HOLY CROSS
R GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Ofenar 0 859 First Street | Macon, Georgia 31201 | 478.621.0744 (office)
T www.holycrossga.org | Facebook: HolyCrossMaconGA

Sunday, June 29, 2025

Divine Liturgy

Sts. Peter and Paul, the Preeminent Apostles
Eothinon/Orthros Gospel: Third (Mark 16:9-20)
Mode of the Week: Second / Ae\tepog

QR Codes (scan with smart phone for service texts)

Upcoming Schedule

Today, June 29 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day of Saints Peter and Paul
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
12:30pm Cross Dive Meeting
1:00pm Youth Greek Dance

Wednesday, July 2 5:30pm Vespers

6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class in the Library/Zoom
Friday, July 4 Independence Day—Office Closed
Sunday, July 6 9:15am  Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the 4t Sunday of Matthew
Doxology for Independence Day at the end of the Liturgy
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
12:45pm Bible Study

Wednesday, July 9 9:30am Prosfora Baking Class in the Parish House
5:30pm Vespers
6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class in the Library/Zoom

Thursday, July 10 11:00am Orthodox Book Study at Taste and See in Macon
Saturday, July 12 11:00am Holy Baptism of John William Brock
Sunday, July 13 9:15am  Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the Fourth
Ecumenical Council
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
1:00pm Youth Greek Dance
Parish Family Fellowship/BYOPicnic at Lake Tobo

Tuesday, July 15 5:15pm  Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday, July 16 5:30pm Great Vespers
6:30pm Divine Liturgy honoring St. Marina the Great Martyr
7:30pm Planning Committee Meeting

Thursday, July 17 11:00am Orthodox Book Study at Taste and See in Macon
Friday, July 18 8:00am Pastitsio Prep for the Festival (potentially continued on Saturday)
Sunday, July 20 9:15am  Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day of the Holy Prophet Elias (Elijah)
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
12:45pm Bible Study

Upcoming Epistle Readers: (7/6) George Saratsiotis, Beth Zoumberis; (7/13) Helen Troupos, Beth Zoumberis
Upcoming PC Member On-Duty: (7/6)John Apostolou; (7/13) Maria Spicer;(77/20) Sarah Drakopoulos; (7/27) Chad
Upcoming Ushers: (7/2); Natalia S.; (7/6+7/12) Erick+Cheryl S.; (7/9+7/16) Cristina L.; (7/13) Cristina+Jim L.
Upcoming Video Operators: (7/6) Joanna P.; (7/13) David Z.; (7/20)Natalia S.;(7/25)Norm A.;(7/27) Gray, David N
Fellowship Hosts: (7/6)Marcella Chiorescu; (7/13) Cheryl Schwartzkopf; (7/20) Antigone Michalakis; (7/27) Beth Z.

Our Parish Hymn of the Holy Cross of Christ:

. SaVQ; 0] Lord,‘save. your people and bless YOllI‘. Z®oov Kupie Tov Aadv gou Kkai eUAGynoov v KAnpovopiov
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil | cou, vikag Toig BaciAeGoi katd BapBapwy SwpoUPeVos Kai
and protect us all by Your Holy Cross. 70 00V QUAATTWY S1& ToT XTaupold oou TToAITEUNA.

To our Visitors and Guests: We extend a warm welcome to all worshiping with us today!
While Holy Communion, following ancient practice, is offered only to Orthodox Christians, non-
Orthodox may receive the blessed bread (antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service.

Please join us in the Parish House after the Divine Liturgy for Coffee Fellowship!




Epistle Reading

Eic waoav v yijv é£ijABev 6 pBoyyog adtdv.
2tiy. Oi obpavoi dmyodvror docav Ocod.

