
F A L L  2 0 2 5  Q U A R T E R L Y  B U L L E T I N 

Holy Cross  
Greek Orthodox Church 

859 First Street | Macon, Georgia 31201 | 478.621.0744 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
(For services during the week,  

please visit our webpage) 
 

Orthros  9:15am 
Divine Liturgy 10:30am 

Coffee Fellowship 12:00pm 
(following Liturgy) 

FIND US ONLINE 
www.holycrossga.org 

 

Facebook: 
HolyCrossMaconGA 

 
Instagram: 

HolyCrossMacon 
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My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
As we approach the beginning of the Orthodox Christian Ecclesiastical 
New Year on September 1st, I pray that for all of us this new year brings 
us health, peace, and an increase in spiritual knowledge and                 
discernment, as we pray in the Divine Liturgy every Sunday. The 
Church, in her timeless wisdom, marks this beginning not simply with a 
change of date, but with a call to reorient (ȉŮŰǼȊȌȆŬ) our lives with 
Christ and His Kingdom. It is a time to renew our commitment to     
prayer, worship, stewardship, and love. Just as the natural world enters 
a season of harvest this time of year, we too are invited to offer the fruits 
of our lives to God  fruits cultivated through repentance, humility, and 
faith.  Shortly after the new Church year begins, we are blessed to       
celebrate one of the great feasts of our tradition and the ñname dayò of our Church: The Elevation 
(ǢȑȒůȆȎ) of the Holy Cross on Sunday, September 14th. This solemn, yet joyous feast reminds us of 
one of the great truths of our Christian faith that through the Cross, joy has come into all the world. 
The Cross, once an instrument of death, has become for us the Tree of Life. In our day-to-day life, 
and especially our personal struggles, the Cross gives us strength; in the confusion of modern life, it 
gives us clarity; and in our times of physical, spiritual, or emotional pain, it gives us hope. As we fall 
down (ɸȍȌůȇȏȊǽȒ/prostrate) before the Precious and Life-Giving Cross and give it a kiss of            
veneration, we bow down and yet rise again, mimicking Christ who was crucified and rose for our 
salvation. With the upcoming 4th Annual Pan-Orthodox Cross Dive at Lake Tobesofkee on Saturday, 
September 13th, we make a beautiful public proclamation in the Crucified and Risen Christ to the 
world around us! (I hope everyone can join for the Cross Dive!!)   
 
This season of the new ecclesiastical year is also a time of faithful, joyful, and diligent preparation for 
our communityôs outreach to Central Georgia through our 18th Annual Central Georgia Greek       
Festival, taking place as always in late October (24th to 26th). This event is much more than a         
celebration of Greek culture, it is a ministry to our brethren in our local community. Through         
hospitality, music, food, dance, and most importantly, our Greek Orthodox Christian faith, we share 
the timeless truth and tradition of our Orthodox Christian faith and open the doors of our parish to 
all who seek the Truth, and the Way, and the Life. 
 
I urge all of you to participate, support, and pray for the success of this yearôs festival. Whether you 
are preparing food, volunteering during the festival, or simply welcoming visitors with a smile, 
please know that we are engaging in holy work. Each interaction is a chance to plant seeds of faith, to 
witness Christôs love in action, and to help others discover the richness of our tradition. At the same 
time, if you are not sure how or where to help during the festival, let me know, and I can help steer 
you in the right direction. The festival is a chance for us all to function as one body with many     
members, the Body of Christ. 
 
May this new ecclesiastical year be a blessed one and may the power of the Cross continue to protect 
us. May God bless you all and may He bless our collective ministry in our Holy Cross parish for the 
glory of His Holy Name! 
 
 
In Christôs Love and Service, 
Father Theodore 

PARISH CLERGY 
REV. FR. THEODORE EHMER 

FRTHEODORE@HOLYCROSSGA.ORG 
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@^®^zs^ N^ª^®«s~®s«Ï Jªk«sik|® Đ |^®^zs^Î«^ª^®«s~®s«Ĉq{^szÎg~{ 

4^®rkª Prk~i~ªk ĉ 4kzz~µ J^ªs«rs~|kª«Ï 
 

N¯{{kª r^« g~{k ^|i q~|kÏ ®rk «®¯ik|®« ^ªk f^gy s| «gr~~zÏ ^|i µk ^ªk §ªk§^ªs|q p~ª ^ |kµ /ggzk«s^«®sg^z @kµ 
Yk^ªÎ  N~ r~µ g^| µkÏ s|is´si¯^zz·Ï i~ fk®®kªÕ 
 

