Upcoming Schedule

Today, November 30 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day of the Holy Apostle Andrew
40 Day Blessing of Antigone Michalakis and baby Castor
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy

Monday, December 1 Winter Youth Rally Registration Closes

Wednesday, December 3 5:30pm Great Vespers honoring Sts. Barbara and John of Damascus
6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class

Thursday, December 4 10:00am Orthodox Book Study at Taste and See in Macon

Saturday, December 6 9:30am Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day of St. Nicholas of Myra
Christmas Caroling Caravan (after the Liturgy)

Sunday, December 7 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the 10t Sunday of Luke
Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
2026 Stewardship Blessing at the end of the Liturgy with Parish
Family Photo
Parish Council Elections in the Parish House after the Liturgy
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
Work Party in the Back Building and Pageant Practice for the Youth

Tuesday, December 9 6:30pm Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, December 10 5:30pm Vespers

6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class
Thursday, December 11 10:00am Orthodox Book Study at Taste and See in Macon
Friday, December 12 9:30am Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day of St. Spyridon the Wonderworker

Saturday, December 13 9:00am Philoptochos Pastry Sale Pickup (until 11:00am)
3:00pm Animal Blessing in the Church Courtyard
4:00pm Byzantine Chant Class
5:00pm Great Vespers

Sunday, December 14 9:15am  Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Forefathers
Christmas Pageant presented by the Youth at the end of the Liturgy
Coffee Fellowship after the Pageant in the Parish House

12:45pm Bible Study

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH Upcoming Epistle Readers: (12/7) Pete Tsamolias, Rene Esquivel; (12/14) Haris Sorovigas, Chrissy Zdrakas

Upcoming PC Member On-Duty: (12/7) Maria Spicer; (12/14) Sarah D.; (12/21) Chad Ridley; (12/28) Gray Yates

Orthros, part 1 Upcoming Ushers: (12/3) Charles G.; (12/6) Eleni A.; (12/7) Jim L, Haris S.; (12/10) Charles G.; (12/12) Erick S.

[E] RAE [w] 859 First Street | Macon, Georgia 31201 | 478.621.0744 (office) Upcoming Video Operators: (12/5) Norm A; (12/7) Cristina L; (12/12) Daniel V; (12/14) Natalia S; (12/21) David Z.
T www.holycrossga.org | Facebook: Hi olyCrossMaconGA Fellowship Hosts: (12/7) Hazel Dunbar; (12/14) Rodica Cazacu; (12/21) Chad Ridley; (12/28) Chad Ridley

Divine Liturgy

Our Parish Hymn of the Holy Cross of Christ:

Sunday, November 30, 2025
St. Andrew the Apostle and First-Called
Eothinon/Orthros Gospel: Third (Mark 16:9-20)

Mode of the Week: Plagal of the Fourth/ITAdylog tov
Tetaptov

. SaVQ; 0] Lord,‘save. your people and bless YOIlI‘_ Z®oov Kupie Tov Aadv gou Kkai eUAGynoov v KAnpovopiov
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil | cou, vikag Toig BaciAelol kata BapBapwv SwpoUpevos Kai
and protect us all by Your Holy Cross. 10 GOV QUAGTTWY BI& ToU ZTaUPOT gou TToAITEUNA.

To our Visitors and Guests: We extend a warm welcome to all worshiping with us today!
While Holy Communion, following ancient practice, is offered only to Orthodox Christians, non-
Orthodox may receive the blessed bread (antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service.

QR Codes (scan with smart phone for service texts) Please join us in the Parish House after the Divine Liturgy for Coffee Fellowship!




Epistle Reading

Eic maoov v yijv é6ijA0ev o pOoyyog
o0T0D.
21iy. Oi obpavoi dinyodvror doéav
Ocot.

