HOLY CROSS
R GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Ofenar 0 859 First Street | Macon, Georgia 31201 | 478.621.0744 (office)
T www.holycrossga.org | Facebook: HolyCrossMaconGA

Divine Liturgy

Sunday, January 18, 2026  EggE

12th Sunday of Luke
Sts. Athanasios and Cyril, Patriarchs of Alexandria
Eothinon/Orthros Gospel: Tenth (John 21:1-14)

Mode of the Week: Grave / Bapug
QR Codes (scan with smart phone for service texts)

Upcoming Schedule
Today, January 18 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day of Sts. Athanasios and Cyril
Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
Blessing/Swearing-In of 2026 Parish Council
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
Youth Activity—Ice Skating (after Church Activities)

Monday, January 19 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day — OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday, January 21 3:00pm Blood Drive in the Parish House (until 7:00pm)
5:30pm Vespers
6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class

Thursday, January 22 1:00pm Funeral and Burial of James Scarborough (at St. Innocent)
Saturday, January 24 5:00pm Readers Great Vespers
Sunday, January 25 9:15am  Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the 15th Sunday of Luke
Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
40-day blessing of Emily Rivers and son Sebastian
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy

12:15pm Philoptochos Meeting in the Parish House

12:45pm Bible Study

1:00pm Youth Greek School

Wednesday, January 28 5:30pm Vespers

6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class
Thursday, January 29 10:00am Orthodox Book Study at Taste & See
Friday, January 30 9:30am Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day of the Three Hierarchs

Saturday, January 31 11:00am Baby Shower for Adam and Kemie Landin in the Parish House
2:00pm Not-So-Young-Adult Outing at Mercer Basketball
5:00pm Great Vespers

Sunday, February 1 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee
Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
1:00pm Youth Greek School
2:00pm Great Vespers for the Feast Day of Ypapanti—Meeting of the Lord

Monday, February 2 9:30am Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy for the Feast Day of Ypapanti—Meeting of the Lord
Upcoming Epistle Readers: (1/25) Pete Tsamolias, Cheryl Schwartzkopf; (2/1) Aleca Hortman, Nicholas True
Upcoming PC Member On-Duty: (1/25) Asst. Treasurer; (2/1) Secretary; (2/8) Asst. Secretary; (2/15) Mem at Large
Upcoming Ushers: (1/21) Cristina L.; (1/24+25) Erick, Cheryl S; (1/28) Maria S; (1/30) Norm+Eleni; (1/31) Maria S.
Upcoming Video Operators: (1/25) David Z.; (1/30) Cristina; (2/1) AM-Gray/David N.; PM-Natalia; (2/2) Cristina
Fellowship Hosts: (1/25) Haris Sorovigas; (2/1) Natalia Saratsiotis; (2/8) Cleo Bennette; (2/15) Maria McCluskey

Our Parish Hymn of the Holy Cross of Christ:

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your | s@oov Kupie 1ov Aadv cou kai eUAGYNoov 1AV KAnpovopiav
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil | cou, vikag Toig BaciAelol katd BapBapwv Swpolpevog Kai

and protect us all by Your Holy Cross. 10 0OV QUAATTWY SIG To0 ZTaupol cou TToAITEUNA.

To our Visitors and Guests: We extend a warm welcome to all worshiping with us today!
While Holy Communion, following ancient practice, is offered only to Orthodox Christians, non-
Orthodox may receive the blessed bread (antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service.

Please join us in the Parish House after the Divine Liturgy for Coffee Fellowship!




Epistle Reading

Evbloynroc el Kipie 6 Ocog tdv matépwv

HU@V.

Ztiy. ‘O dikouog €l émi wdo1y, oig
Emoinoog nuiv.
+++
Lpog Eppaiovs Emiarolijs Ilaviov 1o
AVOYVOOUA.

