HOLY CROSS
R GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Ofenar 0 859 First Street | Macon, Georgia 31201 | 478.621.0744 (office)
T www.holycrossga.org | Facebook: HolyCrossMaconGA

Sunday, August 24, 2025
Eleventh Sunday of Matthew
Sts. Comsas Aitolos

Divine Liturgy

Eothinon/Orthros Gospel: Eleventh (John 21:14-25)

Mode of the Week: Second / Ae\tepog
QR Codes (scan with smart phone for service texts)

Upcoming Schedule

Today, August 24 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the 11t Sunday of Matthew
Trisagion for the 1-Year Repose of Stephanie (Hermione) Lord
Coffee Fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish House
12:45pm Bible Study/Youth Greek Dance

Tuesday, August 26 6:00pm Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day of Saints Adrian and Natalia
7:00pm Cross Dive Meeting
Wednesday, August 27 6:00pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class (Zoom Only)
Thursday, August 28 10:30am Orthodox Book Study at Taste and See in Macon
Friday, August 29 9:30am Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Remembrance of the Beheading of St. John the
Baptist
Saturday, August 30 5:00pm Great Vespers
Sunday, August 31 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Commemoration of the Holy Belt (Ayia Zwvr)
of the Theotokos

Blessing of the Fanouropita at the end of the Liturgy
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
12:45pm Bible Study/Youth Greek Dance

Ecclesiastical New Year / Labor Day / Office Closed

Thursday, September 4 10:30am Orthodox Book Study at Taste and See in Macon
5:30pm Vespers
6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class in person and on Zoom

Monday, September 1

Saturday, September 6 4:00pm Byzantine Chant Class in the Chapel
5:00pm Great Vespers

Sunday, September 7 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday before Holy Cross
40-Day Memorial for Irene Ray at the end of the Liturgy
Coffee Fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish House
12:30pm Altar Server Meeting
1:00pm Festival Grape Leaves Prep (Please bring a pair of scissors)
1:00pm Youth Greek Dance
6:00pm Great Vespers for the Nativity of the Theotokos

Monday, September 8 9:30am Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Nativity of the Theotokos

Upcoming Epistle Readers: (8/31) Aleca Hortman, Nicholas True; (9/7) Pete Tsamolias, Rene Esquivel
Upcoming PC Member On-Duty: (8/31) Maria Spicer; (9/7)Sarah Drakopoulos;(9/14) Chad Ridley; (9/21) Natalia
Upcoming Ushers: (8/26) Charles G.; (8/29) Haris S.; (8/30) Sarah D.; (8/31) Sarah D, John A.; (9/4) Charles
Upcoming Video Operators: (8/29) OPEN; (8/31) Gray Y./David N.; (9/7) Joanna P.; (9/8) OPEN (9/14) Cristina
Fellowship Hosts: (8/31) Philoptochos; (9/7) Denna, Chrissy & Donna; (9/14) Parish Council; (9/21) Mandi S.

Our Parish Hymn of the Holy Cross of Christ:

. SaVQ; 0] Lord,‘save. your people and bless YOIlI‘. Z®oov Kupie Tov Aadv gou Kkai eUAGynoov v KAnpovopiov
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil | cou, vikag Toig BaciAeGoi katd BapBapwy SwpoUPeVos Kai
and protect us all by Your Holy Cross. 70 00V QUAATTWY S1& ToT XTaupold oou TToAITEUNA.

To our Visitors and Guests: We extend a warm welcome to all worshiping with us today!
While Holy Communion, following ancient practice, is offered only to Orthodox Christians, non-
Orthodox may receive the blessed bread (antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service.

Please join us in the Parish House after the Divine Liturgy for Coffee Fellowship!




Epistle Reading

Toytg pov Kol U,Ltvnalg Hov 0 Kvplog, Kal
EYEVETO Lol €l aa)mpzav
2tiy. Houdebwv énaidevos ue 6 Koprog, kol
7@ QovdT 0b TapEdwKE ue.

+++

Ilpog KopivBiovg A’ Emiotolijc Ilaviov 10
AVOYVOOTUO.