+++
IIpog KopivBiovg B’ Emiotolijc [lavlov 10 dvayvwaoua.
+++

ASeloi, &v @ 8 &v Tic TOAUG, &v dppocHvy Aéym, TOAUD
kayd. ‘Efpaiol eioy, kdyd: ToponAitai eiol, wkayd:
oméppo. APpadu eicy kdy®d® didkovolr Xpiotod Egioy
TOPOPPOVOY AOAD, VTEP €YD €v KOTOIG TEPIGGOTEPMG,
&v TANYais VTEPPOALOVI®G, €V PLAAKOIS TEPLOCOTEPMG,
&v  Bavitolg moAAdkie Vmd  Tovdaiov  mevtikig
tecoapakovta mapa piov Erafov, tpig EppafdicOny,
Gra& éMBactnv, tpic &vavdaynca, voxOnuepov &v 1d
BuO® memoinka Odowmopiong  MOAMGKIG,  KvOOVOIG
TOTOU@®Y, KWOOVOIS ANOTAV, KWoOVolS €K YEVOUG,
Kwovvolg €€ E0vdv, kvohvolg v molel, KvdOVOLS €v
épnuig, kwoddvolg €v  BaAdoomn, Kwddvolg €V
YeLdadEAPOIC &V KOM® Kol pOYbw, &v  dypumvialg
TOAMNGKIG, &V M@ wal diyel, &v ynoteiong ToAAAKIG, &v
yiyel Kol YopvotTl xmpig T@V mapeKTOg 1) EM600TAGIG
pov 1| ko’ Nuépav, i LEPYUVA TAGHY TAV EKKANGIAV. TiG
aobevel, kol ovk dobev®; tig oxavdaAiletal, Kai oK Eyd
mopodpat, &l kovydobor del, T Thg dobeveiag pov
Kowynoopal. 6 ®edg kai watp tod Kvpiov fudv Tncod
XpioTod 0idev, 6 dV eDAOYNTOC €i¢ TOVG oidvag, &TL 0
yevdopat. &v Aapack® o £0vapyng Apéta 1o Paciiémg
£€ppovpel TV Aopacknv@dv oA mdcal pe 0éAmv, Kai
d1a. Bupidoc év capydvn ExordcOny dia tod TeiYOLE KOl
£E€puyov tag yeipog avtod. Kavydobatl 61 00 cuupépet
por  éledoopor yop &i¢ Omtaciog Kol GTOKOAVWELG
Kvpiov. oida &vOpomov £&v  Xpiotd 7wpd  ETdv
Sexatecolpov: gite v ohpoTl 00K 01da, &lte EKTOC TOD
chpotog odk oida, 6 Oedg oidev Gpmayévia TOV
tolodtov ¢ Tpitov odpavod. kol oida TOV TolodTOV
avOpomnov gite &v copatt gite £ktOg T00 GOUATOG OVK
oida, 6 Bedg 0idev: 811 Npréyn €ig TOV mopadeicov Kai
fikovoev dppnta pripota, & ovk EEO0V avOpOT® AdAT|cal.
Ve oD TO0HTOL KavyNRoopal, VIEP 68 EHovTod 0V
Kovynoopor € un év toig dobeveiong pov. €av yap
0eMom kavynoacbol, ovk Ecopot depov: aAnBelav yop
£p@d: peidopon 8¢ pn TG €ig Eue Aoyiontotl vmEp 6 PAEmer
pe 1§ akover T €& éupod. Kol T} VmepPorii tdV
amokaAdyemv tva pun drepaipmpot, £6001 pot kO oy Ti
capki, dyyehoc oatdv, iva pe wohopiln iva un
vrepaipopot. VIEP TovTOL TPig TOV Khprov mapexdieca
fva amooti] an’ éuod- Kol ipnké potr dpkel oot 1 xépig
pov’ M yap dvvopig pov €v acbeveig teletodtot. fdiota
obv pdddov kowynoopatl &v toic doBeveiong pov, vo
Emoknvaon En” €Ue 1 duvaplg Tod Xplotod.

Their proclamation went forth into all the earth.
Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.
+++

The reading is from Paul’s Second Letter to the
Corinthians. (11:21-33, 12:1-9)

+++

Brethren, whatever anyone dares to boast of — I am
speaking as a fool — I also dare to boast of that. Are they
Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they
descendants of Abraham? So am I. Are they servants of
Christ? I am a better one — I am talking like a madman
— with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with
countless beatings, and often near death. Five times I
have received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes
less one. Three times I have been beaten with rods; once
I was stoned. Three times I have been shipwrecked; a
night and a day I have been adrift at sea; on frequent
journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers,
danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles,
danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at
sea, danger from false brethren; in toil and hardship,
through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst,
often without food, in cold and exposure. And, apart
from other things, there is the daily pressure upon me of
my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am
not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant?
If T must boast, I will boast of the things that show my
weakness. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who
is blessed for ever, knows that I do not lie. At Damascus,
the governor under King Aretas guarded the city of
Damascus and wanted to seize me, but I was let down in
a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped his
hands. I must boast; there is nothing to be gained by it,
but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. I
know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught
up to the third heaven — whether in the body or out of
the body I do not know, God knows. And I know that this
man was caught up into Paradise — whether in the body
or out of the body I do not know, God knows — and he
heard things that cannot be told, which man may not
utter. On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own
behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. Though
if I wish to boast, I shall not be a fool, for I shall be
speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one
may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from
me. And to keep me from being too elated by the
abundance of revelations, a thorn was given me in the
flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to keep me
from being too elated. Three times I besought the Lord
about this, that it should leave me; but he said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.” I will all the more gladly boast of
my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon
me.