+++
Aéak(poi UVNUOVEVETE TOV ﬁyovuévoov
VU®V, OTTIVEC akakncow vulv TOV Xoyov
100 ®god, vV owaeecopovvrsg mv
ExPaocty thc dvaotpoiic pueicbe v
niotv. Incodg Xpiotog yBeg  xoi
onuepov 0 aVTOC Kol €lg TOVG aidvag.
owayaic mowilong «woi EEvailc  un
nopapépecte  KAAOV y(‘xp YOPLTL
BsBatochou mv Kapodiov, ov chouacsw
&v 01g oK  oeeAndncav ol
napmamcowrsg sxouav Onclacmptov
€€ oV (paysw ovK sxovcw siovcstow oi i
OKNVT karpsuovrsg (Y yap 810(pspsrou
Lowv 10 ouua TESpL auapuag Slg 0 Ayo
oL ToD APYLEPEMG, TOVTMV TOL GMUOTO.
Katokoieton &€ THe mapeuPoriics o610
kol ‘Inoodg, tva ayidon o tod idiov
aipuaTog Tov Aaov, EEm TG TOANG Enabe.
totvov €€epydpedo Tpog avtov EEm TG
napeuPorfls  TOV  SVEWIGUOV  ovTOD
QEPOVTEC” OV Yap Eéxousv ®de pévovsay
oMV, GAAQL mv uekhovcow
sm@nrouusv St adTod ovv owoc(pspwusv
Buocilav aivécemg S maviog @ Oed,
TOUT goTL Kapnbv YEWEDV
ouokoyouvrwv @ OvopoTt avTod. TG O
evmotiog Kol Kowo)wag un
gmiovOavecte: toladtong yap Ovoiog
gvopeoteitol 6 Ogog.

Blessed are You, O Lord God of our
fathers.
Verse: For You are righteous in all
You did for us.
+++
The reading is from Paul’s Letter to
the Hebrews.
(13:7-16)
+++

Brethren, remember your leaders,
those who spoke to you the word of
God; consider the outcome of their
lives, and imitate their faith. Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and today
and for ever. Do not be led away by
diverse and strange teachings; for it is
well that the heart be strengthened by
grace, not by foods, which have not
benefited their adherents. We have an
altar from which those who serve the
tent have no right to eat. For the
bodies of those animals whose blood is
brought into the sanctuary by the high
priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned
outside the camp. So Jesus also
suffered outside the gate in order to
sanctify the people through his own
blood. Therefore let us go forth to him
outside the camp and bear the abuse
he endured. For here we have no
lasting city, but we seek the city which
is to come. Through him then let us
continually offer up a sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips
that acknowledge his name. Do not
neglect to do good and to share what
you have, for such sacrifices are
pleasing to God.

The Holy Gospel Reading according to St. Luke (17:12-19)
12th Sunday of Luke

To KA gketva,
glogpyouévov 100 Incod &ig
TIVOL KOUNY QIvINooy oVt
Oéko  Aempoi (’)’wé‘)psg, ol
scsrncsow noppw@sv Kol avtol
npow (p(ovnv Xayovrsg Incsov
EMOoTATO, ekancov nuag Kol

0V glmev aVTOIC’
TopPeLOEVTEC gmociate
EVTOVC TOlC iepedot. Kol
EYEVETO &V T® VTAYEY aOTOVG
gxolapicOnoov. &g 68 €&
avt®v, wov ot i4on,
VIECTPEYE LETAL QPOVNC

HeYOANG oofdlwv tov BOgodv,
Kol &mecev  €mi TPOCOTOV
n(xp(‘x tof)g néSag aVTOD
suxaptcrcov aOT®" Kol o0TOC
nv Zauapswng 0m01<p1081g o€
0 'Incodg eimev: ovxl ot d€Ka
SKaeaptcencow oi 0¢& é€vvéa
Tov; ovY gvpédnoav
fmocsrpéwowrag dodvar d6&av
T Oed &l un o akkoyevng
o0ToC; Kol elmev  odTd"
AvOoTOC TOPEVOL” 1 TIOTIS
GOV GECMKE GE.

At that time, as Jesus
entered a village, he was
met by ten lepers, who
stood at a distance and
lifted up their voices and
said: “Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us.” When he saw
them he said to them, “Go
and show yourselves to the
priests.” And as they went
they were cleansed. Then
one of them, when he saw
that he was healed, turned
back, praising God with a
loud voice; and he fell on
his face at Jesus’s feet,
giving him thanks. Now he
was a Samaritan. Then said
Jesus: “Were not ten
cleansed? Where are the
nine? Was no one found to
return and give praise to
God except this foreigner?”
And he said to him: “Rise
and go your way; your faith
has made you well.”