+++

Adehpol, 1 oppayic thg EUflg AmOCTOATG
VUElg €ote v Kupim. 1 éun amoAoyia Toig
gue avaxpivovowv avtn €oti. Mn ovk
gxopev €€ovoiav @ayelv kol melv; U ovk
&xouev  €Eovciay  AdEAPNMV  YuvOiIKa
TEPLAYELY, MG Kol 01 Aoumol AndGTOAOL Kol
ol adelpoi 100 Kvupiov xoi Knedg 1
uovog &ym kol BoapvaPog ovk Eyopev
gEovoiav  tod un  €pyalecBor;  Tig
otpateveTon idiolg Oywviolg moté; Tig
QULTEVEL QUTEA®VO Kol €k ToD Kapmod
avToD oVK €obiel; §| Tic moaivel Toipvny
Kol €k Tod YéAoktog TG TOipvng ovkK
€obiel, Mn xatd dvOpomov TadTo AaA®; T
oVl Kol O vOpog tadTto AEyet; €v yap @
Micémg vOu® YEYPOTTOL OV QLUMGCELS
Bodv dhodvto. pn OV Podv pélel TO
Oe®d; 1| O MUAG TAvTLg AEYeL; O MUGC
yop &ypdon, Ot én’ €Amidt Opeiker O
ApoOTPI®V GPOTPiY, Kol O GAODV THC
EAmidog avtod petéyelv ém éAmion. Ei
NUelg DUV T0 TTVELUOTIKA ECTEIPALEV,
néya el NUEIG LUV T0 GopKIKa Bepicopey;
el GAlol ti|g €Eovoiag VUMY pETEXOVGLY,
0V HOAAOV MUETS; GAL™ ovK Expnoaueda i
€€ovoig TawTn, GALL TAVTO GTEYOUEY, Tva
U €yKomnyv tva, SAUEV T® vayyeEA® ToD
Xp1oToV.

The Lord is my strength and my song,
and He became my salvation.
Verse: The Lord chastened and
corrected me, but He did not give me up
to death.
+++

The reading is from Paul’s First Letter
to the Corinthians. (9:2-12)

+++

Brethren, you are the seal of my
apostleship in the Lord. This is my
defense to those who would examine me.
Do we not have the right to our food and
drink? Do we not have the right to be
accompanied by a wife as sister, as the
other apostles and the brothers of the
Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas
and I who have no right to refrain from
working for a living? Who serves as a
soldier at his own expense? Who plants a
vineyard without eating any of its fruit?
Who tends a flock without getting some
of the milk? Do I say this on human
authority? Does not the law say the
same? For it is written in the law of
Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when
it is treading out the grain.” Is it for oxen
that God is concerned? Does he not
speak entirely for our sake? It was
written for our sake, because the
plowman should plow in hope and the
thresher thresh in hope of a share in the
crop. If we have sown spiritual good
among you, is it too much if we reap
your material things? If others share this
rightful claim upon you, do not we still
more? Nevertheless, we have not made
use of this right, but we endure anything
rather than put an obstacle in the way of
the gospel of Christ.

The Holy Gospel Reading according to St. Matthew (17:14-23)
Eleventh Sunday of Matthew

Einev 6 Koproc v mapoforiv todtnv:
Quowwdn 1 Pacireio TV 0OPAVAV
avOporm Paciiel, Og ﬁ@é?mcss cuvapat
koyov HETA TGV 0VA®V avTOD. ap&ausvou
d¢ avtod cmvoupsw npocmvsx@n avTd E€1G
OQENETNG puplov ToAdvVTOV. U Eyovtog 08
avTod Amododval EKEAEVGEY AVTOV O KOPLOG
avTod Tpadijvor kol TV yuvaike ovtod Kol
0 tékve kol mhvta  doa  elye, Koi
4mododfvat. mecdv  odv O SoDAOC
TPOGEKVVEL avTd AEyov KOPLE,
pokpofouncov €n’ éuoi kol mavta oot
Amodmo®. omAayyvicheic 8¢ O KVUPLOg TOD
dovAov Ekelvov AméALGEV OVTOV Koi TO
ddvelov (x(angv avTd. E€eABAV O O 801)%0(;
81<swog gvpev €va TV GLVOOVA®V aVTOD,
0 Geelev oOT® £KOTOV Omvlplo, Kol
KpoTNoog avTov Enviye AEy®V: AmOO0G Lot
gl T opeikerc. mecv odv O GHVEOLVAOG
avtod €lg ToVvg TMHOOG aVTOD TOPEKAAEL
avTOV Aéywv: poakpobouncov €n’ guoi kol
arodmow ool 0 O¢ ovk T0elev, GAAL
aneldov EBodlev adTOV gic LAKTV Emg 0D
amod® TO OQellduevov. 1ddvteg o0 ol
oVVOOVLAOL aVTOD T Yevoueva EAvmnOnoav
o@ddpa, Kol EAOOVTEG dlecapnoav  TH
Kopi® E€oVTAV TAVTO TO YEVOUEVO. TOTE
TPOCKAAEGAUEVOS QDTOV O KOPLOG OVTOD
Aéyel avT® O0D e movnpé, macAvV TNV
opelMv  ékelvnv  dpfikd  ocotl,  &mel
TapeKAAECOC e, oUK £0€l Kol o€ €Aefican
TOV GLVOOVAGY GOV, MG Kol éyd) o€ NAénoa;
Kol opwaz-:tg 0 KUplog avTod n(xps&mcsv
aVTOV TOIG Boccowwwlg Eog 00 Gmod@ miv
10 0pedpevov avt®d. Obte kol 6 matnp
pov O €movpdaviog mowoel LUV, €av un
apite EKOOTOG TG ASEAPD aVTOD ATO TMOV
KapOIBdY VUMV T TOPATTMOLATO, AOTADV.