+++

Ilpoc KopivBiovg A" Emiotolijs
Ilovlov to avayvaoaouao.
+++
Adel@oti, 6 Oedg NUAC TOVG
ATOGTOLOVG £5YATOVE AMEEIEEY, DG
gmbavatiovg, 611 O€atpov EyeviOnuev
@ KOGU®, Kol AyyEAOLIC Kol
avOpdmo1g. Muelg pwpoi 01d Xpotodv,
VUETC 0 PpoVILOL &V XP1oT®d: NUETS
ao0evelc, LUETS 0¢ ioyvpol: VUETG
&voo&ot, MUETg 08 dtot. dypt ThHc ApTt
dpoc Kol TEWVOUEV Kol SLYDUEV Kol
yopvntevopev Kot kolailopeda kol
GOTOTODUEV KOl KOTIDUEV
gpyalouevot taig idioug yepot:
AO130pOVUEVOL EDAOYODUEYV,
dlwkouevol dveyodueda,
BAacENUOOUEVOL TOPAKAAODUEV" OC
nepcafdppoto Tod KOGHOoV
gyevnonuev, Taviov tepiymua mg
apti. OVK Evrpémmy LUAS YPAP®
TODTO, OAL OC TEKVO LOL AyamnTa,
vouBet®. £av yap popiovg
Ty ®YOLS EYNTe €V XPloTd), AN
00 TOAAOVG narépag &v y(‘xp Xpwr(b
Incov o1 Tod suowyshou syco Uuag
gyévvnoa. napoucoc?wa OVV LUAG,
punTod pov yiveobe.

His proclamation went forth into
all the earth.
Verse: The heavens declare the glo-
ry of God.
+++

The reading is from Paul’s First
Letter to the Corinthians. (4:9-16)

+++

Brethren, God has exhibited us
apostles as last of all, like men
sentenced to death; because we
have become a spectacle to the
world, to angels and to men. We are
fools for Christ’s sake, but you are
wise in Christ. We are weak, but
you are strong. You are held in
honor, but we in disrepute. To the
present hour we hunger and thirst,
we are ill-clad and buffeted and
homeless, and we labor, working
with our own hands. When reviled,
we bless; when persecuted, we
endure; when slandered, we try to
conciliate; we have become, and are
now, as the refuse of the world, the
off-scouring of all things. I do not
write this to make you ashamed,
but to admonish you as my beloved
children. For though you have
countless guides in Christ, you do
not have many fathers. For I
became your father in Christ Jesus
through the gospel. I urge you,
then, be imitators of me.

The Holy Gospel Reading according to St. John (1:35-52)
Feast Day of St. Andrew the Apostle

T koupd Exelv, giotnrel 0 Todavvng kal €k TdV
pont@dv ovtod ovo, kol EuPAéyag 1@ ‘Incod
TEPITATOVVTL AEYEL 10€ O Apvoc tod Beod. Kal
fikovcav avtod oi dvo padntoi Aoiodvtog, kol
nkoilovdncav 1® Incod. otpageig 6¢ 6 Incodg
kol Oeacauevog ovtovg dxoAovBodvtag Aéyel
avolg ti {nreite; of 8¢ glmov ovTd" poppi-
Aéyetor Epunvevouevov S1040KaAE” TOD usvetg,
Aéyel omrmg spxscsea Kol 168ra nwov ovv Kol
gidov mod }.LSVSI Kol nap avt® auswow mv
nuspow gketvnv: Gpo v 6OG SSKom] nv Av8psag
0 aé‘)a)»(pog Yipwvog Hsrpov €lg €k T®V 600 TV
AKOVGAVTOV napa Imowvou Kol
dolovdncaviov avtd. eopickel odTOG TPHTOC
TOV adel@ov TOV d1ov Zipwva kol Aéyel avTd
eVPNKAUEV OV Meooiav: ) €0TL
pebepunvevdpevov Xp1otdg Kol fyoyev adtov
1pog TOv Tncodv. EuPréyag adtd O Incodc eine:
oV &l Zipwv 6 viog Tova, o Kindion Knedg, 6
épunvevetarl [Iétpog. TR émavplov MOEANcev O
‘Incodg é€elbely eig v F'olhaiov: kol evpioket
dilmmov koi Aéyel adTd’ dcoAovOEL pot. v 88 O
diMnnog and Bnboaidd, £k thg ndhemg Avdpéov
kai [Térpov. evpioker dilmmog tOov Nabavoni
Kol Aéyet at@d® Ov Eypaye Moot &v 1d VOU®
Kol ol mpooefiton, gvprkapev, Incodv ToOv viov
100 Toone tov and Nalopét. kol eimev oadTd
NaOavarr: ék Nalapét Suvortai Tt dyadov eivar;
Myer a1 Dilmmoc Epyov koi 1de. eidev O
‘Incodg tov Nabavonk Epyopevov mpog aTov Kol
Méyetr mepi adtod: 18 dAnddC Topaniitng, &v @
d0Log ovk &ott. Aéyet avT® Noabovond: mobev pe
yvookelg; dnekpidn Tncodc kai eimev odTd: TPod
00 og PilMmmov povijcat, dvia VIO TNV GLKNV
€ldoV oE. (’maKpiGn Noabavonr xoi szm avTd
pappt, ov &l 0 vidg Tod Oeod, o &l 6 Paothedg
0D Iopomk amekpion Incong Koi glmev ovTd:
dtL €imdv o1, €106V oE VIOKAT® THG GUKng,
motevelg; pello tovtmv dyel. Kol Adyel avTtd-
aunv aunv Aéyo Ouiv, an’ dpti dyeobe TOV
0VPaVOV AVEMYOTA, Kol TOVG AyyEAOVS TOD Ood
avafaivovtag kol kotopaivovtag €mi TOV VIOV
00 avOpwmov.

