HOLY CROSS
R GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Ofenar 0 859 First Street | Macon, Georgia 31201 | 478.621.0744 (office)
www.holycrossga.org | Facebook: HolyCrossMaconGA
Sunday, June 22, 2025
Second Sunday of Matthew
St. Eusebius, Bishop of Samosata
Eothinon/Orthros Gospel: Second (Mark 16:1-8)

Mode of the Week: First / [IpwTtog
QR Codes (scan with smart phone for service texts)

Divine Liturgy

Upcoming Schedule

Today, June 22 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the 2rd Sunday of Matthew
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
12:45pm Bible Study

Tuesday, June 24 9:30am Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist
Wednesday, June 25 5:30pm Vespers

6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class in the Library/Zoom
Saturday, June 28 4:30pm Wedding of Lindsey Holland and Gray Yates
Sunday, June 29 9:15am  Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Feast Day of Saints Peter and Paul
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy

12:30pm Cross Dive Meeting

1:00pm Youth Greek Dance

Wednesday, July 2 5:30pm Vespers

6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class in the Library/Zoom
Friday, July 4 Independence Day—Office Closed
Sunday, July 6 9:15am  Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the 4t Sunday of Matthew
Doxology for Independence Day at the end of the Liturgy
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
12:45pm Bible Study

Wednesday, July 9 9:30am Prosfora Baking Class in the Parish House
5:30pm Vespers
6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class in the Library/Zoom

Thursday, July 10 11:00am Orthodox Book Study at Taste and See in Macon

Saturday, July 12 11:00am Holy Baptism of John William Brock
Late afternoon/early evening: Summer Church Picnic (more details to come)

Sunday, July 13 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the Fourth
Ecumenical Council
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
1:00pm Youth Greek Dance

Tuesday, July 15 5:15pm  Parish Council Meeting

Upcoming Epistle Readers: (6/29) Chad Ridley, Cheryl Schwartzkopf; (7/6) George Saratsiotis, Beth Zoumberis
Upcoming PC Member On-Duty: (6/29) Natalia Saratsiotis; (7/6)John Apostolou; (7/13) Maria Spicer;(7/20) Sarah
Upcoming Ushers: (6/24) Sarah D.; (6/25) OPEN; (6/29) Erick+Cheryl S.; (7/2); Natalia S.; (7/6) Erick+Cheryl S.
Upcoming Video Operators: (6/29) Natalia S.; (7/6) Joanna P.; (7/13) David Z.; (7/20) Natalia S.; (7/25) OPEN
Fellowship Hosts: (6/29) Mandi Saratsiotis; (7/6)Marcella Chiorescu; (7/13) Cheryl Schwartzkopf; (7/20) OPEN

Our Parish Hymn of the Holy Cross of Christ:

. SaVQ; 0] Lord,‘save. your people and bless YOllI‘. Z®oov Kupie Tov Aadv gou Kkai eUAGynoov v KAnpovopiov
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil | cou, vikag Toig BaciAeGoi katd BapBapwy SwpoUPeVos Kai
and protect us all by Your Holy Cross. 70 00V QUAATTWY S1& ToT XTaupold oou TToAITEUNA.

To our Visitors and Guests: We extend a warm welcome to all worshiping with us today!
While Holy Communion, following ancient practice, is offered only to Orthodox Christians, non-
Orthodox may receive the blessed bread (antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service.

Please join us in the Parish House after the Divine Liturgy for Coffee Fellowship!




Epistle Reading

T'évorto, Kvpie, 10 EAedg agov Ep’
nuog, xkobamep nirioouey i o€.
21ly. Ayolliaobe, dikaiol, év Kvpio-
10i¢ 0001 TpEmel aiveaig.

et

Illpog Powuoiovs Emiotoliic
Ilavblov to avayvaoaouao.

+o

Adehpoi, 00&n 0¢ woi TN Kol
eipvn movtt 1@ €pyalopéve 1O
ayaBov, Tovdaim te mpdTOV KO
"EAANVL 00 Yhp €0TL TPOCOTOAN YN
mopd 1@ Oed. ool yap AvOuwg
AUOPTOV, AVOUMG Kol Amolodviol
kol Ocot &v vou® Muoptov, Ol
vouov Kkplnooviol. ov  yap ol
axpoatoi ToD VOpov dlkouor mopd
10 Oe®d, AAL" ol momrai ToD VOLOoL
dikaiwOnoovtal. dtav yap &0vn ta
un vopov &yovia @voEL TO TOD
VOLOL TO1f), 0VTOL VOUOV [T| EXOVTEC
EVTOIG  €lol  VOHog,  OiTiveg
gvoeikvoviar 10 €pyov TOoD VOUOL
YPOTTOV €V TOAG Kopdiaig ovTtdv,
CUUUOPTUPOVONG aVTOV iila
CULVEINCEMG Kol UETOED GAANA®V
TAV AOYIGUMAY KOTNYOPOUVI®OV T} Kol
dmoAoyovuéveov — €v Muépe Ote
Kpwel 6 Bedg 10 KPLATA TOV
AvOpOTOV KATO TO ELAYYEAOV LOV
ow Incod Xpiotob.

Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon
us, as we hope in You.
Verse: Rejoice greatly in the Lord,
O righteous ones; praise is fitting
for the upright.
+++

The reading is from Paul’s Letter
to the Romans. (2:10-16)

+++

Brethren, glory and honor and
peace for every one who does
good, the Jew first and also the
Greek. For God shows no
partiality. All who have sinned
without the law will also perish
without the law, and all who have
sinned under the law will be
judged by the law. For it is not the
hearers of the law who are
righteous before God, but the
doers of the law who will be
justified. When Gentiles who have
not the law do by nature what the
law requires, they are a law to
themselves, even though they do
not have the law. They show that
what the law requires is written on
their hearts, while their conscience
also bears witness and their
conflicting thoughts accuse or
perhaps excuse them on that day
when, according to my gospel, God
judges the secrets of men by Christ
Jesus.

The Holy Gospel Reading according to St. Matthew (4:18-23)
Second Sunday of Matthew

Td wopd Exeivo, mepmaT®dV
mopa TV Odhaccav  THC
Foalioiog €ide 0o Gdelpovg,
Yipova tov Agyouevov Ilérpov

Kol  Avopéav 1OV AdEAPOV
aVTOD, Bariovtog
apeipAnocTpov elg v

OaAacoav: noav yap AAES Kol
Aéyel avtoig: O0ebte Omicw LoV
Kol  momowm  vudg  GAEig
avOpommv. o1 0  evBémg
apEvTeG T dikTvo KoAovONGAV
avtd. Kai mpoPac £xeilev eidev
dAAovG 000 AdeAPOVS, TakmBov
OV 100 Zefedaiov kail Todvvny
TOV AOEAPOV aOTOD, &V TM TAOIW
uetd  ZePedaiov tod  mOATPOC
avT®V Katoptilovtac ta dikTva
avT®V, Kol Ekdhecey aOTOVG. o1
0 gVBEMC APEVTEC TO TAOTOV Kol
TOV TATEPO ATV NKOAOVONCOV
avt®. Kail mepiijyev OAnv v
[NoMAaiov 0 Incodc dddokmv
&V TiC oLVAYOYHIC avTOV Kol
KNpvoowmv 10 &dayyEAoV TH|G
Baociielog kai Bepamedmv nacov
voéoov Kol macoav poiakiov &v
TG A0@D.

At that time, as Jesus
walked by the Sea of Galilee,
he saw two brothers, Simon
who is called Peter and
Andrew his brother, casting
a net into the sea; for they
were fishermen. And he said
to them, “Follow me, and I
will make you fishers of
men.” Immediately they left
their nets and followed him.
And going on from there he
saw two other brothers,
James the son of Zebedee
and John his brother, in the
boat with Zebedee their
father, mending their nets,
and he called them.
Immediately they left their
boat and their father, and
followed him. And Jesus
went about all Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues
and preaching the gospel of
the kingdom and healing
every disease and every
infirmity among the people.
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Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer
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Holy Confession: call or email Fr. to schedule
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Bulletin for the week of June 22, 2025

Ushers on Duty: Sarah Drakopoulos, Charles Glotzbach
Video: David N./Gray Y.  Altar Servers: All Adult/Youth Servers
Epistle Readers: Pete Tsamolias (Greek); Carter Zoumberis (English)
Fellowship Host (Thank You!): Chad Ridley
PC Member On-Duty: Chad Ridley

Today our Holy Orthodox Church
commemorates:

+  The Holy Hieromartyr Eusebius (Evoé¢fiog), Bishop of
Samosata (+380)