7 ~p®k| ^«y {·«kzpÏ êWr^® s« {· §¯ª§~«kÕë  J^ªs«rs~|kª«Ï pªsk|i« ^|i k´k| {· §^ªk|®« ^«y {k ^zz ®rk ®s{kÏ êY~¯ i~ «~ 
{¯grÒµr·Õë  ?· ^|«µkª s« «s{§zkÎ 7 i~ µr^® 7 i~ fkg^¯«k 7 z~´k {· gr¯ªgrÎ 
 

7 µ^|® ®~ «kk ~¯ª grsziªk| ^|i ·~¯|q ^i¯z®« ^g®s´kz· s|´~z´kiÎ  Nk´kª^z ~p ~¯ª 5BY"|« ^®®k|iki N®Î N®k§rk|í«       
N¯{{kª +^{§ ®rs« «¯{{kªÏ ^|i 7í́k rk^ªi «~ {^|· µ~|ikªp¯z «®~ªsk« pª~{ ®rksª ®s{k ®rkªkÎ  @~® ~|z· isi ®rk·     
µ~ª«rs§ ^|i q~ ®~ g~|pk««s~|Ï f¯® ®rk· ^z«~ f¯sz® z^«®s|q pªsk|i«rs§« µs®r Bª®r~i~¶ ·~¯®r pª~{ ~®rkª                         
§^ªs«rk«Î +rkª·z ^|i /ªsgy r^´k i~|k ^ µ~|ikªp¯z x~f fªs|qs|q ~¯ª ·~¯®r ®~qk®rkª f· r~«®s|q ^ pkµ q^®rkªs|q« ~´kª 
®rk «¯{{kªÎ  N¯|i^· Ngr~~z µszz fk «®^ª®s|q ®rs« {~|®rÏ ^|i 7 y|~µ ®r^® Jªk«´·®kª^ N®^gk· ^|i ~¯ª ®k^grkª« r^´k   
§ªk§^ªki ^| k¶gkzzk|® g¯ªªsg¯z¯{Î  Jk·®~| W^ªi r^« µ~ªyki r^ªi ®~ k|«¯ªk ~¯ª Y~¯|q "i¯z®« ^ªk {kk®s|q ªkq¯z^ªz· 
^|i f¯szis|q f~|i« ®rª~¯qr pkzz~µ«rs§Î  P^yk ^i´^|®^qk ~p ®rk«k {~{k|®« ^« ®rk· ^ªk ~§§~ª®¯|s®sk« ®~ p¯zƑzz ·~¯ª 
§¯ª§~«kÎ  
 

7 µ^|® ®~ «kk ®rk fk^¯®sp¯z sg~|~qª^§r· ^i~ª|s|q ®rk µ^zz« ^« 7 µ^zy s|®~ ®rk gr¯ªgrÏ ^|i 7 µ^|® ®~ «kk {· 6~z· +ª~«« 
p^{sz· Ƒzzs|q ®rk §kµ«Î  7g~|~qª^§r· p¯|iª^s«s|q r^« fkq¯|Ï ^|i µk |kki k´kª·~|kí« rkz§Î  Wk r^i ^ fk^¯®sp¯z 
§ªk«k|®^®s~| f· 4ªÎ J^|^·s~®s« J^§^qk~ªqs~¯ ~| sg~|~qª^§r· µs®r ^ z¯|grk~| ^p®kªµ^ªi«Î  Prk Á-·k^ª §zkiqk        
g^{§^sq| «®^ª®ki ®rs« «¯{{kªÎ  7p ·~¯ r^´k |~® r^i ^ gr^|gk ®~ «s® i~µ| ^|i ik®kª{s|k µr^® ·~¯ g^| qs´k ~´kª ®rk 
g~¯ª«k ~p ®rªkk ·k^ª«Ï §zk^«k ®^yk ®rk ®s{k ®~ i~ s®Î  Prs« s« ^| s|®kqª^z §^ª® ~p ®rk p¯|iª^s«s|q §ª~gk««Î  Wk |kki ®~ 
®^yk g^ªk ~p ~¯ª gr¯ªgr fkp~ªk ^«ys|q ~®rkª« ®~ rkz§ ~¯®Î  "p®kª i~s|q ®r^®Ï §zk^«k g~|«sikª ®¯ª|s|q s| Ã |^{k« ^z~|q 
µs®r ^iiªk««k« «~ µk g^| «k|i ^ zk®®kª ®~ ®kzz ·~¯ª pªsk|i«Ò~¯ª pªsk|i«Ò®rk k¶gs®s|q |kµ« ^f~¯® ~¯ª sg~|~qª^§r· s| 
r~§k« ®r^® ®rk· pkkz s{§kzzki ®~ {^yk ^ i~|^®s~|Î 
 