At that time, John was standing with two of
his disciples; and he looked at Jesus as he
walked, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”
The two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus. Jesus turned, and saw them
following, and said to them, “What do you
seek?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which
means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He
said to them, “Come and see.” They came and
saw where he was staying; and they stayed
with him that day, for it was about the tenth
hour. One of the two who heard John speak,
and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother. He first found his brother Simon,
and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought
him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said,
“So you are Simon the son of Jonah? You
shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee.
And he found Philip and said to him, “Follow
me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city
of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael,
and said to him, “We have found him of
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him,
“Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming
to him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no guile!” Nathanael said
to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus
answered him, “Before Philip called you,
when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”
Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the
Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus
answered him, “Because I said to you, I saw
you under the fig tree, do you believe? You
shall see greater things than these.” And he
said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will
see heaven opened, and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of

»

man.



HOLY CROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer

IIpoiotauevog/Presiding Priest

Cell: 770.256.0290

Office Days: Tuesday through Friday: call or email Fr. for appointment
Holy Confession: call or email Fr. to schedule

E-mail: frtheodore@holycrossga.org

Bulletin for the week of November 30, 2025

Ushers on Duty: Sarah Drakopoulos, Haris Sorovigas
Altar Servers: All Adult/Youth Servers
Epistle Readers: Kostas Iakovidis (Greek); Chrissy Zdrakas (English)
Fellowship Host (Thank You!): Mariana Filimon
PC Member On-Duty: Chad Ridley

Video: Joanna P.

Today our Holy Orthodox Church
commemorates:

+  The Holy, Glorious, and All-Lauded Apostle Andrew
(Av6péag) the First-Called (+62)

This Saint was from Bethsaida of Galilee; he was the son of
Jonas and the brother of Peter, the chief of the Apostles. He had
first been a disciple of John the Baptist; afterwards, on hearing
the Baptist's witness concerning Jesus, when he pointed Him
out with his finger and said, "Behold the Lamb of God, Which
taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1.29,36), he
straightway followed Christ, and became His first disciple;
wherefore he is called the First-called of the Apostles. After the
Ascension of the Saviour, he preached in various lands; and
having suffered many things for His Name's sake, he died in
Patras of Achaia, where he was crucified on a cross in the
shape of an "X," the first letter of "Christ" in Greek; this cross is
also the symbol of Saint Andrew.

+ Our Devout Father Frumentius (®poupévtiog),
Bishop of Axum (+370)

In the time of the Emperor Constantine the Great, a learned
man from Tyre called Meropius travelled to India. He took
with him two young Christians, brothers called Edessius and
Frumentius. On the journey, the ship foundered in a storm on
the Abyssinian coast, and the wild Abyssinians killed all the
people from the ship except these two brothers, Edessius and
Frumentius. They lived in Abyssinia for several years and
succeeded in entering the service of the king. Frumentius began
to preach the Christian faith, at first fairly cautiously, and
became convinced that the land was ripe for such preaching.
The two brothers then took ship, Edessius to Tyre to his
parents and Frumentius to Alexandria, to Patriarch
Athanasius the Great. Frumentius described the situation in
Abyssinia to the Patriarch and sought pastors to bring the
people to the Faith. St Athanasius consecrated Frumentius
bishop, and he returned to Abyssinia where, by his zeal and his
miracles, he brought the whole of Abyssinia to the Faith during
his lifetime. This great pastor of Christ's flock and enlightener
of Abyssinia died peacefully in the year 370, and entered into
the Kingdom of his Lord.

