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Father Theodore® Message
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Financial Renort

SECOND QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT

$30,000

$25,000

$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$5,000
S0

APR MAY JUN

m TOTAL REVENUE m TOTAL EXPENSES

APR MAY JUN

TOTAL REVENUE | S 25,404.81 S  12,911.20 S 22,288.21
TOTAL EXPENSES | S 22,570.49 S 20,047.61 S 24,186.63
NET/DEFICIT S 2,834.32 S (7,136.41) S (1,898.42)
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PHILOPTOCHOS

Our Mission:
To promote charitable, benevolent and philanthropic outreach;
to preserve the sanctity of life and family;
and to perpetuate and promote our Orthodox faith and traditions.

" OAAGET ¢cO &AOQOEAO 4EATATOA ATA 1T U EAT1Tx (11U #0171 0O 0AOEOEE
y Al ETT1 OAA 1T1TAA ACAET OI EAOA AAAT Ai AAGAA OEA DOAOGEA
i Al ARGEAOA 1 AAREAO AOAXxARDEEAEOARA AAT)A EEAGA xA xEI 1 ARKAI IADIAE

AgAEOAA AAT OO OEA AAcellTEIC T & OEA TAx AAAI AGEAOOEAAI UAA

E
EATA Oi 160 PAOEOE AO I BAE AO xA AAIl 8

4EEO UAAOh 100 AEADOAO EO AQAEOAA Oi OAEA DPAOO ET / DPAOAOE!
AOAOU AEAPOAO OI DPAOOT AO xEOE A 11T AAl OAEITTI1 OEAO Al O1 A Al

Ui 6 AAT CcAO ETO1T1 OAA AT A EAI DB OO0 CEOA AAAE O OEA AAAEAAOAZ

7ii Al 1T /&£ OEEITHPOI AET Oh &O1T i Al1 CAT AOAOETT Oh AOA ATT1AAO/

Al AAOEOA OI 1A EI OEA COI k0B AEADD@OOﬁ@AEOIEEtQIHI#ORQOAH

i Ai AAOO o1 ETET ATA AA A PAOCO Jm Anccn Al
7A EAOA A EOI1T UAAO AEAAA ETA
T / BAOACEIT #1 AOOOT T

T 71 OEET ¢ xEOE OEA " AAEPAAE - E

1 4EA #EEI AOAT EO - AAEABDOA DA A
AO OEA -AOOIDPIIEO

21T TATA -AsTT AT A (1 O6OA

T AOEGEET T A | OOOAARE A‘IChildren’s
1 OACEOCEEITAOC | OOOAAAE A0 OE/ pejical Fund
q /99 @l[OA[ 0AOOOU 4 0AU &0|A(Sememberzzzo25
T ' AipO6 A EAIEIi U A& O 4EAIEOQEcmmmm
T AT PO A EAIT EI U & O #EOEOOIA(QE?
‘ The Greek Orthodox Ladies
T , AT 6AT AT A 0Aii 301 AAU ,OIAE“ ¢ PHILOPTOCHOS
) L SOCIETY
)y 1TTE &£ OxAOA O A POI ABGAOGEO,
7EQOE OEOOAOI U 11 6Ah

3A0OAE $OAEI BI OIT O

20252026 Philoptochos Boa

| resider®arah Drakopoulos
4 1st VP: Helen Vardy
2nd VP:Pam Poulos

¥ Corr. Secretary: Antigone Michalakis
Member at Large: Denna Bradford
Advisor: Cleo Bennette




Planning Committee
Emily Dermaias (Chairperson), Cleo Bennette, Cristina Lekas, Kathye Patras, Cheryl Stef

On Sunday, August 10th, Father Panayiotis Papageorgiou, PhD, of Trisagion Films and Proistamenos of Holy
Transfiguration G.O.C. in Marietta, presented a special lecture on Iconography after the Divine Liturgy.
Father Panayiotis explained our holy tradition of iconography, and how religious art has evolved over the
years. He gave us a better understanding on how to interpret Orthodox icons and their interpretation of
biblical text. Afterwards, everyone was invited to a Lenten luncheon prepared by the Planning Committee.

