Upcoming Schedule
Today, December 28 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday after Nativity
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
12:45pm Bible Study

Tuesday, December 30 6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class (Zoom Only)
Wednesday, December 31 5:30pm Great Vespers honoring St. Basil the Great
Thursday, January 1 Office Closed for News Years Day

10:00am Orthros

11:00am Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day of St. Basil the Great

Sunday, January 4 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday before Theophany
Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
Blessing of the Vasilopita at the end of the Liturgy
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy

Monday, January 5 9:30am Great (Royal) Hours of Theophany
6:00pm Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil and Blessing of the Waters on the Eve of
Theophany
Tuesday, January 6 9:30am Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy for the Feast Day of Theophany (Epiphany)
Great Blessing of the Waters at the end of the Liturgy

Wednesday, January 7 5:30pm Divine Liturgy for the Feast Day of Saint John the Baptist
6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class (In-Person/Zoom)

Thursday, January 8 10:00am Orthodox Book Study at Taste & See

Saturday, January 10 4:00pm Byzantine Chant Class

5:00pm Great Vespers
6:30pm Festival Wrap-Up Meeting with All Chairmen

Sunday, January 11 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday after Theophany
Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
12:45pm Bible Study

1:00pm Youth Greek School
Wednesday, January 14 5:30pm Vespers
6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class

GREEK ORTH OD OX CHURCH Thursday, January 15 10:00am Orthodox Book Study at Taste & See

Upcoming Epistle Readers: (1/4) Chad Ridley, Carter Zoumberis; (1/11) Helen Troupos, Beth Zoumberis

Orthros, part 1 Upcoming PC Member On-Duty: (1/4) Natalia S.; (1/11) Jim Lekas; (1/18) Maria Spicer; (1/25) Asst. Treasurer

OfYemar10] 859 First Street | Macon, Georgia 31201 | 478.621.0744 (office) Upcoming Ushers: (12/31) Eleni; (1/1) Charles G.; (1/4) Sarah D, Joanna P; (1/5a) Charles G; (1/5p) Haris S.
- www. holycrossga.org | Facebook: Ho lyCross MaconGA Upcoming Video Operators: (12/28) Gray, David N; (12/31) Norm; (1/1) David Z; (1/4+5) Natalia; (1/6) Cristina L.

Divine Liturgy

Fellowship Hosts: (1/4) Philoptochos; (1/11) Georgia Saratsiotis; (1/18) Danai Esquivel; (1/25) Haris Sorovigas

Our Parish Hymn of the Holy Cross of Christ:

Sunday, December 28, 2025
Sunday after the Nativity of Christ
Holy 20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your | s@oov Kupie 1ov Aadv cou kai eUAGYNoov 1AV KAnpovopiav
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil | cou, vikag Toig BaciAelol katd BapBapwv Swpolpevog Kai
and protect us all by Your Holy Cross. 10 GOV QUAGTTWY 1A ToU ZTaUPOoT cou TTOAITEUNA.

; . - To our Visitors and Guests: We extend a warm welcome to all worshiping with us today!
Eothinon/Orthros Gospel: Seventh (John 20:1-10) While Holy Communion, following ancient practice, is offered only to Orthodox Christians, non-
Mode of the Week: Fourth / Téraprog Orthodox may receive the blessed bread (antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service.

QR Codes (scan with smart phone for service texts) Please join us in the Parish House after the Divine Liturgy for Coffee Fellowship!




