HOLY CROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

859 First Street | Macon, Georgia 31201 | 478.621.0744 (office)
www.holycrossga.org | Facebook: HolyCrossMaconGA

Sunday, May 25, 2025
Sunday of the Blind Man
Third Finding of the Head of St. John the Baptist

Orthros, part 1

Divine Liturgy

QR Codes (scan with smart phone for service texts)

Upcoming Schedule

Today, May 25 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Blind Man
One Year Memorial for Vassilios Troupos at the end of the Liturgy
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
Philoptochos Election in the Parish House after the Liturgy
12:45pm Bible Study/Youth Greek School

Monday, May 26 Memorial Day—Office Closed
Tuesday, May 27 11:00am Orthodox Book Study at Taste and See in Macon
Wednesday, May 28 9:30am Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Leave-taking of Pascha
3:00pm Red Cross Blood Drive in the Parish House (until 7:00pm)
5:30pm Great Vespers for the Ascension of the Lord

Thursday, May 29 9:30am Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Ascension of the Lord
Friday, May 30 4:30pm Festival Committee Meeting
Saturday, May 31 10:00am Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class on Zoom
Sunday, June 1 9:15am  Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the First
Ecumenical Council
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
12:45pm Adult Greek School
1:00pm Youth Greek Dance

Saturday, June 7 9:30am Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy and Memorial Service on the Saturday of the Souls
before Pentecost
3:00pm Pan-Orthodox Vespers and Picnic at St. Philothea in Athens

Sunday, June 8 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Feast of Holy Pentecost
12:00pm Kneeling Vespers of Pentecost
Coffee Fellowship after the Vespers
1:30pm  Bible Study/Youth Greek School

Tuesday, June 10 5:30pm  Great Vespers honoring Sts. Bartholomew and Barnabas
6:30pm Introduction to the Orthodox Church Class in the Library/Zoom

Wed. June 11—Sat. June 14 Metropolis Clergy-Laity Conference in Charleston, South Carolina

Upcoming Epistle Readers: (6/1) Chad Ridley, Rene Esquivel; (6/8) Aleca Hortman, Mike Cantrell

Upcoming PC Member On-Duty: (6/1) Sarah Drakopoulos; (6/8) Chad Ridley; (6/15) Gray Yates; (6/22) Natalia S.
Upcoming Ushers: (5/28a)OPEN; (5/28p) Charles G.; (5/29+6/7) Eleni A.; (5/31) Erick+Cheryl S.; (6/1) Sarah D.
Upcoming Video Operators: (5/28) Natalia S.; (5/29) Norm A.; (6/1) Joanna P.; (6/7) OPEN; (6/8) Cristina L.
Fellowship Hosts: (6/1) Sarah Drakopoulos; (6/8)OPEN; (6/15) Ladies of Parish Council; (6/22) Chad Ridley

Our Parish Hymn of the Holy Cross of Christ:

. SaVQ; 0] Lord,‘save. your people and bless YOIlI‘. Z®oov Kupie Tov Aadv gou Kkai eUAGynoov v KAnpovopiov
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil | cou, vikag Toig BaciAeGoi katd BapBapwy SwpoUPeVos Kai
and protect us all by Your Holy Cross. 70 00V QUAATTWY S1& ToT XTaupold oou TToAITEUNA.

To our Visitors and Guests: We extend a warm welcome to all worshiping with us today!
While Holy Communion, following ancient practice, is offered only to Orthodox Christians, non-
Orthodox may receive the blessed bread (antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service.

Please join us in the Parish House after the Divine Liturgy for Coffee Fellowship!




Epistle Reading

EdppovOioeton dikaiog év Kopio.
2tiy. Eioaxovoov, 6 Ogdg, Tijs pVviig
LHov.

ot

Ilpo¢ KopwBiovg B' Ermiorolijc
Ilavlov 10 avayvaoaouo.