After the expulsion of Eudoxius from the see of Antioch, the Arians of
Antioch, believing that Meletius of Armenia would uphold their
doctrines, petitioned the Emperor Constantius to appoint Meletius
Bishop of Antioch, while signing a document jointly with the
Orthodox of Antioch, unanimously agreeing to Meletius'
appointment ; this document was entrusted to Eusebius, Bishop of
Samosata. Meletius, however, after his Orthodoxy became apparent,
was banished, and the Arians persuaded Constantius to demand the
document back from Eusebius, as it convicted their perfidy. Imperial
officers were sent; Eusebius refused to surrender the document
without the consent of all who had signed it; the officers returned to
the Emperor, who furiously sent them back to Eusebius with threats.
But so great a zealot for the true Faith, so staunch an enemy of the
Arians, so fearless a man of valor was Saint Eusebius, that when
Constantius' officers arrived, threatening to cut off his right hand
unless he surrendered the document, Eusebius held out both hands.
When Constantius learned of it, he was struck with astonishment and
admiration. This took place in 361, the last year of the reign of
Constantius; he was succeeded by Julian the Apostate, who was slain
in Persia in 363; Jovian succeeded Julian, and Valentinian succeeded
Jovian in 364, making his brother Valens Emperor of the East.
Valens, who supported the Arians, exiled Eusebius to Thrace in 374.
The bearer of the edict of Eusebius' banishment arrived in the
evening; Eusebius bade him keep silence, or else the people, learning
why he had come, would drown him: and Eusebius, though an old
man, left his house alone on foot by night. After Valens was slain at
Adrianopole in 378, the holy Eusebius returned from exile under the
Emperor Gratian, and he ordained for the churches of Syria men
known for their virtue and Orthodoxy. About the year 380, as he was
entering a certain village to enthrone its bishop, whom he had
consecrated, an Arian woman threw a clay tile from the roof, and it
crushed his head; as he was dying, he bound the bystanders with
oaths that they not take the least vengeance. Saint Gregory the
Theologian addressed several letters to him; he had such reverence
for him, that in one letter to him, commending himself to Saint
Eusebius' prayers, he said, "That such a man should deign to be my
patron also in his prayers will gain for me, I am persuaded, as much
strength as I should have gained through one of the holy martyrs.

+  The Holy Martyrs Zeno (Znvwv) and Zenas (Znvag) of
Philadelphia in Arabia (+304)

Through the intercessions of Your Saints, O God, have mercy on us
and save us. Amen.

Variable Hymns of the Day in the Divine
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (page 8 in
the Pew Book):

e Weekly Resurrectional Hymn (Tov Aifov
oppaptobévrog, 15t Mode):

The stone having been sealed by the Pharisees and
chief priests, * and Your all-immaculate body
being guarded by soldiers, * You rose on the third
day, O Lord and Savior, granting life unto the
world. * Then the powers of the heavens cried out
to You, O Giver of Life, and shouted, * “Glory to
Your resurrection, O Christ! * Glory to Your
eternal rule! * Glory to Your plan for saving us,
only benevolent God!” (Sung before and after the
Small Entrance, Greek text in hymnal on pg. 98)

e Hymn of the Holy Cross (Zwoov Kvpie, 15t
Mode):

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil
and protect us all by Your Holy Cross. (sung in
Greek and English)

e The Normal Kontakion of the Theotokos
(IIpootaoia twv Xptotiavwv, 2n Mode):

O Protection of Christians that never falls,
intercession with the Creator that never fails, we
sinners beg you, do not ignore the voices of our
prayers. O good Lady, we implore you, quickly
come unto our aid, when we cry out to you with
faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to
supplication, O Theotokos who protect now and
ever those who honor you. (Greek text in hymnal

on pg. 224)

Guidance, Prayer Requests, and Announcements

This Week’s Daily
Scripture Readings and Fasting Guidance:
Sunday, June 22: Fish, Wine, Oil:

Mark 16:1-8; Romans 2:10-16; Matthew 4:18-23
Monday, June 23—Fish, Wine, Oil:
Romans 7:1-14; Matthew 9:36-38, 10:1-8

Tuesday, June 24: Nativity of St. John the Baptist—
Fish, Wine, Oil:
Luke 1:24-25, 57-68, 76, 80; Romans 13:11-14, 14:1-4;
Luke 1:1-25, 57-68, 76, 80
Wednesday, June 25—Strict Fast:

Romans 8:2-13; Matthew 10:16-22
Thursday, June 26—Fish, Wine, Oil:
Romans 8:22-27; Matthew 10:23-31
Friday, June 27—Strict Fast:

Romans 9:6-19; Matthew 10:32-36, 11:1
Saturday, June 28—Fish, Wine, Oil:
Romans 3:28-31, 4:1-3; Matthew 7:24-29, 8:1-4