The Lord said this parable: “The
kingdom of heaven may be compared
to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his servants. When he began the
reckoning, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents; and as
he could not pay, his lord ordered him
to be sold, with his wife and children
and all that he had, and payment to be
made. So the servant fell on his knees,
imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience
with me, and I will pay you everything.’
And out of pity for him the lord of that
servant released him and forgave him
the debt. But that same servant, as he
went out, came upon one of his fellow
servants who owed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by the throat
he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” So his
fellow servant fell down and besought
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you.” He refused and went and put
him in prison till he should pay the
debt. When his fellow servants saw
what had taken place, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported
to their lord all that had taken place.
Then his lord summoned him and said
to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave
you all that debt because you besought
me; and should not you have had mercy
on your fellow servant, as I had mercy
on you?’ And in anger his lord delivered
him to the torturers, till he should pay
all his debt. So also my heavenly Father
will do to everyone of you, if you do not
forgive your brother from your heart.”



HOLY CROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer

IIpoiotauevog/Presiding Priest

Cell: 770.256.0290

Office Days: Tuesday through Friday: call or email Fr. for appointment
Holy Confession: call or email Fr. to schedule

E-mail: frtheodore@holycrossga.org

Bulletin for the week of August 24, 2025

Ushers on Duty: Erick and Cheryl Schwartzkopf
Altar Servers: All Adult/Youth Servers
Epistle Readers: Kostas Iakovidis (Greek); Chrissy Zdrakas (English)
Fellowship Host (Thank You!): Maria Bronisevsky, Joanna Patronis

Video: David Z.

PC Member On-Duty: John Apostolou

Today our Holy Orthodox Church
commemorates:

+  The Holy New Hieromartyr and Equal to the Apostles,
Cosmas Aitolos (Koopag o AttwAog) (+1779)

Our holy Father Cosmas was from the town of Mega Dendron
(Great Tree) of Aetolia. At the age of twenty, he went to study
at the school of the Monastery of Vatopedi on the Holy
Mountain. Later, he came to the Athonite Monastery of
Philotheou where he was tonsured. With the blessing of his
abbot, he departed for Constantinople where he learned the art
of rhetoric, and thereafter, he began to preach throughout all
the regions of northern Greece, the Ionian Islands, but
especially in Albania, for the Christian people there were in
great ignorance because of the oppression and cruelty of the
Moslems. Finally, in 1779, after having greatly strengthened
and enlightened the faithful, working many signs and wonders
all the while, he was falsely accused by the leaders of the
Jewish people and was executed by strangulation by the
Moslem Turks in Albania.

+ The Holy Martyr Eftyches (Evtuyng), disciple of St.
John the Theologian and St. Paul (+15t Century)

Saint Eutyches was a disciple of Saint John the Theologian and
a fellow laborer of the holy Apostle Paul. He preached the
Gospel in many places, pulled down the idols' temples, and
suffered imprisonments and many torments at the hands of the
idolaters. He finally reposed in peace in deep old age in his
native city of Sebastia, near Tarsus.