The Holy Gospel Reading according to St. Matthew (16:13-19)

Commemoration of Saints Peter and Paul

T®d xoupd Exetve, EMOOV O
‘Incod¢ eic ta uépn Kocapeiog
Mg  DPMdnmov MpdTO  TOLG
nofntac avtod Aéywv: Tiva ue
Aéyovowv oi EvOpwmot etvar TOV
viov 10D GvOpmdTov; oi 8¢ lmov:
oi pev ITodvvny 1ov Pantioty,
dAlor o0& ‘'HMav, E&tepor 08
Tepepiav 1§ Eva T@V TPOENTOV.
Aéyel anToigs LUEC d¢ Tiva e
Myete etvar, amoxpdeic &
Sipwv Ilétpog elme” o & O
Xp1o1dg 6 viog o0 Beod TOD
Cvtoc. Kai dmokpiBeic 6 Incodg
gimev ovT@® pLokdplog €1, Tipnmv
Bapuwvid, 6t 6apé kai oipe ovk
AmeKGAVYE Gol, GAL O moTnp
LoV O €V TOI1C 0VPOVOIC. KAy® 0€
oot Méym 611 oV &l ITétpog, kol
Emi TaOTN TH TETPU 01IKOOOUNCM®
Hov TNV &KKAnGiav, koi 7oAl
doov oV KATIGYVLOOLGLY AVTHG.
Kol 0Mo® G0l TOG KAES TG
Baocthelac TV ovpavdv, Kol O
gav onong €mi thg Yfc, &otan
oedeUéVOV €v TOIG oVpavolc, Kol
0 éav Avomg émi thg Yhc, €otan
AeAvuévov €v Tolg ovpPoVoic.

At that time, when Jesus
came into the district of
Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, “Who do men
say that the Son of man is?”
And they said, “Some say
John the Baptist, others say
Elijah, and others Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.” He
said to them, “But who do you
say that I am?” Simon Peter
replied, “You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon son
of Jonah! For flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you,
but my Father who is in
heaven. And I tell you, you
are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my church, and the
gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it. I will give
you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed
in heaven.”



HOLY CROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer

IIpoiotauevog/Presiding Priest

Cell: 770.256.0290

Office Days: Tuesday through Friday: call or email Fr. for appointment
Holy Confession: call or email Fr. to schedule

E-mail: frtheodore@holycrossga.org

Bulletin for the week of June 29, 2025
Ushers on Duty: Erick and Cheryl Schwartzkopf
Altar Servers: All Adult/Youth Servers
Epistle Readers: Chad Ridley (Greek); Cheryl Schwartzkopf (English)
Fellowship Host (Thank You!): Rodica Cazacu

Video: Natalia S.

PC Member On-Duty: Natalia Saratsiotis

Today our Holy Orthodox Church
commemorates:

+  The Holy, Glorious, and All-Praised Apostles and Chiefs,
Peter and Paul

The divinely-blessed Peter was from Bethsaida of Galilee. He was
the son of Jonas and the brother of Andrew the First-called. He was
a fisherman by trade, unlearned and poor, and was called Simon;
later he was renamed Peter by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, Who
looked at him and said, "Thou art Simon the son of Jonas; thou
shalt be called Cephas (which is by interpretation, Peter)" (John
1:42). On being raised by the Lord to the dignity of an Apostle and
becoming inseparable from Him as His zealous disciple, he
followed Him from the beginning of His preaching of salvation up
until the very Passion, when, in the court of Caiaphas the high
priest, he denied Him thrice because of his fear of the Jews and of
the danger at hand. But again, after many bitter tears, he received
complete forgiveness of his transgression. After the Resurrection of
Christ and the descent of the Holy Spirit, he preached in Judea,
Antioch, and certain parts of Asia, and finally came to Rome,
where he was crucified upside down by Nero, and thus he ascended
to the eternal habitations about the year 66 or 68, leaving two
Catholic (General) Epistles to the Church of Christ.