Prayer Requests for Health of Soul and Body:
Metropolitan Alexios, Fr. Symeon (mission priest supported by
our parish), Fr. Mike, Panteleimon, Kassiani, Dimitri, Georgia,
Pavlos, Maria, Irene, Valerie, Dianna, Jeannie, Dawn, Kenneth,
Mary, Kay, Helen, Nikki, Austin, Kiley, Garrett, Carolina,
Maria, Laurie, Lindsey, Randy, Marina, Effie, Christina, Ashley,
Brian, Bessie, Katerina, Karl, Colin, Mitch, Rinne, Michael,
Christian, Paul, Lucas, Leo, Nicholas, Kevin, Andy, Karen, Vera,
Adam, Debbie, Alberto, Sadith, Richelle, Marion, Paul, George,
Christina, Eric, Kristen, Diane, Lydia, Virgil

Prayers for those recently reposed:
Franklin (+May 21), Virginia (+May 24), Tina (+June 12),
Tim (+June 14)

Prayers for expecting mothers:
Betty, Heather, Julieta, Kalie

Prayers for Military Personnel
and Their Families:
Aubriana Butchko, Benjamin George Davis, Kyle Glotzbach,
Robert Ice, Aleksander Zajac

Prayers for our Catechumens and
Inquirers into the Orthodox Church:
Alexander, Bobbie, Dakota, Hannah, Jessica, Mary Emma,
Nate, Sophia, Susan, Tammy and pray for those who are
seeking Christ and His Church!

Weekly Wisdom of the Fathers:

St. Theodore the Studite, in praise of the Forerunner, Saint
John the Baptist, whose Nativity will celebrate this week:
“Therefore, it seems to me appropriate to represent the
greatness of the Forerunner in the following image. Just as an
ordinary king, leaving the royal chambers, has as his
predecessors lictors and mace-bearers, and then hypats,
iparchs and brigadiers, and then some high dignitary, behind
whom the king himself immediately appears, shining with gold
and precious stones: so should one think about the true and the
only universal King, Christ our Lord. For He, who was to enter
into the universe with flesh, was preceded by the patriarchs -
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob - then the God-seer Moses, Aaron and
Samuel, and the whole chorus of the prophets; finally, John
appeared, and immediately after him the Lord Christ, about

whom John says: "This was he of whom I spoke: He that
comes after me is preferred before me, for he was before
me" (John 1:15), - and the last in order is the highest in
dignity, according to comparison. Thus, the great Forerunner
is higher than the prophets, and the apostles, and all others,
according to the word of the true Word Christ: he is higher
than the prophets, as succeeding them, and the apostles, as
preceding them.”

Upcoming Celebrations This Week

Name Days—Chronia Polla, Many Years!
June 24: Jessica Holland

Birthdays—Happy Birthday!
June 24: Marissa Goss
June 25: Lori Crouse

Anniversaries—Congratulations!
June 24: Chrissy and Guy Holland
June 25: Maria and Tim Murphy
June 26: Chrissy and Tom Zdrakas
June 28: Mina and Richard Stewart

(If you have a celebration that did not make it into the
bulletin, please e-mail Fr. Theodore!)

Announcements:

* We are currently in the midst of the Apostles Fast. While
this is not as intense of a fasting period as other periods such
as Great Lent or the Dormition Fast, it is still a very ancient
and meaningful fast. Let us imitate our Lord’s Holy Apostles
who went out to the ends of the earth and strengthened
themselves in soul and body with fasting, almsgiving, and
prayer! This fast concludes with the Feast of Saints Peter and
Paul on June 29.

* The next Introduction to the Orthodox Church class
will take place this Wednesday, June 25 at 6:30pm (after the
Vespers) in the Church Library/on Zoom. The topic will be
“The Church of the Fathers.” If you would like a recording of
the previous session or be included on the email list for the
class, please contact Fr. Theodore.

* The Orthodox Book Study will begin anew on Thursday,
July 10. We will be reading the book For the Life of the World
by Fr. Alexander Schmemann.

* There will be a meeting for this year’s Cross Dive that will
take place after the Divine Liturgy/Coffee Fellowship on next
Sunday, June 29. If you have previously served on this
committee or would like to serve on this committee, we would
love for you to attend! Also, mark your calendars for the 4th
Annual Pan-Orthodox Cross Dive which is on September 13,
2025.

* There will be a class for learning how to bake prosfora (the
bread used for Holy Communion) on Wednesday, July 9 at
9:30am. Please contact Natalia if you would like to attend!

* Please save the date for a summer Church picnic during the
late afternoon/early evening of Saturday, July 12. More details
to follow!

* For those traveling this summer, we pray you have a safe and
relaxing vacation. As a friendly reminder, we offer
LiveStreaming to those who are unable to attend services on
our Facebook page.