Epistle Reading

Oavuoorog 0 Ocog v 10ig dylois avTod.
2tly. Ev éxkinoioug evloyeite Tov
Ocov.
+++
Llpog I'oidrog Emiarolijc Ilodlov 1o
AVOyVaaTa.
+++
Aderpol, yvopilo vuiv 10 edayyéiov
1O gvayyeAloBev v Euod Ot 0K EoTl
Kot GvOpwmov: ovdE yap &yd mapd
avBpomov  mapélafov  avtd  0UtE
€0ayOnv, aAld O AmoKOAVWE®MG
Inood Xpiotod. 'Hxkovoate yap tnv
EUNV  AVOoTPOPN)Y TOTE €&V T®
Tovdaiou®d, Ot wad  vmepPoAnv
€dlokov TNV ékkAnociov tod Ogod kol
EnopBouv adTV, Kol TPOEKOTTOV £V TM
Tovdaioud VTEP TOAAOVG
cuovnAklotag &v T®  yével  pov,
TEPLGGOTEPMG (NAWMTNG VIAPYWV TAV
TOTPIKAOV pov mopaddcemv. ‘Ote d¢
€vo0dKkNoeY 0 Bedg O dpopicag pe &k
KOWiog puntpdg Hov Kol KOAEGOS Ol
TG YOP1Tog avTOd AmOKOAVYOL TOV
viov avtod &v €uoi, tva evayyeAilmpot
avTOV &v Toig &Bveoty, €VOBEMC oV
TpocavedEuny capkl Kol oipatt, ovde
aviiAOov eic ‘Tepocdivpa mPOC TOVC
PO €Uod AmMOGTOAOVLE, GAAL AmTAOovV
el Apafiav, Kol Ay vVIEoTPEYO €l
Aopaockdv. “Emerto peta € tpia
avijA@ov ¢€ic ‘Tepocorvua ioctopficat
[Tétpov, «xoi Eméuewva mPOg OOTOV
nuépag dekamévie: &tepov O& TOV
dmootOhmv 0Ok €idov &l pn Taxopov

TOV AdeApOv 10D Kupiov.

God is wondrous in His saints.
Verse: Bless God in the churches.
+++
The reading is from Paul’s Letter to
the Galatians. (1:11-19)
+++
Brethren, I would have you know
that the gospel which was preached
by me is not according to man. For
I did not receive it from man, nor
was I taught it, but it came through
a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you
have heard of my former life in
Judaism, how I persecuted the
church of God violently and tried to
destroy it; and I advanced in
Judaism beyond many of my own
age among my people, so extremely
zealous was I for the traditions of
my fathers. But when God who had
set me apart before I was born, and
had called me through his grace,
was pleased to reveal his Son in me,
in order that I might preach him
among the Gentiles, I did not confer
with flesh and blood, nor did I go
up to Jerusalem to those who were
apostles before me, but I went away
into Arabia; and again I returned to
Damascus. Then after three years I
went up to Jerusalem to visit
Cephas, and remained with him
fifteen days. But I saw none of the
other apostles except James the

Lord’s brother.

The Holy Gospel Reading according to St. Matthew (2:13-23)
Sunday after Nativity

Avoyopnodviov tdv paymv, i0ov dyyeiog
Kvpiov ¢@aivetor kot Ovoap 1@ Toone
Ayov gyepbeig mapbroPe tO modiov Kod
Vv untépa avtod Kol eedye €ig Alyvmtov,
kol ot kel Emg Gv €lmw cor pédder yap
‘Hpodng {ntelv 10 moudiov tod dmoréoan
avtd. O 8¢ éyepbeig mapéhafe O moudiov
Kol TNV pntépa.  ovtod  VUKTOG Ko
dveympnoev gig Afyvrtov, koi v kel Emg
Mg televtiic ‘Hpmdov, tva mAnpwbf 0
pnoev Hvmo tod Kvpiov 610 100 mwpoertov
Aéyovrog &€ Alyvmtov ékdheso TOV VIOV
pov. Téte Hpdong idwv 6t Evemaiydn vmo
TOV udyov, é0vpumdn Alav, kol drooteilog
aveile Tavtog Tovg maidoc Tovg v Bnbiespn
Kol év maol Tolg opiolg avTic amd O1eTovg
Kol  KOTOTEP®, KOTOL TOV  XpOVOV OV
Nkpipwce Tapd TOV paywv. 10T EMANPOON
10 pnoev vmo lepepiov 10D TPOPNTOL
Aéyovtog eovi &v Poud nrovcdn, Bptivog
Kol KAoOROg Kol O0LVpUOG TOADS Paymi
Khaiovoo Ta Tékvo avTHG, Kol ovk T0ele
TapokAnOival, ot 00K elotv.
Tehevtoavtog o6& 100 ‘Hpddoov idov
dyyehog Kvplov kot Ovap oaivetar @
Toone &v  Alydmto  Aéyov:  éyepbeig
napdroape TO modiov Kol TV UNTEPA OTOD
Kol Topevov &ig yiv Topank: tebvikact yap
ol {ntodvteg v yoynv tod moudiov. O O
gyepbelc mopéiafe 1O modiov kol TNV
untépo avtod kai MAOev eic yiiv TopanA.
axovcag 0& 0Tt Apyélaog Paciiedel €l Tig
Tovdaiag avti ‘Hpddov 10D matpdg avtod,
EpoPnOn €xel amelbeiv: ypnuaticbeig o€
Kat Ovap dveydpnoev €ig ta péPMN THG
ToAAaiog, kol EABOV KatdKNoeV €ic TOAWV
Aeyouévnv  Nalopét, Omm¢ mANpwOf 10
pnoev o tdv mpoentdv 61t Nalwpoiog
KAnonoetat.