7 µ^|® ®~ «kk ®rk g~{{¯|s®· g~{k ^|i «kk µr^® µk r^´k ®~ ~ppkª pª~{ ~¯ª p^s®r ®~ ~¯ª ^{^ºs|q 5ªkky g¯z®¯ªkÎ  Prk 
5ªkky 4k«®s´^z s« ^ µ~|ikªp¯z ~§§~ª®¯|s®· ®~ «§ªk^i ®rk µ~ªi ^|i s|´s®k ~®rkª« s|®~ ~¯ª gr¯ªgrÎ  7 ^{ «~ r^§§· ®r^® 
®rk pk«®s´^z fª~¯qr® ¯« §k~§zk zsyk *~fÏ ~p fzk««ki {k{~ª·Ï ^|i 6^ºkz -¯|f^ª ^z~|q µs®r {^|· ~®rkª«Ó  N~Ï sp ·~¯ 
r^´k|í® ^zªk^i·Ï ^«y ·~¯ª f~«« p~ª ®rk 4ªsi^· ~p ®rk pk«®s´^z ~pp ^|i g~{k rkz§ ¯« 4ªsi^· ®rª~¯qr N¯|i^·Ó 
 

7 µ^|® ®~ «kk {~ªk §k~§zk qk® s|´~z´kiÎ  B¯ª ^||¯^z J^|-Bª®r~i~¶ +ª~«« -s´k s« ^§§ª~^grs|qÎ  7p ·~¯ r^´k |~®       
^®®k|iki fkp~ªkÏ 7 k|g~¯ª^qk ·~¯ ®~ x~s| ¯« ®rs« ·k^ªÎ  Prs« s« ^ µ~|ikªp¯z ®s{k ®~ k|x~· k^gr ~®rkªí« g~{§^|· ^« ~¯ª 
5BY"|« is´k p~ª ®rk gª~«« ®r^® J^®«· \~¯{fkªs« qª^gs~¯«z· {^yk« p~ª ¯« k^gr ·k^ªÎ "|~®rkª µ^· ®~ qk® s|´~z´ki s« ®~ 
x~s| ®rk J^ªs«r +~¯|gszÎ  Prs« ·k^ªÏ µk r^´k p~¯ª {k{fkª« µr~«k ®kª{ µszz g~{k ®~ ^| k|iÐ N^ª^r -ª^y~§~¯z~«Ï +r^i 
Msizk·Ï ?^ªs^ N§sgkª ^|i 5ª^· Y^®k«Î  Prk«k p~¯ª §^ªs«rs~|kª« r^´k fkk| ^ qªk^® ^««k® ®~ ~¯ª §^ªs«rÏ ^|i 7 r~§k ®rk· 
µszz ª¯| ^q^s|Î  Pr^® fks|q «^siÏ 7 ^z«~ r~§k ®rkªk ^ªk ~®rkª« µr~ µszz g~|«sikª «®k§§s|q ¯§Î  7p ·~¯ ^ªk s|®kªk«®kiÏ 
§zk^«k ªk^gr ~¯® ®~ {kÎ  7 µszz fk qz^i ®~ qs´k ·~¯ {~ªk s|p~ª{^®s~|Î 
 

7 µ^|® ®~ «kk 6~z· +ª~«« ®rªs´kÎ  Jzk^«k §z^| ®~ ^®®k|i ~¯ª |k¶® 5k|kª^z "««k{fz· {kk®s|q ~| N¯|i^·Ï @~´k{fkª 
Ç®rÎ  Prs« s« ®rk {kk®s|q µrkªk µk is«g¯«« ~¯ª f¯iqk® p~ª ®rk p~zz~µs|q ·k^ªÏ ®rk ~¯®g~{k ~p ®rk pk«®s´^z ^|i ~®rkª 
s{§~ª®^|® {^®®kª«Î  Nr~µ ·~¯ª z~´k ^|i «¯§§~ª® p~ª 6~z· +ª~«« f· fks|q ^ §^ª® ~p ®rk«k g~|´kª«^®s~|«Î 
 