ot

Adehpol, 0 Bed¢ 0 elm®dV €k GKOTOVG DG
Aapyor, 0g Elopyev &v tailg kopdiog
NUAV TPOG POTIGUOV THG YVOCEWS TG
d00ENc tod Beod &v mpoodnw Incod
Xpotod. "Eyxopev 08¢ 1OV Onoavpov
TODTOV €V OOTPOKIVOLS OKEVEGLY, Tva M
vmepPoin thig Suvauemc 1 Tod Oeod Kai
un €€ udv, &v mavti OAPOpeEVoL AL oV
OTEVOYMPOVLEVOL, ATOPOVUEVOL AAL" 0VK
€Eamopovdevol, SwKOUEVOL GAAT  OVK
EYKATAAEMOUEVOL, KOTABAALOUEVOL GAL’
0VK GmOAAVDUEVOL, TAVTOTE THV VEKPOOLV
100 Kvpiov ‘Incod €&v 1® ocopatt
neplpépovieg, tva kol 1 {on tod Incod
&V T® oOUOTL MUAV eavepmOT. del yap
nuetc ol Cdvieg €ig  OBdvatov
napaddopeda dud Incodv, tva kai 1 {on
100 Incod eavepwbi] év i Ovnti coapki
NuUdv. ®ote 6 pev Bdvatog &v Muiv
gvepyettat, N1 0& (o1 év LUIv. &povieg 0&
0 O0TO Tvedua THC TOoTEMSG KATO TO
yeypappévov, €miotevoa, o0 EAAANGa,
Kol MUETG moTevopey, 010 Kol Aaloduey,
€100tec 011 O €yeipag TOv Kvplov Incodv
kol Muic o Incod  éyepel  xad
TOPOCTHOEL GLUV DUIV. TA Yap Tavto o
Vuac, tva 1 yapic mAeovacaca S TV
TAEWOVOV TNV guyaplotioy mEPIooEHON
gig v 06&av tod Oeo.

The righteous man shall be glad in
the Lord.
Verse: Hear my voice, O God.
+++

The reading is from Paul’s Second
Letter to the Corinthians. (4:6-15)

+++

Brethren, it is the God who said, “Let
light shine out of darkness,” who has
shone in our hearts to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Christ. But we have this
treasure in earthen vessels, to show
that the transcendent power belongs
to God and not to us. We are afflicted
in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck
down, but not destroyed; always
carrying in the body the death of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be manifested in our bodies. For
while we live we are always being
given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that the life of Jesus may be
manifested in our mortal flesh. So
death is at work in us, but life in you.
Since we have the same spirit of faith
as he had who wrote, “I believed, and
so I spoke,” we too believed, and so we
speak, knowing that he who raised the
Lord Jesus will raise us also with
Jesus and bring us with you into his
presence. For it is all for your sake, so
that as grace extends to more and
more people it may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