When the magi had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, “Rise, take the child and
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there till I tell you; for Herod is
about to search for the child, to destroy
him.” And he rose and took the child and
his mother by night, and departed to
Egypt, and remained there until the
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what
the Lord had spoken by the prophet,
“Out of Egypt have I called my son.”
Then Herod, when he saw that he had
been tricked by the magi, was in a furi-
ous rage, and he sent and killed all the
male children in Bethlehem and in all
that region who were two years old or
under, according to the time which he
had ascertained from the magi. Then was
fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet
Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel
weeping for her children; she refused to
be consoled, because they were no
more.” But when Herod died, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the
child and his mother, and go to the land
of Israel, for those who sought the child’s
life are dead.” And he rose and took the
child and his mother, and went to the
land of Israel. But when he heard that
Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there, and being warned in a dream he
withdrew to the district of Galilee. And
he went and dwelt in a city called
Nazareth, that what was spoken by the
prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be
called a Nazarene.”



HOLY CROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer

IIpoiotauevog/Presiding Priest

Cell: 770.256.0290

Office Days: Tuesday through Friday: call or email Fr. for appointment
Holy Confession: call or email Fr. to schedule

E-mail: frtheodore@holycrossga.org

Bulletin for the week of December 28, 2025

Ushers on Duty: Nic Poulos & David Zoumberis

Altar Servers: All Adult/Youth Servers

Epistle Readers: Pete Tsamolias (Greek); Charles Glotzbach (English)
Fellowship Host (Thank You!): Helen Vardy

Video: Gray + David N.

PC Member On-Duty: Gray Yates

Today our Holy Orthodox Church
commemorates:

+ Sunday after the Nativity: The Holy and Righteous
Ancestors of God: Joseph (Ioor)p 0 Mvnotipag) the
Betrothed; James (Iakwfog), the Brother of the
Lord; and David (Aafid) the Prophet and King

On the Sunday that falls on or immediately after the twenty-
sixth of this month, we make commemoration of Saints Joseph,
the Betrothed of the Virgin; David, the Prophet and King; and
James, the Brother of God. When there is no Sunday within
this period, we celebrate this commemoration on the 26th.

+ The Holy 20,000 Martyrs in Nicomedia including
the Holy Martyrs Indos (IvSng), Gorgon
(Topyoviog), Peter (IIétpog), Zeno (Znvwv),
Mardonios (Mapdoviog), Dorotheos (AwpoBeog) the
Courtier, Theophilos (®ed@ihog) the Deacon,
Mygdonios (Mvuydoviog), Glycerius (TAvképiog) the
Priest, and Domna (Aouva) (+303)

All these Saints, some 20,000 in number, were burned alive in
the year 303, while they were gathered in church. This came to
pass during the reign of Diocletian and Maximian. According
to the Synaxarion, this took place on the day of Christ's
Nativity. Eusebius says that, of the Christians then living in
Nicomedia, all were slain by imperial decree - some by the
sword, and others by fire, and that, because of their divine and
inexpressible ardour, both men and women cast themselves
into the fire. Besides those burned in church. the following, who
were slain in the same Persecution, are commemorated today.
Indus, Gorgonius, and Peter were cast into the sea; Glycerius
the Presbyter and Mardonius were burned; Dorotheus the
Prefect and Zeno were beheaded; Theophilus the Deacon was
stoned; Mygdonius was buried alive; and Domna, who had
been a priestess of the idols, believed in Christ, and was
baptized, was beheaded and cast into the fire.