+ Our Devout Father and Confessor George Limniotis
(Tewpylog o Ayviortng) (+716)

+  Translation of the Holy Relic of our Father among the
Saints, Dionyios (Alovuoiog) of Zakynthos

When Saint Dionysios died in 1622 A.D., his last wish was that
he be buried in the Church of Saint George on the Strofades
Islands where he lived as a monk. Three years after his
interment there his body was found to be incorrupt. In 1717 his
body was transferred from the Strofades Islands back to his
home island of Zakynthos where it resides to this day.

Through the intercessions of Your Saints, O God, have
mercy on us and save us. Amen.

Variable Hymns of the Day in the Divine
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (page 8 in
the Pew Book):

e  Weekly Resurrectional Hymn (Ote xatnAfeg,
Second Mode):

When You descended unto Death, O Lord, You who
are immortal Life put Hades to death, by the
lightning of Your divinity. And when You raised the
dead from the netherworld, all the hosts of heaven
sang aloud to You, “O Christ God, Giver of life, glory
to You! (Sung before and after the Small Entrance,
Greek text found in hymnal on pg. 102)

e  Hymn of St. Cosmas Atitolos (Fourth Mode):

With odes let us acclaim the renowned Cosmas, who
gloriously excelled among the choirs of the martyrs,
priests, and ascetics, and let us gather in honor, for
he dispenses healing to them that have recourse to
him with faith, since, as an equal of the Apostles, he
has boldness before Christ.

e Hymn of the Holy Cross (Xwoov Kvpie, First
Mode):

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil and
protect us all by Your Holy Cross.

e The Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos
(Iwaxeiu xat Avva, Fourth Mode):

Both Joachim and Anna from their sterility’s stigma,
and Adam and Eve from their mortality’s ruin have
been set free, O immaculate Maid, by your holy
nativity. For this do your people hold celebration,
redeemed from the guilt of transgression as they cry
to you, “The barren one bears the Theotokos, the
nourisher of our Life.” (Greek text found in hymnal
on pg. 228)

Guidance, Prayer Requests, and Announcements

This Week’s Daily

Scripture Readings and Fasting Guidance:
Sunday, August 24—No Fasting:
John 21:14-25; I Corinthians 9:2-12; Matthew 18:23-25
Monday, August 25—No Fasting:
Titus 1:1-5; 2:15; 3:1-2, 12-15; Matthew 5:14-19
Tuesday, August 26—No Fasting:
Hebrews 10:32-38; Mark 1:16-22
‘Wednesday, August 27—Strict Fast:
II Corinthians 6:11-16; Mark 1:23-28
Thursday, August 28: No Fasting:
II Corinthians 7:1-10; Mark 1:29-35
Friday, August 29: Beheading of John the Baptist—
Strict Fast:
Matthew 14:1-13; Acts 13:25-33; Mark 6:14-30
Saturday, August 30: No Fasting:
I Corinthians 1:26-31; 2:1-5; Matthew 20:29-34

Prayer Requests for Health of Soul and Body:
Metropolitan Alexios, Fr. Symeon (mission priest supported by our
parish), Fr. Mike, Panteleimon, Kassiani, Dimitri, Georgia, Maria,
Valerie, Dianna, Jeannie, Dawn, Kenneth, Mary, Kay, Helen, Nikki,
Austin, Kiley, Garrett, Carolina, Maria, Laurie, Lindsey, Randy,
Marina, Effie, Christina, Ashley, Brian, Bessie, Katerina, Karl, Colin,
Mitch, Rinne, Michael, Christian, Paul, Lucas, Leo, Nicholas, Kevin,
Andy, Karen, Vera, Adam, Debbie, Alberto, Sadith, Richelle,
Marion, Paul, George, Christina, Kristen, Diane, Lydia, Virgil, Lucy,
George, John, Pauline, Woody, Bill, Nicholas, Mandy

Prayers for those recently reposed:
Bill (+July 13), Irene (+July 26), Rick (+July 31)

Prayers for expecting mothers:
Antigone, Betty, Heather, Julieta, Kalie

Prayers for Military Personnel
and Their Families:
Aubriana Butchko, Benjamin George Davis, Kyle Glotzbach, Robert
Ice, Aleksander Zajac

Prayers for our Catechumens and
Inquirers into the Orthodox Church:
Alexander, Bobbie, Dakota, Daniel, Ecaterina, Gavin, Hannah,
Jessica, Julian, Kyle, Macayla, Max, Mary Emma, Nate, Ron,
Sophia, Susan, Sydney, Tammy, Tristan and pray for those who are
seeking Christ and His Church!