HOLY CROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer

IIpoiotauevog/Presiding Priest

Cell: 770.256.0290

Office Days: Tuesday through Friday: call or email Fr. for appointment
Holy Confession: call or email Fr. to schedule

E-mail: frtheodore@holycrossga.org

Bulletin for the week of January 18, 2026

Ushers on Duty: Sarah Drakopoulos, Nic Poulos
Altar Servers: All Adult/Youth Servers
Epistle Readers: Haris Sorovigas (Greek); Richard Stewart (English)
Fellowship Host (Thank You!): Danai Esquivel
PC Member On-Duty: Maria Spicer

Video: Joanna Patronis

Today our Holy Orthodox Church
commemorates:

+ Our Fathers among the Saints Athanasios
(ABavaoiog) and Cyril (Kbvpi\og), Patriarchs of
Alexandria

Saint Athanasios the Great (c. 296—373), Patriarch of
Alexandria, was the Church’s fearless defender of the
divinity of Christ against the Arian heresy. A brilliant
theologian from a young age and author of On the
Incarnation, he stood firm for the faith proclaimed at
the Council of Nicaea, enduring repeated exiles for his
refusal to compromise the truth. Beloved by clergy and
faithful alike, he strengthened Orthodoxy throughout
Egypt, wrote the Life of Saint Anthony the Great, helped
establish the biblical canon, and guided the Church
through decades of trial with courage, wisdom, and
pastoral love.

Saint Cyril of Alexandria (c. 376—444) followed in this
same tradition as a powerful defender of the mystery of
the Incarnation. As Patriarch, he opposed the Nestorian
heresy, which divided Christ’s divine and human
natures, and presided over the Third Ecumenical
Council at Ephesus in 431, affirming the true teaching of
the Church and honoring the Virgin Mary as Theotokos.
A devoted shepherd and profound teacher, Saint Cyril
left lasting commentaries on the Gospels and faithfully
guided the Church for over thirty years in truth and
unity.

+ The Holy Martyr Theodoula (®goSovAn) of
Anazarbus in Cilicia (+304)

+  The Holy Martyr Xenia (Eévn)

+  Saint Ulfrid, missionary in Germany and Sweden,
martyred for destroying an image of Thor (+1028)

Through the intercessions of Your Saints, O God, have mercy
on us and save us. Amen.

Variable Hymns of the Day in the Divine
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (page 8 in
the Pew Book):

e  Weekly Resurrectional Hymn (KatéAvoag tw
Stavpw oov, Grave Mode):

You destroyed death by Your Cross, You opened
Paradise to the Robber. You turned the Myrrh-
bearing Women’s lament into joy, and You
commanded Your Apostles to preach that You rose, O
Christ God, granting the world the great mercy.
(Greek Text found in hymnal on pg. 122)

e Hymn of Saints Athanasios and Cyril (‘Epyolg
Aauypavreg, Third Mode):

Striving brilliantly for Orthodoxy, and subduing all
unorthodoxy, * you were honored with awards for
your victories. * Enriching all with inspired theology,
* your sacred writings profoundly adorn the Church. *
O Athanasius and Cyril, you are now with Christ our
God, * entreating Him to give to all the great mercy.

e Hymn of the Holy Cross (Xwoov Kvpie, First
Mode):

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil and
protect us all by Your Holy Cross. (Greek text found
on the back of the bulletin)

e The Kontakion of the Meeting of the Lord (O
unvipav mapBevixnv, First Mode):

You sanctified the womb of the Virgin by Your birth,
and by Your presentation You blessed the hands of
Symeon, when You came, and You saved us, O Christ
our God. Now we pray You give peace to Your world
at war, and let love for Your people prevail in all, O
only benevolent Lord. (Greek text found in hymnal
on pg. 250)

Guidance, Prayer Requests, and Announcements

This Week’s Daily Commemorations
Fasting Guidance and Scripture Readings:
Sunday, January 18: Sts. Athanasios and Cyril
No Fasting
John 21:1-14; Hebrews 13:7-16; Luke 17:12-19
Monday, January 19: St. Makarios the Great
No Fasting
Galatians 5:22-26, 6:1-2; Matthew 22:35-46
Tuesday, January 20: St. Euthymius the Great
No Fasting
II Corinthians 4:6-15; Luke 6:17-23
Wednesday, January 21: St. Maximos the Confessor
Strict Fast
Philippians 1:12-20; Luke 12:8-12
Thursday, January 22: St. Timothy the Apostle of the 70
No Fasting
II Timothy 1:3-8; Matthew 10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30
Friday, January 23: St. Clement of Ancyra
Strict Fast
Philippians 3:20-21, 4:1-3; Mark 2:23-28, 3:1-5
Saturday, January 24: St. Xenia of Rome
No Fasting
Galatians 5:22-26, 6:1-2; Luke 18:35-43

Prayer Requests for Health of Soul and Body:

Metropolitan Alexios, Fr. Symeon (mission priest supported by our
parish), Fr. Mike, Panteleimon, Kassiani, Dimitri, Georgia, Maria,
Valerie, Dianna, Jeannie, Dawn, Kenneth, Mary, Kay, Helen, Nikki,
Austin, Carolina, Maria, Laurie, Lindsey, Randy, Marina, Effie,
Christina, Ashley, Brian, Bessie, Katerina, Karl, Colin, Mitch, Rinne,
Michael, Christian, Paul, Lucas, Nicholas, Kevin, Andy, Karen, Vera,
Adam, Debbie, Alberto, Sadith, Richelle, Marion, Paul, George,
Christina, Kristen, Diane, Lydia, Virgil, Lucy, George, John,
Pauline, Bill, Nicholas, Mandy, Benjamin, Brenda, Gabriel, Barbara,
Taylor, Elizabeth, Rich, Penny, Brian, Gracie, Woody, Braeden

Prayers for those recently reposed:
Teri (+December 23), Sharon (+December 29),
Norwood (+January 3), James (+January 10)

Prayers for expecting mothers:

Amanda, Maggie, Kémie

Prayers for Military Personnel
and Their Families:

Benjamin George Davis, Joseph Fajloun,
Kyle Glotzbach, Robert Ice, Aleksander Zajac

Prayers for our Catechumens and
Inquirers into the Orthodox Church:
Adam, Alexander, Amanda, Aryn, Avery, Billy, Bobbie, Cherish,
Dakota, Daniel, Darryl, Debbie, Ecaterina, Gavin, Hannah, Jessica,
John, Kyle, Macayla, Maegan, Max, Mary Emma, Nate, Noah, Ron,
Sarah, Sophia, Susan, Sydney, Tammy, Tristan, and pray for those
who are seeking Christ and His Church!

Weekly Wisdom of the Fathers and Mothers of
our Holy Orthodox Church:

St. Athanasios the Great, commemorated today: “The Lord
did not come to make a display. He came to heal and to teach
suffering men. For one who wanted to make a display the thing
would have been just to appear and dazzle the beholders. But
for Him Who came to heal and to teach the way was not merely
to dwell here, but to put Himself at the disposal of those who
needed Him, and to be manifested according as they could bear
it, not vitiating the value of the Divine appearing by exceeding

their capacity to receive it.”

Upcoming Celebrations This Week

Name Days—Chronia Polla, Many Years!
January 20: Charles Glotzbach, Effie Morris
January 21: Gray Maximos Yates
January 24: Cyndi Xenia Douglas, Suzanne Diehl, Cheryl Schwartzkopf

Birthdays—Happy Birthday!
January 19: Wyatt Morris
January 20: John Brock
January 21: Maegan Hughes
January 22: Cheryl Schwartzkopf
January 23: Christina Danforth

Anniversaries—Congratulations!
None in the Records

(If you have a celebration that did not make it into the bulletin, please
e-mail Fr. Theodore!)

Announcements:

* If you were unable to turn your 2026 Holy Cross
Stewardship Pledge card in, there is still time to make your
commitment for 2026. If you have misplaced your card, you
can locate an extra one in the Narthex or online.

* The next Introduction to the Orthodox Church class
will take place Wednesday, January 21 at 6:30pm in-
person and on Zoom. The topic will be about our Orthodox
Christian understanding of the Theotokos and the Saints.

* Philoptochos will have their next general meeting taking
place after the Divine Liturgy next Sunday, January 25 in the
Parish House.

* The Not-So-Young-Adult Group will have their next
outing at the Mercer Basketball Game on Saturday, January 31
at 2:00pm. Contact Beth Zoumberis for more information.

* An email has been sent with sign-ups for the traditional
House Blessings that take place yearly after the Feast Day of
Epiphany/Theophany. House Blessings take place by location
on certain days through January and February. Please contact
Father Theodore if you have trouble signing up.

* Youth: Today, January 18—Ice Skating after Church
Activities. Please talk to Beth Zoumberis about joining today!

* Great Lent, Holy Week & Pascha Preparations have
been emailed out. There are many ways to help by N
adorning icons, providing meals, organizing children, zh#i#s
reading and more! you'd like to volunteer, contact th
office email. Scan the QR Code for opportunities to
help or donate to help. Thank you for your volunteer
efforts during this most blessed time of the year!

* Our Parish's 2026 St. John Chrysostom Oratorical
Festival ("SJCOF") will be after the Divine Liturgy on
SUNDAY, FEB. 8th - it's under one month away! It's also
Godparent Sunday - invite your out-of-town godparents to
come watch in support! Please register with the email link sent
by Presvytera Stacey or by emailing Presvytera at
pres.stacey@holycrossga.org. Also of note, we will be hosting
the District Level Oratorical Festival here at Holy Cross on
Saturday, March 14.

* 2025 Commitment Statements have been mailed out
this week. If you have any questions, or if you do not receive
yours in the next week, please contact Maria Spicer.