+ Our Devout Father Simon (Zipwv) the Myrrh-
Streamer, founder of the Simonopetra Monastery on
Mount Athos (+1287)

Through the intercessions of Your Saints, O God, have mercy
on us and save us. Amen.

Variable Hymns of the Day in the Divine
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (page 8 in
the Pew Book):

e Hymn of Christmas (H I'¢vvnoig oov, Fourth Mode):

Your nativity, O Christ our God, has caused the light of
knowledge to rise upon the world. For therein the
worshippers of the stars were by a star instructed to worship
You, the Sun of Righteousness, and to know You as Orient
from on high. Glory to You, O Lord. (Sung before the Small
Entrance and after the Resurrectional Hymn. Greek Text
found in hymnal on pg. 198)

e  Weekly Resurrectional Hymn (To @aibpov, Fourth
Mode):

When the women disciples of the Lord heard the Angel
joyously proclaim the resurrection, they cast aside the
ancestral verdict, and boasting in glory they said to the
Apostles, “Death has been despoiled! Christ God has risen,
granting the great mercy to the world!” (Greek Text found in
hymnal on pg. 110)

e  Hymn of the Ancestors of God (EvayyeAifov Iwone,
Second Mode):

Annunciate the miracles to David the ancestor of God, O
Joseph. You saw the Virgin pregnant. You glorified with the
shepherds. You worshipped with the Magi. And you were
warned by an Angel. Entreat Christ God to save our souls.

e Hymn of the Holy Cross (Zwoov Kvpte, First Mode):

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your inheritance.
Give victory to those who battle evil and protect us all by Your
Holy Cross. (Greek text found on the back of the bulletin)

e The Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ (H IIapB6évog
onuepov, Third Mode):

On this day the Virgin gives * birth to the Super-essential. *
To the Unapproachable, * earth is providing the grotto. *
Angels sing and with the shepherds offer up glory. *
Following a star the Magi are still proceeding. * He was born
for our salvation, a newborn Child, the pre-eternal God.
(Greek Text found in Hymnal on pg. 244)

Guidance, Prayer Requests, and Announcements

This Week’s Daily Commemorations
Fasting Guidance and Scripture Readings:
Sunday, December 28: 20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia
No Fasting
John 20:1-10; Galatians 1:11-19; Matthew 2:13-23
Monday, December 29: Holy Innocents slain by Herod
No Fasting
Hebrews 2:11-19; Matthew 2:13-23
Tuesday, December 30: St. Anysia of Thessaloniki
No Fasting
Hebrews 9:8-23; Mark 11:11-23
Wednesday, December 31: St. Melania the Younger
No Fasting
Hebrews 10:1-18; Mark 11:22-26
Thursday, January 1: St. Basil the Great
No Fasting
John 10:1-9; Colossians 2:8-12; Luke 2:20-21, 40-52
Friday, January 2: St. Seraphim of Sarov
No Fasting
Hebrews 5:4-10; John 3:1-15
Saturday, January 3: St. Genevive of Paris
No Fasting
I Timothy 3:13-16; 4:1-5; Matthew 3:1-6

Prayer Requests for Health of Soul and Body:
Metropolitan Alexios, Fr. Symeon (mission priest supported by our
parish), Fr. Mike, Panteleimon, Kassiani, Dimitri, Georgia, Maria,
Valerie, Dianna, Jeannie, Dawn, Kenneth, Mary, Kay, Helen, Nikki,
Austin, Carolina, Maria, Laurie, Lindsey, Randy, Marina, Effie,
Christina, Ashley, Brian, Bessie, Katerina, Karl, Colin, Mitch, Rinne,
Michael, Christian, Paul, Lucas, Nicholas, Kevin, Andy, Karen, Vera,
Adam, Debbie, Alberto, Sadith, Richelle, Marion, Paul, George,
Christina, Kristen, Diane, Lydia, Virgil, Lucy, George, John,
Pauline, Woody, Bill, Nicholas, Mandy, Benjamin, Brenda, Gabriel,
Bradaen, Barbara, Taylor, Elizabeth, Rich, Penny, Brian