A conference table, upholstered chairs, desk, a credenza, and large bookcases have been donated by
Cheryl and George Stefanis. The bookcases are a welcomed addition to our bookstore, and the conference
table and chairs replaced the folding table and chairs in the workroom.

Family and friendsoé | etters have been sent. Each mai i ng
pledge form. If there are any additional friend and family names, please submit to the church office.
Remember we are launching Project Agape: phase IV Iconography. This is a three -year campaign. We are

truly blessed at Holy Cross!

Building Committee

Jim Lekas, Alex Saratsiotis, David Zoumberis

The Building Committee has been busy this quarter. We have been getting quotes to fix the wood
rot, scrap peeling paint, caulk and paint the entire parish house. These efforts have been put on
hold wunti.l funds can be obtained, but hopefull y] we
house is in desperate need of some tender loving care! We want to thank Ron Fuertes for his help
fixing the metal railing leading up to the front door on the parish house. He also poured a new
concrete slab on the walkway between the church and the parish house. Ron is also taking the
lead for replacing the roof and rotten siding over the back door of the parish house, including the
removal of the brick chimney. God bless you Ron, we are so grateful to have you and your family
in our church!

Recently, the wood railing at the back entrance of the parish house was taken down and
replaced. We would like to thank Ray Vardy, Norm Adams and Charles Glotzbach who
graciously took the time on their Saturday to replace the rotten railing which was falling apart and
causing a safety hazard. God has blessed our church in so many ways, and continues to do so!
Thanks again to all who have helped keep our church functional and beautiful, and most of all,
Glory to God!




Erick and Cheryl Schwartzkopf
Youth Ministry Directors
schwartzecn@ahoo. com
Greetings Father Theodore and Holy Cross Families!
This quarter many of our Holy Cross » Thanksg‘iving‘ta
Camp, celebrated the end of summer Potluck
and received back to school blessings for the coming school year. . Coffee Hour!
As we look forward to fall, we have two big events on the calendar. On (= THE LAST SUNDAY BEFORE
September 13th, our community will celebrate our 4th Annual Cross Dive. THNEOh\',AJJ\\é'ETg ;ﬁ:“
This event will include pan -Orthodox high school students from around e g0l S e LN

middle Georgia at Lake
Tobesofkee. They will show their
love for our faith and dive for the
Cross.

Finally, on the weekend of October
24-26, our youth will serve at the
18th Annual Central Georgia Greek
Festival!

In Christ Love,
Erick and Cheryl Schwartzkopf

Greetings in Christ!

I am thrilled that our two fantastic Sunday School Teachers, Helen Vardy and Gray
Yates, will be teaching again this upcoming year. Please bring your children as|
consistently as you can so that they may absorb as muchas possible, and also so that
the teachers might be able to prepare accordingly. An Agiasmo (Blessing of the %
Waters) will commence the Sunday School year on Sunday, Sept. 21st. In early;
September, | will contact each family
School.

Love in Christ,
Presvytera Stacey

Upcoming
Dates to
Note:

The First Day of
2025-2026
Sunday School
year will be on
September 21st

Pumpkin Carving

A few pictoral highlights for the Youth on

of Clergy Laity in

Charleston, o Thursday,
adventure, Prosforo October 30th

baking, Panagiri fun and

our St . Stephe 6pm

Camp drop -off day!




Stewardship Committee
Tassie Cantrell

Cone and
A

SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 13TH

As we reach the midpoint of the year, the Stewardship

Committee has been actively reaching out to our beloved HOLY CROSS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH,

Holy Cross family. In early July, we sent a Mid -Year Greeting along with the AIOPA

and Stewardship Invitation to encourage each parishioner (Atlanta Inter-Orthodox Parish Association),

to takde part :n the life and ministry Iofhour chlfqrch. If you invites you to our NAME DAY celebration and

consider Holy Cross your spiritual home, then you are T

already part of our Stewardship family. Our goal is 100% 4“_' ANNUAI- P AN,'ORTHODO.X CROSS DIVE!