Through the intercessions of Your Saints, O God, have mercy
on us and save us. Amen.

Variable Hymns of the Day in the Divine
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (page 8 in
the Pew Book):

e  Weekly Resurrectional Hymn (EE vwouvg, Plagal
Fourth Mode):

You descended from on high, O compassionate
One, and consented to a three-day burial, to free
us from the passions. O Lord, our life and
resurrection, glory to You! (Greek Text found in
hymnal on pg. 126)

e Hymn of St. Andrew (Q¢ twv AmTOOTO AWV,
Fourth Mode):

As first called of the Apostles and brother of Peter
the Preeminent, O Andrew, intercede with the
Master of all to grant peace to the whole world,
and great mercy to our souls.

e Hymn of the Holy Cross (Zwoov Kvpie, First
Mode):

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil and
protect us all by Your Holy Cross. (Greek text found
on the back of the bulletin)

e The Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ (H
HapBévog onuepov tov zpoatwviov Aoyov,
Third Mode):

On this day the Virgin Maid * goes to the grotto to
give birth * to the pre-eternal Word * in an
ineffable manner. * Dance for joy, all the inhabited
earth, on hearing. * Glorify along with Angels and
with the shepherds * Him who willed that He
appear as * a newborn Child, * the pre-eternal
God. (Greek Text found in Hymnal on pg. 240)

Guidance, Prayer Requests, and Announcements

This Week’s Daily Commemorations
Fasting Guidance and Scripture Readings:
Sunday, November 30: St. Andrew the First-Called
Fish, Oil + Wine
Mark 16:9-20; I Corinthians 4:9-16; John 1:35-52
Monday, December 1: Nahum the Prophet
Fish, Oil + Wine
I Timothy 1:1-7; Luke 19:37-44
Tuesday, December 2: Habakkuk the Prophet
Fish, Oil + Wine
I Timothy 1:8-14; Luke 19:45-48
Wednesday, December 3: Zephaniah the Prophet
Strict Fast
I Timothy 1:18-20, 2:8-15; Luke 20:1-8
Thursday, December 4: Sts. Barbara+John of Damascus

Fish, Oil + Wine

Matthew 25:1-13; Galatians 3:23-29, 4:1-5; Mark 5:24-34

Friday, December 5: St. Sabbas the Sanctified
Wine+0Oil
Luke 6:17-23; Galatians 5:22-26, 6:1-2; Matthew 11:27-30
Saturday, December 6: St. Nicholas the Wonderworker
Fish, Oil + Wine
John 10:1-9; Hebrews 13:17-21; Luke 6:17-23

Prayer Requests for Health of Soul and Body:
Metropolitan Alexios, Fr. Symeon (mission priest supported by our
parish), Fr. Mike, Panteleimon, Kassiani, Dimitri, Georgia, Maria,
Valerie, Dianna, Jeannie, Dawn, Kenneth, Mary, Kay, Helen, Nikki,
Austin, Kiley, Garrett, Carolina, Maria, Laurie, Lindsey, Randy,
Marina, Effie, Christina, Ashley, Brian, Bessie, Katerina, Karl, Colin,
Mitch, Rinne, Michael, Christian, Paul, Lucas, Nicholas, Kevin,
Andy, Karen, Vera, Adam, Debbie, Alberto, Sadith, Richelle,
Marion, Paul, George, Christina, Kristen, Diane, Lydia, Virgil, Lucy,
George, John, Pauline, Woody, Bill, Nicholas, Mandy, Benjamin,
Brenda, Gabriel, Bradaen, Teri, Barbara

Prayers for those recently reposed:
Leo (+October 26), Steven (+October 29), Bonnie (+November 14),
Delia (+November 19)

