybe you
lost an arm wrestling match, or maybe you lost a
race. Maybe you lost at a spelling bee or another
contest. It is humbling when we have to admit
somebody is better than we are!

Today’s Gospel reading tells us about a saint who
always admitted that God was better than he is.
Saint John the Baptist, remember, came before his
cousin, Jesus. But he told everybody about Jesus.
He said, “After me comes he who is mightier than I,
the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.”

Saint John knew that Christ was better than he was. He knew that Jesus
Christ is God. So he knew that Jesus Christ had the real power from God!
In our Church, we know that Saint John is a great saint. His icon is always
on the iconostasis right next to the icon of our Lord. We pray to him in
lots of our prayers. We know he is a great saint...but what made him great
was that he knew God was better! Saint John gave God the glory.

We can give God the glory every day too. We can always remember that
God gives us everything. God helps us be strong. God helps us be smart.

, . . . .
The Children’s Word is a weekly bulletin for Orthodox Christian kids. Copyright 2026 Alexandra Houck. GOd helPS us help others. Let’s give GOd the glol'y, hke Saint JOhn dld:
Email is orthodoxchildrensword (at) gmail.com. Find it each week at orthodoxchildrensword.org. too!
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WORD SEARCH HOLY THEOPHANY
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ble? ACHTRGRSEK®CXRAOQYV the year? You might say your birth-
@Yy cFI T OTRAZPHHEB day or Christmas, but in the early Church
Angels AUL XF S JDUBZWOEBG even bigger than Christmas was
Baptist uboOUNSTANKETLZBJH Theophany, when we celebrate the bap-
Feastday S ANGEL SYNGY P HZB Q tism of our Lord, Jesus Christ. As Chris-
g‘;rley“}r;?;rty WHRWFUH GUETTCUTPN Z tians, we know how important this day
Holy Water NNWTANSPRAPDOS K 1s!
John sHAS T Y I F L L BT HC We remember how important Holy
é‘;lr:;?ng ' ToOowaQB NQMWR S P WT Theophany is by the name! “Theophany”
Theophany TDOJSI RETAWYL OH means showing of God. When our Lord
A HBWTHTE OPHANYPM was baptized in the Jordan River, God
S OAYRL PP QKL TGKV showed Himself to the world. God the

Father showed His voice. God the Son was Jesus in the water. God
the Holy Spirit was shown by the dove over Jesus’s head. God showed
Himself as the Holy Trinity to us. That’s why it is called Theophany!

This week, our priest will bless the water to make it holy. We might
take a little bottle of holy water home with us to bless us and our
homes. When we have holy things, we know that God is still showing
Himself to us! God blesses us every day, so Theophany, or “showing
of God,” isn’t just a day long, long ago. God still shows Himself to us
today, when He blesses us and our families! Let’s ask God to bless us
and to show Himself to us.
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We celebrate Holy Theophany on Tuesday, January 6th (OC: January 19th).
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