7 µ^|® ®~ rk^ª ®rk fk^¯®· ~p ~¯ª gr^|®s|q ^|i gr~sªÎ  Wk ^ªk fzk««ki ®~ r^´k "zkg^ ^|i /{sz· gr^|®s|q p^s®rp¯zz·Ï µs®r 
5ª^· ^|i Prk~ zk^ª|s|q ^|i «®k§§s|q s| ^« µkzzÎ  Prk~ s« ^z«~ ®ª^s|s|q ¯|ikª /{sz· ®~ fkg~{k +r~sª -sªkg®~ªÎ  7® s« 
s|«§sªs|q ®~ «kk ®rk ·~¯|qkª qk|kª^®s~| «®k§ ¯§Ï q¯siki f· ®r~«k µr~ r^´k fkk| p^s®rp¯zz· «kª´s|q p~ª ·k^ª«Ï §^««s|q 
^z~|q ®rksª y|~µzkiqkÎ 7 y|~µ ®rk· µ~¯zi z~´k p~ª ·~¯ ®~ x~s| ®rk gr~sªÎ  Jzk^«k «kk /{sz· ~ª Prk~ sp s|®kªk«®kiÎ 
 

N~ µr· i~ µr^® 7 i~Õ  Prk ^|«µkª s« «s{§zkÐ 7 z~´k {· gr¯ªgrÏ ^|i 7 µ^|® ®~ 
«kk s® g~|®s|¯k ®~ qª~µ ^|i ®rªs´kÎ  7 µ^|® 6~z· +ª~«« ®~ fk rkªk p~ª {· |skgk«Ï 
®rksª grsziªk| ^|i qk|kª^®s~|« ®~ g~{kÎ 
 

Wr^® s« ·~¯ª §¯ª§~«kÕ  6~µ g^| ·~¯ «kª´k +rªs«® ^|i ·~¯ª gr¯ªgrÕ 
 

7| +rªs«®í« z~´kÏ 
@^®^zs^ N^ª^®«s~®s« 

2025 PARISH COUNCIL 
Natalia Saratsiotis, President 
Jim Lekas, Vice-President 
John Apostolou, Treasurer 

Maria Spicer, Assistant Treasurer 
Chad Ridley, Secretary 

Sarah Drakopoulos, Assistant Secretary 
Gray Yates, Member-at-Large 



 
 
 
 

Financial Report 

4d]jg ukq bkn ]hh ukqn  
_kjpne^qpekjo ]j` _kjpejqa` 
oqllknp pks]n` pda cnkspd ]j` 

bqpqna kb kqn 0]neodÁ 
 

0ha]oa reoep kqn sa^ l]ca ]p¾ 
sss¿dkhu_nkooc]¿knc 

 

4da /bbanejc hejg sehh cera ukq  
]hh pda klpekjo ]r]eh]^ha  
bkn ]ju bej]j_e]h cerejc¿ 

 

6ajik » 0]u0]h 
ß(khu#nkoo-]_kj 

#]od!ll Ď(khu#nkoo-]_kj 
 

*kdj !lkopkhkq » -]ne] 3le_an¼ 
ëéëî 0# 4na]oqnan ]j` !ooeop]jp 4na]oqnan 

)-0/24!.4 -%33!'%¾ 
7a ]na cn]pabqh bkn ukqn _kjpejqa` opas]n`odel¼ 
sde_d nai]ejo kj l]_a sepd kqn ^q`cap¿ (ksaran¼ 
l]neod atlajoao d]ra ^aaj decdan pd]j atla_pa` `qa 
pk ejbh]pekj¼ neoejc qpehepu _kopo¼ ]j` ja_aoo]nu nal]eno 
pk kqn l]neod dkqoa¼ _dqn_d¼ ]j` ^]_g ^qeh`ejc¿ -q_d 
kb pda skk` ]j` opnq_pqn]h ]na]o d]ra namqena`        
nalh]_aiajp¼ ]o jkpa` ej pda na_ajp ^qeh`ejc nalknp¿ 
 

4k iaap pdaoa qjatla_pa` atlajoao¼ sa d]ra d]` pk 
`el ejpk kqn baoper]h ]__kqjp ]j` qoa okia kb epo 
bqj`o¿ 7deha pdeo d]o ]hhksa` qo pk _kran eiia`e]pa 
jaa`o¼ ep na`q_ao sd]p sa _]j oap ]oe`a bkn bqpqna 
lnkfa_po ]j` najkr]pekjo¿ 
 