Prayers for expecting mothers:

Amanda, Emily, Maggie

Prayers for Military Personnel
and Their Families:
Benjamin George Davis, Joseph Fajloun,
Kyle Glotzbach, Robert Ice, Aleksander Zajac

Prayers for our Catechumens and
Inquirers into the Orthodox Church:

Adam, Alexander, Amanda, Aryn, Avery, Billy, Bobbie, Cherish,
Dakota, Daniel, Darryl, Ecaterina, Gavin, Hannah, Jessica, John,
Kyle, Macayla, Maegan, Max, Mary Emma, Nate, Noah, Ron, Sarah,
Sophia, Susan, Sydney, Tammy, Tristan, and pray for those who are
seeking Christ and His Church!

Weekly Wisdom of the Fathers and Mothers of our

Holy Orthodox Church:
Saint Basil the Great speaking to us about the trials of life:
“Trials are of two kinds. Either affliction will test our souls as
gold is tried in a furnace, and make trial of us through patience,
or the very prosperity of our lives will oftentimes, for many, be
itself an occasion of trial and temptation. For it is equally
difficult to keep the soul upright and undefeated in the midst of
afflictions, as to keep oneself from insolence and pride in
prosperity.”

Upcoming Celebrations This Week

Name Days—Chronia Polla, Many Years!
November 30: Andrew Adams, Daniel Filimon, Andreas Tsamolias
December 4: Erick Schwartzkopf
December 6: Nick Dermatas, Orion Nicholas Ice,

Nichole Lawrence, Nicholas Michalakis, Nicholas Poulos, Aaron
Nicholas Vrahiotes

Birthdays—Happy Birthday!
November 30: Stephen Butchko, Danai Esquivel
December 1: Terri Andros
December 2: Joseph Faljoun
December 3: Anna Kallergis, Yianni Pothoulakis
December 5: Cleo Bennette, Stacey Goss
December 6: George Stefanis, Steven Paul Syribeys, Gray Yates

Anniversaries—Congratulations!
None in the Records

(If you have a celebration that did not make it into the bulletin,
please e-mail Fr. Theodore!)

Announcements:
* Congratulations to Christopher Magiera and Alexandra
Stefanis who were wed in the Holy Mystery of Marriage
yesterday at Holy Cross. Koumbaroi/Sponsors for the
wedding were Jay and Eleni Dermatas. Congratulations to
the Michalakis family today on the occasion of the 40-day
blessing of baby Castor and mother Antigone!

* If you would like to participate in the Christmas [E]3t:=[x]
Poinsettias, please scan the QR Code to submit :
your name. The deadline to participate is December !

15th. For more information, contact Cristina Lekas. -

*YOUTH: We will be celebrating St. Nicholas in Sunday
School on 12/7. Please let Pres. Stacey know if your child will
be participating in the Nativity Pageant (12/14) by today at the
latest! Roles will be distributed this week and our one and only
practice and “dress rehearsal” will be December 7!

* The next Introduction to the Orthodox Church class
will take place Wednesday, December 3 at 6:30pm in
the Chapel. The topic for the next session will be our
Orthodox Christian understanding of the Divine Liturgy along
with a walk-through.

* The Festival Chairmen are asking for help on Sunday,
December 7th after the Divine Liturgy. We will be
reorganizing the back building and preparing it to be ready for
next year’s Festival. Please be sure to bring a change of
clothes.

* Greek School: Greek School has resumed for the Youth. If
your child/grandchild missed the first class last Sunday, please
contact Haris Sorovigas for more information at 517-449-
0909. For the Adults, if you are interested in learning Greek,
please contact Maria Bronisevsky by text message at 704-923-
9881 to gauge interest/look into schedules.

*Philoptochos is currently collecting items for the clinic at
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School. This is part of
a national Philoptochos initiative-Operation Classroom. Please
place your donations in the box located in the Narthex. Thank
you for your support! The following items are needed:
Acetaminophen and Ibuprofen (for ages 2-11), Pepto Bismol,
Triple Antibiotic Ointment, Orajel, Alcohol Pads, Cotton Balls,
3 oz Water Cups, Sandwich and Gallon Sized Ziploc Bags.