Paul, the chosen vessel of Christ, the glory of the Church, the
Apostle of the Nations and teacher of the whole world, was a Jew
by race, of the tribe of Benjamin, having Tarsus as his homeland.
As for his zeal in preaching the Gospel after these things had come
to pass, as for his unabating labors and afflictions of diverse kinds,
the wounds, the prisons, the bonds, the beatings, the stonings, the
shipwrecks, the journeys, the perils on land, on sea, in cities, in
wildernesses, the continual vigils, the daily fasting, the hunger, the
thirst, the nakedness, and all those other things that he endured for
the Name of Christ, and which he underwent before nations and
kings and the Israelites, and above all, his care for all the churches,
his fiery longing for the salvation of all, whereby he became all
things to all men, that he might save them all if possible, and
because of which, with his heart aflame, he continuously traveled
throughout all parts, visiting them all, and like a bird of heaven
flying from Asia and Europe, the West and East, neither staying
nor abiding in any one place - all these things are related incident
by incident in the Book of the Acts, and as he himself tells them in
his Epistles. Having completed the work of his ministry, he likewise
ended his life in martyrdom when he was beheaded in Rome during
the reign of Nero, at the same time, some say, when Peter was
crucified.

Through the intercessions of Your Saints, O God, have mercy on us
and save us. Amen.

Variable Hymns of the Day in the Divine
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (page 8 in
the Pew Book):

e  Weekly Resurrectional Hymn (‘Ote xatnAfeg, 2nd
Mode):

When You descended unto Death, O Lord, You who
are immortal Life put Hades to death, by the lightning
of Your divinity. And when You raised the dead from
the netherworld, all the hosts of heaven sang aloud to
You, “O Christ God, Giver of life, glory to You!” (Sung
before and after the Small Entrance, Greek text in
hymnal on pg. 102)

e Hymn of the Holy Cross (Zwoov Kupie, 15t
Mode):

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil and
protect us all by Your Holy Cross. (sung in Greek and
English)

e The Normal Kontakion of the Theotokos
(IIpootaocia twv Xplotiavav, 2" Mode):

O Protection of Christians that never falls,
intercession with the Creator that never fails, we
sinners beg you, do not ignore the voices of our
prayers. O good Lady, we implore you, quickly come
unto our aid, when we cry out to you with faith. Hurry
to intercession, and hasten to supplication, O
Theotokos who protect now and ever those who
honor you. (Greek text in hymnal on pg. 224)

e  Communion Hymn (Psalm 18):

Ei¢ mdoav v yiv éEfAOev 6 @BOyyog avtdv kol &ig Td
néPaTo TG oikovpévng o Prpato adTdv. AAAniovio /
Their proclamation went forth into all the earth, and
their words to the ends of the world. Alleluia.

Guidance, Prayer Requests, and Announcements

This Week’s Daily
Scripture Readings and Fasting Guidance:
Sunday, June 29: Sts. Peter and Paul—No Fasting:
Mark 16:9-20; II Corinthians 11:21-33, 12:1-9;
Matthew 16:13-19
Monday, June 30: Synaxis of the 12 Apostles—
No Fasting:
II Corinthians 4:9-16; Matthew 9:36, 10:1-8
Tuesday, July 1—No Fasting:
I Corinthians 12:27-31, 13:1-8; Matthew 10:1, 5-8
Wednesday, July 2—Wine+Oil:
Hebrews 9:1-7; Luke 1:39-49, 56
Thursday, July 3—No Fasting:
Romans 11:13-24; Matthew 11:27-30
Friday, July 4—Strict Fast:
Romans 11:25-36; Matthew 12:1-8
Saturday, July 5—No Fasting:
Galatians 5:22-26, 6:1-2; Matthew 11:27-30