participation because stewardship is not just about giving; e X St =

itds about belonging, committ

together in faith. $15 mmsou
(FREE FOR CLERGY,

Where We Stand (as of the end of July): DIVERS & CHILDREN
Total Family Units Registered at Holy Cross: 123 8 AND UNDER) k2
Families Who Have Submitted a Commitment Card: 41
Families Who Have Contributed Financially: 62 -
FOR FULL EVENT DETAILS:
We give thanks to God for each of you who have WWW.HOLYCROSSGA.ORG/
answered the call to stewardship whether through your CROSS-DIVE 4

financial gifts, your time, or your presence in the life of our . od o
parish. Currently, just over 50% of our registered families 4 s

have contributed in some way this year. This is a wonderful SCAN
start, and wedre deeply grate|jft: , ~ HERETO
more, together. Earlier this month, Contribution Statements -~ 7 REGISTER!

were sent out, detailing your giving through the year so far.
Please take a moment to review your statement. If you did
not receive one or believe there may be an error, kindly
reach out to John Apostolou, PC Treasurer, or Maria Spicer,
PC Assistant Treasurer, so they can assist you.

American Red Cross

BLOOD DRIVE

WED: 9/24 & 11/19

An Invitation to All:

To those who have already embraced stewardship - thank
you. You are helping to keep the mission and ministries of
Holy Cross alive and growing. To those who have not yet
joined in, we warmly encourage you to prayerfully consider
taking part. Every gift - no matter how small - is a meaningful

Give Blood * Give Life

PROST!
contribution to the life of our parish. With full participation, SCANTHE QR CoDE To SAVE THE DATE:
we will not only meet our needs, but also flourish as a living SCHEDULE YOUR =
witness of Christds | ove and]| ¢BPRINTMENS TOPAY! =
sacred response to Godds bl es§i nPOEASE ICONSIDER I =

(=
=
=

placing God first, not out of obligation, but out of gratitude
and joy. It is a reflection of our trust, our faith, and our love.

!

SIGNING UP AND
DONATING BLOOD!

May God richly bless each and every one of you. Let us
walk this journey together, and build a stronger, more
united Holy Cross and living witnesses of a life in Christ. Holy
Cross is our home Church and every gift makes a
difference.

MEN'S BROTHERHOOD

POTLUCK GATHERING
Salurday, Oct. 11th AFTER VESPERS

@ the Ehmers
2029 Maggie Drive Macon, GA 31204

With gratitude and hope,
The Stewardship Committee

HOLY CROSS MEN
OF ALL AGES ARE WELCOME!




HOLY SACRAMENTS & SERVICES
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Gray Yates and Lindsey Holland
were united in the Sacrament of
Marriage. May God bless their

oLook down wupo nJoh¥|Ql\/HIi£\m,sonof
servants, the catechu-

o Jonathan and Katina
mens, who have inclined (Cacavias) Brock, was
crowns and grant them many their nECkS to You, and Baptized and Chrismated!
healthy joyful years! i gra?]t tbem_at a r;ror;)e_:r h God bless and protect his
Their sponsors are Mike and tm;]et € _aP“Sme 1€ I d journey to Salvation, and
Tammi Cantrell. e rerr:nssmn 0 smfs, an also his Nouna/sponsor,
t_ & CENMETL D i Sofia Lekas. Many, many

incorruption years!

L-R: Kyle, Daniel, Tristan, Gavin, Macayla, Ecaterina, and Ronald,
and Sydney and Max (pictured at the bottom) May God bless
their journey in the Holy Catechumenate!

Congratulations & God Grant You Many Years!

OCTOBER 24-26

Greek Cuisine Live Music Dancing




Holy Cross

@iiM_U_S
Snapshots of

Parish Life

The procession of
the visiting Panagia
Prousiotissa icon.
We thank Jimmy
Caras for continuing
the tradition of
bringing the Panagia
Prousiotissa icon
from Atlanta!

Hierarchical Great Vespers at Holy
Transfiguration in Marietta for the
feast of the Transfiguration.

Clergy Laity 2025
Charleston, South
Carolina

)DLWK )DPLO\
/RYHp

Emily Dermatas along with members of Choir Federation performed
the Doxology to open the first session at

Fr. Theodore and Fr. Ari Damaskos (of Holy Trinity Charleston)
offered a Storm Preparedness Workshop.

Sisterhood of Presvyteres in their meeting with
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros and Metropolitan Sevastianos.



