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SUNDAY SERVICES FIND US ONLINE
(For services during the week, www.holycrossga.org
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Divine Liturgy 10:30am
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Father TheodoreB® Message
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3rd Quarter (JuBeptember) Financial Report
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TOTAL EXPENSES | S 24,124.07 S 23,506.38 S 21,600.36

NET/DEFICIT

S (4931.37) S (3,593.22) S 2,551.72

As we enter this season of gratitude and giving, we invite you to remember your church fam¥lgur generosij/
beautifies our worship n d

sustains

our ministries,

Third quarter stewardship statements have been emailed. If you did not get it, contact treasurer@holycr
Please take a moment to review your giving and fulfill any remaining 2025 commitments before the year erds. Eve
gift, no matter the size, makes a difference as we work together toward our parish goals.

Thank you for your faithfulness and for supporting the mission of our church during this blessed time of year.
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Stewardship Committee
Tassie Cantrell, Charles Glotzbach & Beth Zoumberis

In early July, we sent a Midear Greeting and Stewardship Invitation to those who had not yet contfibuted

financially to the church. Out of some 60 letters sent out, 27 families ANSWERED THIS CALL TO
contributing financially, submitting their commitment card or both! We give thanks to God for each o

have answered the financial call to stewardship. As of now, 62% of our registered families have c
financially this year. Yay! Holy Cross Stewards! If you are among the 33 who have not yet contribu
church, 1tdéds not too | ate! HOLY CROSS NEEDS BH

Where We Stand (as of the end of October):

1 Total Family Units Registered at Holy Crod423 (including those exempt)
1 Families Who Have Submitted a Commitment Catd:(was 41 last quarter)
1 Families Who Have Contributed Financially6 (was 62 last quarter)

ACTIC
you w
tribute
d to t
V ER

If you have a special circumstance that prevents you from supporting the church financially, please speak

with Fr. Theodore so you can be added to those exempt from giving.

CALL TO ACTION #1Give at least $56 per week until the end of the year. No Missed Weeks!

Financial Stewardship for 2025 Budgeted: $ 181,000.00
Stewardship Received as of Octobers81 $ 154,497.76
BALANCE NEEDED TO MEET OUR BUDGET by Decethber 31 $ 26,502.24

it is very doable. If every contributing member can give just $8.00 per day (or $56 per week) we
more than meet this goal. Just $8 per day till the end of the year. If those who have not been g
prioritize this and join forces with all of those who do give, we will make light work out of this and ma
for the church!!'($56 per week is 10% of someone making $29,120 per year.)

This is $ 13,251.12 each month for the remaining two months of the year. This may sound like a IijbUt

CALL TO ACTION #2Fill out and submit your 2026 Commitment Card to the Church by or before Dec
where they will be blessed all together for the Glory of God!

Please make a commitment to GIVE:
Give Generously! Give Joyously! Give Regularly! To the end of this year!

ill
ing
re

AND then dondt stop. Make this your |Jper

May God richly bless each and every one of you. Let us walk this journey together, and build a stronger, mc

united Holy Cross and living witnesses of a life in Christ.

With gratitude and hope,
The Stewardship Committee: Tassie Cantrell, Beth Zoumberis, Charles Glotzbach

Stewardship Pledge cards are available in the Narthex, next to the Sunday service bulletins. If you
submitted a Stewardship Pledge Card, please fill out the card and place it in the box in the Narthex ¢
in to:
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church
Attention: Treasurer
859 1st St
Macon, GA 31201

Prefer to give onl i Yeafo: @HagCiossMacom§asteApp:$HolyErossiMaton|:

have r
r mail
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If you feel like you should be listed as a Parishioner in Good Standing,
please contact Maria Spicer.
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PHILOPTOCHOS Our Mission:
) 4 To promote charitable, benevolent and philanthropic outreac
to preserve the sanctity of life and family;
and to perpetuate and promote our Orthodox faith and traditic

Dear Father Theodore and Fellow Parishioners,

It is hard to believe that fall is coming to an end and that we are already
moving forward into December and the New Year! Our community

was busy with preparations for our Festival and now that this is behind

us, | would like to invite everyone to help Philoptochos focus on

helping those in need, and through our efforts we can make the
holidays a little bit brighter for many.

We need your support so that we can keep making things | Several parishioners brought Fanouropita
happen. Locally, we adopted 2 families for Thanksgiving, and we are | (St. Fanourios cake) to be blessed; ay
q . ' A St. Fanourios intercede for us all!
preparing to adopt a family for Christmas. We are continuing our
work with Operation Classroom, which is a National Initiative to support underserved schools and
students. From providing essential supplies to fostering educational opportunities, these efforts exemplify the
heart of Phil opt ochos & Forthe next few manthss wer aveeplamwingt td suppartv e .
Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School, and we thank Denna Bradford, our Chairperson for Operation
Classroom 20252026. We are currently collecting items for the school clinic, including Acetaminophen and
much needed supplies for the health and wellness of their students. Please place your donations in the box
located in the Narthex. We will deliver them in January!