Prayer Requests for Health of Soul and Body:
Metropolitan Alexios, Fr. Symeon (mission priest supported by
our parish), Fr. Mike, Panteleimon, Kassiani, Dimitri, Georgia,
Pavlos, Maria, Irene, Valerie, Dianna, Jeannie, Dawn, Kenneth,
Mary, Kay, Helen, Nikki, Austin, Kiley, Garrett, Carolina,
Maria, Laurie, Lindsey, Randy, Marina, Effie, Christina, Ashley,
Brian, Bessie, Katerina, Karl, Colin, Mitch, Rinne, Michael,
Christian, Paul, Lucas, Leo, Nicholas, Kevin, Andy, Karen, Vera,
Adam, Debbie, Alberto, Sadith, Richelle, Marion, Paul, George,
Christina, Eric, Kristen, Diane, Lydia, Virgil

Prayers for those recently reposed:
Franklin (+May 21), Virginia (+May 24), Tina (+June 12),
Tim (+June 14)

Prayers for expecting mothers:
Betty, Heather, Julieta, Kalie

Prayers for Military Personnel
and Their Families:
Aubriana Butchko, Benjamin George Davis, Kyle Glotzbach,
Robert Ice, Aleksander Zajac

Prayers for our Catechumens and
Inquirers into the Orthodox Church:
Alexander, Bobbie, Dakota, Hannah, Jessica, Mary Emma,
Nate, Sophia, Susan, Tammy and pray for those who are
seeking Christ and His Church!

Weekly Wisdom of the Fathers:

St. Silouan the Athonite, speaking of the way that we
become “wounded by love” for God, which is also a great
gift of the Holy Spirit: “When the soul by the Holy Spirit
comes to know the Mother of God; when in the Holy Spirit
the soul becomes kin to the Apostles, the Prophets, and all
the Saints and Righteous Ones, then she is irresistibly
drawn to that world, and cannot remain, but is bothered,
and thirsts, and cannot cease from prayer, and although
the body becomes exhausted and wants to lie down on a
bed, even while lying in bed the soul longs for the Lord
and the Kingdom of the Saints.”

Upcoming Celebrations This Week

Name Days—Chronia Polla, Many Years!
June 29: Lee Hornbaker

Birthdays—Happy Birthday!
June 30: Jessica Webb
July 2: Arty Passias
July 3: Emily Dermatas
July 4: Tammy McDowell

Anniversaries—Congratulations!
None in the Records

(If you have a celebration that did not make it into the
bulletin, please e-mail Fr. Theodore!)

Announcements:

* Congratulations to Gray and Lindsey Yates who were
joined as one in the Holy Mystery of Marriage yesterday at our
Holy Cross Church. May God always bless their marriage!

* The next Introduction to the Orthodox Church class
will take place this Wednesday, July 2 at 6:30pm (after the
Vespers) in the Church Library/on Zoom. The topic will be
“The Orthodox Church Calendar Year.” If you would like a
recording of the previous session or be included on the email
list for the class, please contact Fr. Theodore.

* The Orthodox Book Study will begin anew on Thursday,
July 10 at the Taste and See coffee shop in Downtown Macon.
We will be reading the book For the Life of the World by Fr.
Alexander Schmemann. Please plan on joining on Thursday
mornings!

* There will be a meeting for this year’s Cross Dive that will
take place after the Divine Liturgy/Coffee Fellowship today,
June 29. If you have previously served on this committee or
would like to serve on this committee, we would love for you to
attend! Also, mark your calendars for the 4th Annual Pan-
Orthodox Cross Dive which is on September 13, 2025.

* There will be a class for learning how to bake prosfora (the
bread used for Holy Communion) on Wednesday, July 9 at
9:30am. Please contact Natalia if you would like to attend!

* On Sunday, July 13, after the Divine Liturgy and the post-
Church activities, plan on joining for a low-key afternoon of
fellowship at Lake Tobo. BYOPicnic and beverages and let’s
enjoy a Sunday afternoon in fellowship by the lake!

* FESTIVAL NEWS: This past week, you should have
received an email for different Sponsorship Opportunities
including an ad in the program book. We would love for
everyone to find a new business to go in the program book.
Please consider taking a form located in the Narthex and/or
Parish House to a business here in Central Georgia. All
sponorships (including artwork for the program book) is due
August 15th. Contact Natalia if you have any questions. Also,
be sure to make your calendars for October 24-26!

* For those traveling this summer, we pray you have a safe and
relaxing vacation. As a friendly reminder, we offer
LiveStreaming to those who are unable to attend services on
our Facebook page.