The Holy Gospel Reading according to St. John (9:1-38)
Sunday of the Blind Man

Té kopd ékeive moplyov 6 Incodg eldev &vBpomov TVEAOV &k
YEVETT|G. K(X:l( npdmoav avtov ol podntal avtod Adyovtes: pappi, Tig
finoptev, ovtog fj ol yovelg avtod, iva ToeAog yevwnOfj; dmexpitn
‘Incodg obte ovtog fioptey oBte ol Yoveic omtod, GAL” Tva pavepwdii
0 Epya 10D Ogod &v ovT@. EpE del Epyalecbot ta Epya T0D mERYAVTAOG
ue é(Nng n pépa gcﬁ\i' égxsral ~vvé Ote oﬁﬁs‘kg Sﬁ\fa‘fm §pyd§scs(9m. fir(x\f
£V 10 KOoU® ©, MG &iptt ToD KOGHOL. TadTa gindv EnTvoe Yapol Kol
£moinoe mAOV €K ToD TTOGUOTOC, Kol EMEXPLOE TOV TNAOV €T TOVG
opBoApovg T0d ToEAOD Kol elmev ovtd Vmoye viyar el ™V
KoAvuPnOpov 00 Zodu, O £punvedeTol ATEGTOAUEVOS. ATHADEV
o0V kai gviyaro, koi HA0e PAémwy. Oi obv yeitoveg kai ol Bewpodvteg
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Aeyopevog Incodg AoV €moince Kol EmEPIoE Hov Tovg OPOALOVG
Kol einé por dmaye eic TV koAvupiOpav Tod Tthwop kol viyar
ameAdiv 88 Kol viydpevog aviPleya. elmov obv odT@d mod 0TIV
éketvog; Aéyer ovk o1da. Ayovsty adtdv mpog Tovg Dapioaiovg, TOV
ToTE TVPAGY. v 8¢ cépPotov dte TOV IAOV émoincev 6 Incodg kai
avEpEev anTod TOdG OQOAALOVE. TUAY OBV TpdOTMY odTOV Kod ol
Dapiooiol Tdg avéPreyey. 6 & elmev avToic” TAOV énéeTlKé pov £mi
To0g OpBoipovg, kol Eviyauny, kai PAénm. Eleyov odv €k TAV
Dapiaioy Tvég obtog O dvBpemog ok EoTt mapd Tod Ood, dTt TO
cGpPatov ob Tpel. GAlot Edeyov: mdg dvvoTar GvOpmTOg AUAPTOAOG
TowdTo onueio motelv; kol oyicpa MV &v owToic. Aéyoust T@ TVPAG
oA ob Ti Aéyelg mepi avtod, St fjvolEé cov Tovg 0pbaApods; O 6
elmev 6L TpoeNTNG &oTiv. 00K émictevsay oby oi Tovdoiot mepi omTod
ST TVEAOG v Kol GvEPAEEY, Eng HTOL EPDVNGOV TOVG YOVELS 0TOD
10D AvaPAéyavTog kai fipd ooy adTodg AEYovTeg: 00ToC £6Tv 6 VIdG
DuGv, Ov Duelc Aéyete 6TL TVEAOG éyevviiOn; mdg obv dptL PALmey;
amexpiBnoav 8¢ adtoic oi yoveic oTod kai elmov: oidauev 8Tt ovTOC
£€oTv 0 VIOG NUAV Kol Tt TVEAOG £yevwnOn® TS 8¢ VOV PAénel ovK
ofdapev, fi tig fjvorlgev 0vTod TOLG OPOALOLE TUElG oK oidapev:
avtog Mhkiav Exel, avtov épomicate, avtog mepl £owtod AuAioeL
Tadto €OV o1 Yovelg avtod, 6t épofodvto Tovg Tovdaiovg: 716 yap
ovvetéfewvto ot Tovdaiot iva, €av TG avToOv Opoloynon Xpiotov,
amocLVaymYog yYévnTaL 818 TodTo oi Yovelg avtod elmov dTt HAtkioy
£xel, 0DTOV EpOTGATE. EpOVNCAY 0DV €K SELTEPOL TOV BvOpmToV d¢
v TVEAAC, Kol elmov adTd® 50¢ S6&ov @ Oed Huelc oidapev d1t O
&vOpwmog odTog papTOAdS EoTLv. dmekpifn odv éxeivog kol elmev: &l
AUOPTOAOG £6TIV OVK 010" £V 0100, BTL TVEASG BV dpTtL PAéT®. elmov
8¢ ovt® mhhwv' i émoincé ooy mdg fvoEé cov Tovg 0pOaALOVG;
amexpin avToic elmov Vpiv §dn, kai ovk frovcate’ Ti méhv BéleTe
dlfoi)aw; ur‘l Kol i)waig 0éhete avTod pobntai yevécbar, Eloddpnoav
adTOV Kai oV oL €l podnTig ékeivou: Mueis 8¢ 100 Moicéwg Eopev
pontai. Npeig oidapev 6t Moioel Aehainkey 6 @edg: TodToV 8¢ 00K
oidapey moBev dotiv. dmekpidn 6 EvOpwmOC Ko eimev odTOlc" &v Yap
00T Bovpactov Eotiv, 6Tt DUES 0UK oidate mobev Eoti, Kol AvEDEE
Hov Tovg 0pOoALOVG. oldapey 8¢ OTL ALaPTOADY O Bedg OVK AKOVEL,
GAL" &6 Tig BcocePrg T Kkod 1O BEAN e adTod ToLf, TOVTOL BKOVEL €K
00 aidvog ovk mMkovodn Ot fvoi&E Tig O0eBaApoLg TLPAOD
yeyevwnuévov. gi pn v odtog mapd Ocod, 0vk RIVVATO TOLETY 0VSEV.
dmexpiOnoay kol eimov adtd &v auaptiong b dyevwiong 6Aog, koi 6d
dddokelg Nuac; kot E&EParov avtov EEwm. "Hiovoev 0 ‘Inoodg dtu
£E€Balov avTOV EEw, Kal ebpdY oMTOV EMEY OMTH” GV TIGTEVELS €ig
70V vioV 100 Ocod; dmekpidn dkeivog kai elne’ Koi Tig doti, Kupte, tvo
TGTEVCM Eig 0TOV; eime 88 avTd O Incodc kai Edpakag adToV Kol 6
AOAOV peTd oD EkEIVOG €otv. O 6¢ Eent miotevm, Koper wai
TPOGEKVVNGEV aOTA.