9kqn _kjpne^qpekjo `ena_phu oqllknp pda _dqn_dÑo    
]^ehepu pk _]nnu kqp epo iejeopnu ]j` lnkcn]io ]hkjc 
sepd l]uejc klan]pejc atlajoao¿  0ha]oa jkpa pda 
cn]ld ]^kra¿  4da _dqn_d d]o d]` ] `abe_ep aranu 
ikjpd¼ at_alp !lneh¿  7a ]og ukq pk ln]uanbqhhu      
_kjoe`an ej_na]oejc ukqn opas]n`odel¼ eb ukq ]na ]^ha¼ 
kn _kjoe`an cerejc ] cebp bkn pda benop peia¿ %ranu          
_kjpne^qpekj dahlo qo _]na bkn kqn l]neod ]j` lnal]na 
bkn pda bqpqna¿ 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2025-2026 Philoptochos Board 
 

President:  Sarah Drakopoulos  

1st VP:   Helen Vardy 

2nd VP:   Pam Poulos 

Treasurer: Maria Bronisevsky 

Rec. Secretary:  Cheryl Schwartzkopf  

Corr. Secretary: Antigone Michalakis 

Member at Large: Denna Bradford  

Advisor:  Cleo Bennette 

Our Mission:  
To promote charitable, benevolent and philanthropic outreach;  

to preserve the sanctity of life and family;  
and to perpetuate and promote our Orthodox faith and traditions.  

 
 

'ÒÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ &ÁÔÈÅÒ 4ÈÅÏÄÏÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÙ ÆÅÌÌÏ× (ÏÌÙ #ÒÏÓÓ 0ÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒÓȟ 

) ÁÍ ÈÏÎÏÒÅÄ ÏÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÎÅ× ÂÏÁÒÄ                
ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢ  4ÈÅÓÅ ÌÁÄÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÒÄ-×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ) ËÎÏ× ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ  7Å ÁÒÅ  
ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÅÃÃÌÅÓÉÁÓÔÉÃÁÌ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÆÕÌǢÌÌ ÏÕÒ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÂÅ Á ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ 
ÈÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÐÁÒÉÓÈ ÁÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÁÓ ×Å ÃÁÎȢ   

4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÅØÃÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÉÎ /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ #ÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍȦ /ÕÒ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 0ÈÉÌÏÐÔÏÃÈÏÓ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÉÎÇ 
ÅÖÅÒÙ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÌÏÃÁÌ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅÎÅǢÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÏÍÅ ÅØÔÒÁ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȢ 3ÔÁÙ ÔÕÎÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÏÎ ÈÏ× 
ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÇÅÔ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐ ÕÓ ÇÉÖÅ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÄÏ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢ 

7ÏÍÅÎ ÏÆ 0ÈÉÌÏÐÔÏÃÈÏÓȟ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÌÌ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐȢȢȢ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÕÐÌÉÆÔ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ    
ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÎÅÅÄȢ  7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ  &ÁÔÈÅÒ 4ÈÅÏÄÏÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȟ 0ÈÉÌÏÐÔÏÃÈÏÓ ÐÌÁÙÓ 
ÁÎ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ (ÏÌÙ #ÒÏÓÓȢ  /ÕÒ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÏÕÒ ÌÁÄÉÅÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ 
ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÂÅ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȢ   

7Å ÈÁÖÅ Á ÆÕÌÌ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÈÅÁÄ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇȡ  

¶ /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ #ÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍ 

¶ 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ "ÁÃËÐÁÃË -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ 

¶ 4ÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎΈÓ -ÅÄÉÃÁÌ &ÕÎÄ ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎ- 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ άαÔÈȟ  

 ÁÔ ÔÈÅ -ÅÔÒÏÐÏÌÉÓ 

¶ 2ÏÎÁÌÄ -Ã$ÏÎÁÌÄ (ÏÕÓÅ 

¶ 0ÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒ ÏÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÃËȟ ÈÏÍÅÂÏÕÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÄÅÒÌÙ 

¶ /ÕÒ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ 0ÁÓÔÒÙ 4ÒÁÙ &ÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÅÒ 