Prayers for those recently reposed:
Delia (+November 19), George (+December 3),
Debbie (+December 6), Teri (+December 23)

Prayers for expecting mothers:

Amanda, Maggie, Kémie

Prayers for Military Personnel
and Their Families:

Benjamin George Davis, Joseph Fajloun,
Kyle Glotzbach, Robert Ice, Aleksander Zajac

Prayers for our Catechumens and
Inquirers into the Orthodox Church:
Adam, Alexander, Amanda, Aryn, Avery, Billy, Bobbie, Cherish,
Dakota, Daniel, Darryl, Ecaterina, Gavin, Hannah, Jessica, John,
Kyle, Macayla, Maegan, Max, Mary Emma, Nate, Noah, Ron, Sarah,
Sophia, Susan, Sydney, Tammy, Tristan, and pray for those who are
seeking Christ and His Church!

Weekly Wisdom of the Fathers and Mothers of
our Holy Orthodox Church:

St. Basil the Great (commemorated this week on January 1)
with a good reminder for us as we have just celebrated
Christmas and the presents and all: “When someone steals
another’s clothes, we call them a thief. Should we not give the
same name to one who could clothe the naked and does not?
The bread in your cupboard belongs to the hungry; the coat
unused in your closet belongs to the one who needs it; the shoes
rotting in your closet belong to the one who has no shoes; the

money which you hoard up belongs to the poor.”

Upcoming Celebrations This Week

Name Days—Chronia Polla, Many Years!
December 28: David Lee Bradford, David Needham
December 31: Melanie Moye
January 1: Bessie Andros, Basil Ehmer, Vasile Iftime, Betty
Maxwell, Bill Vasilopoulos, Kiki Vasilopoulos, Carter Zoumberis
January 2: Sebastian Seraphim Wolfe
January 3: Jennifer Kangas

Birthdays—Happy Birthday!
December 31: Susan McCluskey
January 2: Demetri Kostakis
January 3: Lukas Esquivel, Cristina Lekas, Max Wheeler

Anniversaries—Congratulations!
December 30: Hannah & Demetri Kostakis
January 3: Father Theodore & Presvytera Stacey Ehmer

(If you have a celebration that did not make it into the bulletin,
please e-mail Fr. Theodore!)

Announcements:

* 2026 Stewardship Cards were blessed a couple of
Sundays ago. If you were unable to turn your card in, there is
still time to make your commitment for 2026. If you have
misplaced your card, you can locate an extra one in the
Narthex or online.

* The next Introduction to the Orthodox Church class
will take place Tuesday, December 30 at 6:30pm on
Zoom ONLY. The topic for the next session will be our
O}I;thO(}ilOX Christian understanding of the Holy Fathers of the
Church.

* There will be a Festival Wrap-Up Meeting held on
Saturday, January 10th after Great Vespers. If you are a chair
of a booth or any other area, please plan to attend. Please let
David Zoumberis know by next Sunday, January 4th if you are
able to attend so we can properly plan for dinner.

* Philoptochos is currently collecting items for the clinic at
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School. This is part of
a national Philoptochos initiative-Operation Classroom. Please
place your donations in the box located in the Narthex. Thank
you for your support! The following items are needed:
Acetaminophen and Ibuprofen (for ages 2-11), Pepto Bismol,
Triple Antibiotic Ointment, Orajel, Alcohol Pads, Cotton Balls,
3 oz Water Cups, Sandwich and Gallon Sized Ziploc Bags.

* Philoptochos will also be hosting the Blessing of the
Vasilopites on the Sunday following the Feast of St. Basil,
which will be Sunday, January 4. Please consider making a
Vasilopita and bringing it to Church to share with our Holy
Cross Family. Philoptochos will also have a collection on this
day to support the St. Basil Orphanage.

* Be on the lookout for the sign-up (email to be sent this week)
for the House Blessings that will be taking place as per
tradition after the Feast of Theophany on January 6. There
will be sign-ups for dates and times throughout the months of
January and February.

Happy New Year! KaAn Xpovia!