Weekly Wisdom of the Fathers and Mothers of
our Holy Orthodox Church:

St. Cosmas Aitolos, honored today (August 24) teaching us about
how to make the Sign of the Cross with care: “Listen, My Brethren,
how the sign of the Cross is made and what it means. First, just as
the Holy Trinity is glorified in heaven by the angels, so should you
join your three fingers of your right hand. And being unable to
ascend into heaven to worship, raise your hand to your head
(because the head means heaven) and say: "Just as the angels
glorify the Holy Trinity in heaven, so do I, as a servant, glorify and
worship the Holy Trinity. And as the fingers are three and separate,
and are together, so is the Holy Trinity three persons but one God."
Lowering your hand to your stomach, say: "I worship you and adore
you, my Lord, because you condescended and took on flesh in the
womb of the Theotokos for my sins." Place [your hand] on your
right shoulder and say: "I beg you, my God, to forgive me and to put
me on your right with the just." Placing [your hand] again on your
left shoulder, say: "I beg you, my Lord, don't put me on the left with
the sinners." Then bending down to the ground [say] : "I glorify

you, my God; I worship and adore you, for just as you were put
into the grave, may I also be." And when you stand up straight, you
reveal the resurrection and say: I glorify and worship you, my
Lord, for you rose from the dead to grant us eternal life."

Upcoming Celebrations This Week

Name Days—Chronia Polla, Many Years!
August 26: Natalia Lane, Natalia Saratsiotis
August 30: Aleca Hortman, Alexia Passias, Alex Saratsiotis,
Mandi Saratsiotis, Alexandra Stefanis

Birthdays—Happy Birthday!
August 26: James Brock, Maria McCluskey, Jason Spicer
August 27: Kostas Berberidis, Amanda Lord
August 28: George Iakovidis

Anniversaries—Congratulations!
August 24: Cristina & Jim Lekas

(If you have a celebration that did not make it into the bulletin,
please e-mail Fr. Theodore!)

Announcements:

* The next Introduction to the Orthodox Church class will
take place this Wednesday, August 27 at 6:30pm only on
Zoom. The topic will be our Orthodox Christian understanding of
Holy Scripture/The Bible. If you would like a recording of the
previous session or be included on the email list for the class,
please contact Father Theodore.

* The Orthodox Book Study will continue Thursday, August 28
at the Taste and See coffee shop in Downtown Macon at 10:30am.
We are reading the book For the Life of the World by Fr. Alexander
Schmemann, of blessed memory. Please plan on joining on
Thursday mornings. Contact Father Theodore for more
information.

* FESTIVAL INFO (OCTOBER 24-26): Have you taken off for
Friday, October 24th yet? Raffle Tickets are available! We are
asking each family to sell 5 books. Contact Natalia for
tickets. Festival Apparel is now on sale! Samples are located in
the Bookstore (sizes and colors). Use the QR Code to be directed to
our Festival Page where you can find links to the Festival Apparel.
Please save the date for Grape Leaves Prep will be after Liturgy
on September 7th. Please bring a pair of scissors and _ ... ..

plan to stay. We will assemble Dolmades on 'r':' :
September 20th. Pastry Prep will be on October 11th L d
and 18th. We will also need help unloading the truck
with pastries on one of the days of Sept. 24-26 (will [l
know closer to time). Thank you!

*REGISTER TODAY for the 4th Annual Pan-Orthodox CROSS
DIVE that will be held Saturday, September 13th. All high school
students are invited to participate while all parishioners are invited
to attend and enjoy the day. There will be food, fun,
laughter, and of course, the Blessing of the Waters
' along with the Cross Dive. Go to this link: https://
forms.gle/b3yPtC7KtUdyrusKg or scan the QR
Code. Cross Dive Apparel and Sponsorship
opportunities are available through registration.

* There will be an Altar Server Workshop/Meeting after
Liturgy/Coffee Hour on Sunday, September 7. Please plan on
attending if you serve in the Holy Altar.

* There will be an Epistle Reader Meeting taking place
immediately after the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, September 28.
Please plan on staying for this meeting if you are an Epistle Reader
(or would like to be!)