¶ !ÄÏÐÔ Á ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÆÏÒ 4ÈÁÎËÓÇÉÖÉÎÇ 

¶ !ÄÏÐÔ Á ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÆÏÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ  

¶ ,ÅÎÔÅÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÁÌÍ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ,ÕÎÃÈÅÏÎÓ 

 

) ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ Á ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÖÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÙÏÕȦ   

7ÉÔÈ ÓÉÓÔÅÒÌÙ ÌÏÖÅȟ  

3ÁÒÁÈ $ÒÁËÏÐÏÕÌÏÓ  

 

 

OPERATION CLASSROOM 



 

Planning Committee  
Emily Dermatas (Chairperson), Cleo Bennette, Cristina Lekas, Kathye Patras, Cheryl Stefanis 

 

On Sunday, August 10th, Father Panayiotis Papageorgiou, PhD, of Trisagion Films and  Proistamenos of Holy 

Transfiguration G.O.C. in Marietta, presented a special lecture on Iconography after the Divine Liturgy.       

Father Panayiotis explained our holy tradition of iconography, and how religious art has evolved over the 

years. He gave us a better understanding on how to interpret Orthodox icons and their interpretation of      

biblical text. Afterwards, everyone was invited to a Lenten luncheon prepared by the Planning Committee.   

 

A conference table, upholstered chairs, desk, a credenza, and large bookcases have been donated by 

Cheryl and George Stefanis. The bookcases are a welcomed addition to our bookstore, and the conference 

table and chairs replaced the folding table and chairs in the workroom.  

 

Family and friendsõ letters have been sent. Each mailing consisted of a letter, Iconography brochure and 

pledge form. If there are any additional friend and family names, please submit to the church office.           

Remember we are launching Project Agape: phase IV Iconography.  This is a three -year campaign. We are 

truly blessed at Holy Cross!  

 

Building Committee  
Jim Lekas, Alex Saratsiotis, David Zoumberis 

The Building Committee has been busy this quarter.  We have been getting quotes to fix the wood 

rot, scrap peeling paint, caulk and paint the entire parish house.  These efforts have been put on 

hold until funds can be obtained, but hopefully we wonõt have to wait too long because this 

house is in desperate need of some tender loving care!  We want to thank Ron Fuertes for his help 

fixing the metal railing leading up to the front door on the parish house.  He also poured a new 

concrete slab on the walkway between the church and the parish house.  Ron is also taking the 

lead for replacing the roof and rotten siding over the back door of the parish house, including the 

removal of the brick chimney.  God bless you Ron, we are so grateful to have you and your family 

in our church!   

 

Recently, the wood railing at the back entrance of the parish house was taken down and          

replaced.  We would like to thank Ray Vardy, Norm Adams and Charles Glotzbach who            

graciously took the time on their Saturday to replace the rotten railing which was falling apart and     

causing a safety hazard. God has blessed our church in so many ways, and continues to do so!  

Thanks again to all who have helped keep our church functional and beautiful, and most of all, 

Glory to God!    



Erick and Cheryl Schwartzkopf 
Youth Ministry Directors 
schwartzecn@yahoo.com 

Upcoming 
Dates to 

Note: 
 
The First Day of 

2025-2026   
Sunday School 
year will be on  
September 21st.  

 
Pumpkin Carving  
for the Youth on 

Thursday,  
October 30th  

6pm. 

Greetings Father Theodore and Holy Cross Families!  
 

This quarter many of our Holy Cross Youth enjoyed a week at St. Stephenõs 

Camp, celebrated the end of summer with a visit to Rigbyõs Waterpark, 

and received back to school blessings for the coming school year.  
 

As we look forward to fall, we have two big events on the calendar.  On 

September 13th, our community will celebrate our 4th Annual Cross Dive.  

This event will include pan -Orthodox high school students from around 

m i d d l e  G e o r g i a  a t  L a k e                 

Tobesofkee.  They will show their 

love for our faith and dive for the 

cross.   
 

Finally, on the weekend of October 

24-26, our youth will serve at the 

18th Annual Central Georgia Greek 

Festival!   
 

In Christ Love,  

Erick and Cheryl Schwartzkopf   

Greetings in Christ!  
 
I am thrilled that our two fantastic Sunday School Teachers, Helen Vardy and Gray 
Yates, will be teaching again this upcoming year. Please bring your children as        
consistently as you can so that they may absorb as much as possible, and also so that 
the teachers might be able to prepare accordingly.  An Agiasmo (Blessing of the       
Waters) will commence the Sunday School year on Sunday, Sept. 21st.  In early        
September, I will contact each family by phone to òregisteró your children for Sunday 
School.   
 