ITEMS BEING COLLECTED FOR THE SCHOOL CLINIC:
Chil drends Acet alhi- Cbphednefages$ b-Bl) rPedtodBismo{ (stanach reedies)
Triple antibiotic ointment - Orajel - Alcohol Pads - Cotton Balls
Water Cups (30z) - Sandwich and Gallon Sized Ziploc Bags

We will begin the next Phase in January, stay tuned for more details on ways you can help. | want to
personally thank those who have already donated towards Operation Classroom and those who quietly work
behind the scenes with the local Backpack Ministry which is so critical to the lives of so many children right
here in middle Georgia.

The historic 20th Biennial Children's Medical Fund (CMF) Luncheon was held and hosted by the Metropolis
of Atlanta Philoptochos and was a great success! Our Metropolis President, Irene Politis, who is our sister
originally from Holy Cross, did an amazing job leading and organizing the luncheon on September 27, 2025.
The luncheon bore witness to the love of Christ, affirming the sacred mission of Philoptochos to serve 'the
least of these' with faith and compassion. The event was honored by the presence of His Eminence
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, His Eminence Metropolitan Sevastianos of Atlanta, and His Grace
Bishop Athenagoras of Nazianzos, National Philoptochos Spiritual Advisor. Their blessings and words of
encouragement reminded all present that philanthropy, in its truest sense, is the living expression of our
Orthodox Christian faith. For more information on the luncheon go to: https://bit.ly/4AnoPG2Z

Thank you all for your support! If you would like to join, have questions or
want to make suggestions, please come to me or a board member and we will
be happy to help!

To read more from our National Philoptochos, please visit: https://
www.philoptochos.org/philanthropy  -witness-newsletter/

Your Sister In Christ, Sarah Drakopoulos, President


https://bit.ly/4noPG2Z
https://www.philoptochos.org/philanthropy-witness-newsletter/
https://www.philoptochos.org/philanthropy-witness-newsletter/
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Sunday, Sept. 21st, was our irst day of Sunday
School! Fr. Theodore prayed the Agiasmo (Blessing

Aok it 1 the teachers, students, and classrooms. [
Dear Holy Cross Family, Dear Father Theodore and Holy Cross Family,

Christ is in our midst! We thank Erick and Cheryl Schwartzkopf for on September 13th the Holy Cross Greek Orthodox high
approachable, loving, and kind leadership the past few years as "school students joined with Orthodox brothers and sisters
Youth Directors/As Nate is now in college and they are focusing across middle Georgia to pursue the Cross at the 4th Annual
other ministry areas of the church, they have prayerfully askec PanOrthodox Cross Dive! Sunday School started back in
share back the Youth leadershiple're going to revisit a model that September 21, and in October, our beautiful dancers
we utilized several years back where families of youth sign up to t Performed at the 18th Annual Central Georgia Greek
turns "Host Coordinating” the youth activity for the month! Later zftsr:g?lértlis ;Pgﬁ?ﬂ S?ﬁgrgeﬁc‘;‘r’;‘p"\"s‘ggmglalggaﬁoig%rgg:‘g
month Il send out a signup with more '”formatﬁep?“.ate'y’ t_he the Youth decbratedgpumpkins and Iearned)}ust how fast Mr.
2026 St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival official Topics Erick can run in dress shoes!
published! Additionally, we've been asked to host the Central Dist - - -
(10 churches closest to us in the Metropolis) Oratorical Festival! A December will bring a living Nativity icon as the Youth tell the
blessing, whiclve pray will bear many fruits. So many exciting thinSt ¢y of Chri st Jesusds Incarn
to look forward to. Parents, thank you in advance for bringing y« The past two years Erick and | have been privileged to lead
children to church as consistently as possible. Sending love to you the Youth of Holy Cross, and as our youngest has moved on to
. college, we are ending our time of service with the Youth.
In Christ, How blessed we are by each precious child at Holy Cross!!

FIEE, SEEE) Listen out for plans for Youth leadership in 2026.

Upcoming Dates to Note! Yours in Christ, Erick and Cheryl Schwartzkopf

Dec 6 Christmas Caroling together with Choir

Dec 7 St. Nicholas Day in Sunday School; Pageant practice

Dec 13: St. Modestos Pet Blessing

Dec 14  Nativity Pageant \

Dec 2730: Winter Youth Rally in Atlanta (Metropolis of Atlanta wide.
Basketball, Volleyball, & Bible Bowl tournament) '

Jan 1519: Hellenic Dance Festival in New Orleans (Metropolis of
Atlanta wide)

Feb 8 Parish Level St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival

Feb 8 Godparent Sunday

March 14: District Level Oratorical Festival; hosted by Holy Cros
Macon




Building Committee

Jim Lekas, Alex Saratsiotis & David Zoumberis

The building committee has been busy this year, trying to maintain the integrity and beauty of o
property at Holy Cross. For those of you who were unable to attend the general assembly meetin
we will try to bring you wto-date on some of the projects that have been completed and sonje that

still need to be accomplished.

Most of you probably know that the parish house is in dire need of repairs and painting.

have

received a quote to fix wood rot, scrape peeling paint, caulk, and paint the entire house for g cost c

$16,670.43. We also received a quote to install gutters on the house which will help protec

it fror

future wood rot and expensive repairs. The quote for gutters is $6480. Both of these projegts ha

been put on hold because of lack of funds.