Love in Christ,   
Presvytera Stacey 

A few pictoral highlights 

of Clergy Laity in   

Charleston, our Rigbyõs  

adventure, Prosforo  

baking, Panagiri fun and 

our St. Stephenõs Summer 

Camp drop -off day!  



 

Stewardship Committee  
Tassie Cantrell 

Charles Glotzbach & Beth Zoumberis 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we reach the midpoint of the year, the Stewardship 

Committee has been actively reaching out to our beloved 

Holy Cross family. In early July, we sent a Mid -Year Greeting 

and Stewardship Invitation to encourage each parishioner 

to take part in the life and ministry of our church.  If you 

consider Holy Cross your spiritual home, then you are      

already part of our Stewardship family. Our goal is 100% 

participation because stewardship is not just about giving; 

itõs about belonging, committing intentionally, and growing       

together in faith.  

 

Where We Stand (as of the end of July):  

Total Family Units Registered at Holy Cross: 123 

Families Who Have Submitted a Commitment Card: 41 

Families Who Have Contributed Financially: 62 

 

We give thanks to God for each of you who have            

answered the call to stewardship whether through your 

financial gifts, your time, or your presence in the life of our 

parish. Currently, just over 50% of our registered families 

have contributed in some way this year. This is a wonderful 

start, and weõre deeply grateful but we believe we can do 

more, together.  Earlier this month, Contribution Statements 

were sent out, detailing your giving through the year so far. 

Please take a moment to review your statement. If you did 

not receive one or believe there may be an error, kindly 

reach out to John Apostolou, PC Treasurer, or Maria Spicer, 

PC Assistant Treasurer, so they can assist you.  

 

An Invitation to All:  

To those who have already embraced stewardship - thank 

you. You are helping to keep the mission and ministries of 

Holy Cross alive and growing. To those who have not yet 

joined in, we warmly encourage you to prayerfully consider 

taking part. Every gift - no matter how small - is a meaningful 

contribution to the life of our parish. With full participation, 

we will not only meet our needs, but also flourish as a living 

witness of Christõs love and generosity. Stewardship is a   

sacred response to Godõs blessings in our lives. It is a way of 

placing God first, not out of obligation, but out of gratitude 

and joy. It is a reflection of our trust, our faith, and our love.  

 

May God richly bless each and every one of you. Let us 

walk this journey together, and build a stronger, more     

united Holy Cross and living witnesses of a life in Christ. Holy 

Cross is our home Church and every gift makes a             

difference.  

 

With gratitude and hope,  

The Stewardship Committee  
 



òLook down upon Your 

servants, the catechu-

mens, who have inclined 

their necks to You, and 

grant them at a proper 

time the baptism of rebirth, 

the remission of sins, and 

the garment of               

incorruption.ó  

 

L-R: Kyle, Daniel, Tristan, Gavin, Macayla, Ecaterina, and Ronald,  

and Sydney and Max (pictured at the bottom) May God bless  

their journey in the Holy Catechumenate!  

Gray Yates and Lindsey Holland 

were united in the Sacrament of 

Marriage. May God bless their 

crowns and grant them many 

healthy joyful years!  

Their sponsors are Mike and    

Tammi Cantrell.  

John William, son of       

Jonathan and Katina 

(Cacavias) Brock, was 

Baptized and Chrismated! 

God bless and protect his 

journey to Salvation, and 

also his Nouna/sponsor, 

Sofia Lekas. Many, many 

years!  



 
Clergy Laity 2025 
Charleston, South 

Carolina  
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Emily Dermatas along with members of Choir Federation performed  

the Doxology to open the first session at this yearõs Clergy Laity. 

 

Fr. Theodore and Fr. Ari Damaskos (of Holy Trinity Charleston)  

offered a Storm Preparedness Workshop.  

 

Sisterhood of Presvyteres in their meeting with  

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros and Metropolitan Sevastianos.  

Holy Cross 
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Snapshots of 
Parish Life 

The procession of 

the visiting Panagia 

Prousiotissa icon.   

We thank Jimmy 

Caras for continuing 

the tradition of  

bringing the Panagia   

Prousiotissa icon 

from Atlanta!  

Hierarchical Great Vespers at Holy 

Transfiguration in Marietta for the 

feast of the Transfiguration.  