We would like to acknowledge and thank one of our catechumens, Ron Fuertes, for spearhead

multiple projects for our committee:

y Obtaining a crew to repair damaged stucco on the front right bell tower of the churgh. The

total cost was $1500.

Y Repairing the iron railings in front of the parish house.

Yy Obtaining the crew that poured the new concrete slab on the walkway between the
and the parish house. The cost for this project was $1200.

churc

vy Obtaining a crew to replace the roof over the back door to the parish house removing the
dilapidated chimney and replacing the rotted siding with hardy board. Total cost fpr this

project $4174.41.

Y Big thanks to Norman Adams, Charles Glotzbach and Ray Vardy, who one Saturda
afternoon replaced the rotten railing at the back entrance to the parish house.

vyl f you havendt noticed, we have hot wgter

church for Fr. Theodore. This has long been overdue and with the help of Ron Fugrtes, |
Vardy and Richard Stewart two hot water heaters were installed under the church &nd ar

working perfectly due to their expertise in plumbing and electrical.
Yy Ron has also donated a beautiful solid wooden door that we will install sometime socE

basement of the church. Some of you may not know the door was damaged when
tried to break into the basement. The next time you see these gentlemen, please th
for the generosity of their time, talents and treasures.

These old buildin(Erg
require  constarjsss
upkeep to maintaif
their beauty andi
integrity. If you hav
any questions
concerns, pleag
address them to thES
building committe
members Jim Leks
David Zoumberis
Alex Saratsiotis .

Thank you! :
Building Committee s

for tr
omec
nk th
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MARK YOUR

NATIVIT‘I
PAGEANT

SUNDAY, DEC. 14
AFTER DIVINE LITURGY

NATIVITY SCHEDULE

Holy Cross Greek Orthodos Church, Macon

SUN 12/21 9:15am Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy

TUES 12/23 5:30pm Vespers for the Forefeast of

the Nativity of Christ

Nativity of our Lord -
Christmas Eve Services

WED 12/24 8:30am Royal Hours & Great Vespers

5:30pm Orthros
6:30pm Divine Liturgy for Christmas

LENTEN
JOURNEY

TO THE

ways to volunteer and

assist during Lent and
Great and Holy Week!

BLESSINGS

If you would like to have your house blessed for

The link will be located on our church webpage
as well as the ZI
Contact Father Theodore if you need help signing up.

the new year, please schedule your appointment onling.

n ofaN vember 20th oly Cross Church
ntern aq held a H<\)'I§/ @gcl %er@me tlgecelebrge#hg I:Entfance of the

Theotokos into the Temple, one of the twelve Great Feasts of
the Church Year.



HOLY SACRAMENTS & SERVICES

T

Pictured to the Left:
September 1, 2025
Cherish Dempsey

Pictured to the Right:
November 2, 2025
Amanda & Darryl Piper,
John Mason,
Noah Milligan,

~ Billy & Maegan Hughes, and
Aryn & Adam Edmondson

and their daughter, Sarah

Wedding

|

Welcome to all of our Catechumens!

Julian Pablo Fuertes
Godparents:
Erick & Cheryl Schwartzkopf
November 22, 2025

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Magiera
November 29, 2025
Koumbara/Sponsor:

Eleni Dermatas Evans

o

| 1
Antigone Michalakis
Castor Michalakis
November 30, 2025

Congratulations & God Grant You Many Years!

Funeral

George Antonio Poulos

February 7, 1949 -
October 14, 2025

May his memory
be eternal!

Introducing
The Orthodox Church

Its Faith and Life

Orthodox
Book
Swudy

How to be a Sinner:
Finding Yourself in
the Language of Repentance
by respected Orthodox author
and theologian, Peter Bouteneff

Anthony M. Coniaris

23mp PrinTiNG

e

THURSDAY mornings, 10am
Beginning 11/6

Taste and See Coffee Shop
Downtown Macon

ALL ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE!
BOOK IS AVAILABLE IN OUR HC BOOKSTORE
AND VARIOUS ONLINE SELLERS

American Red Cross
B oD DFS’VE
ED., JANUARY ST

CONSIDER SIGNING UP
DONATING BLOOD!

Give Blood * Give Life

Interested in Learning
More About
Orthodoxy?

Join Father Theodore ea
Wednesday at 6:30pm i
the Church Library.

Classes are available
in person and on zoom
For the zoom link,
please contact
Father Theodore.

This class is for Inquire
Catechumens and Lifelo
Orthodox Christians
who would like to contin
learning about the faith.
Visit our bookstore to
purchase your copy.

AND




On September 13th and 14th, we had a full and most blessed weekend celebrating the Feast of our
Church Great Vespers, Picnic, Agiasmo (Blessing of the Water), Cross Dive, Orthros, and Divine Liturgy
for the Elevation of the Cross! M&WIN&Eross AXIAIr | o

Worthy! To Katy Constantinides of the Annunciation Cathedral who retrieved the 2025 Cross.