At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his
birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man
or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was
not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of
God might be made manifest in him. I must work the works of
him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can
work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle
and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and
washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had
seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used
to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he”; others said, “No, but he is
like him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said to him, “Then how
were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus
made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam
and wash’; so I went and washed and received my sight.” They
said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They
brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened
his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his
sight. And he said to them, “He put clay on my eyes and I
washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not
from God, for he does not keep the sabbath.” But others said,
“How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” There was a
division among them. So they again said to the blind man, “What
do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said,
“He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he had been
blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of
the man who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”
His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he
was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak
for himself.” His parents said this because they feared the Jews,
for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess
him to be the Christ he was to be put out of the synagogue.
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the
second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to
him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” He
answered, “Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I
know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him,
“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He
answered them, “I have told you already and you would not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to
become his disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he
comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You do
not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We
know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a
worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the
eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in utter
sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard
that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do
you believe in the Son of God?” He answered, “And who is he, sir,
that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen
him, and it is he who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe”;
and he worshiped him.



HOLY CROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer

IIpoiotauevog/Presiding Priest

Cell: 770.256.0290

Office Days: Tuesday through Friday: call or email Fr. for appointment
Holy Confession: call or email Fr. to schedule

E-mail: frtheodore@holycrossga.org

Bulletin for the week of May 25, 2025

Ushers on Duty: Cleo Bennette, Sarah Drakopoulos
Video: Gray Y./David N. Altar Servers: All Adult/Youth Servers
Epistle Readers: George Saratsiotis (Greek); Chrissy Zdrakas (English)
Fellowship Host (Thank You!): Philoptochos/Makaria

PC Member On-Duty: Sarah Drakopoulos

Today our Holy Orthodox Church
commemorates:

+  Sixth Sunday of Pascha: Sunday of the Blind Man
(Kuprakn tov TugpAot)

The Lord Jesus was coming from the Temple on the Sabbath, when,
while walking in the way, He saw the blind man mentioned in today's
Gospel. This man had been born thus from his mother's womb, that is,
he had been born without eyes. When the disciples saw this, they
asked their Teacher, "Who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he
was born blind?" They asked this because when the Lord had healed
the paralytic at the Sheep's Pool, He had told him, "Sin no more, lest a
worse thing come unto thee" (John 5:14); so they wondered, if
sickness was caused by sin, what sin could have been the cause of his
being born without eyes. But the Lord answered that this was for the
glory of God. Then the God-man spat on the ground and made clay
with the spittle. He anointed the eyes of the blind man and said to him,
"Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam." Siloam (which means "sent") was a
well-known spring in Jerusalem used by the inhabitants for its
waters, which flowed to the eastern side of the city and collected in a
large pool called "the Pool of Siloam." Therefore, the Savior sent the
blind man to this pool that he might wash his eyes, which had been
anointed with the clay-not that the pool's water had such power, but
that the faith and obedience of the one sent might be made manifest,
and that the miracle might become more remarkable and known to
all, and leave no room for doubt. Thus, the blind man believed in
Jesus' words, obeyed His command, went and washed himself, and
returned, no longer blind, but having eyes and seeing. This was the
greatest miracle that our Lord had yet worked; as the man healed of
his blindness himself testified, "Since time began, never was it heard
that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind," although
the Lord had already healed the blind eyes of many.

+  Third Finding of the Precious Head of the Holy and
Glorious Prophet and Forerunner, John the Baptist
(I evpéoewg NG TIHiag KePAANG Tov ITpodpopov) (+850)

Because of the vicissitudes of time, the venerable head of the holy
Forerunner was lost for a third time and rediscovered in Comana of
Cappadocia through a revelation to 'a certain priest, but it was found
not, as before, in a clay jar, but in a silver vessel, and "in a sacred
place.” It was taken from Comana to Constantinople and was met
with great solemnity by the Emperor, the Patriarch, and the clergy
and people.

+  The Holy Martyr Celestine (KeAeotivog) of Rome
+  Our Devout Father Olbian(OABiavog) the Monastic

Through the intercessions of Your Saints, O God, have mercy on us
and save us. Amen.

Variable Hymns of the Day in the Divine
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (page 8 in
the Pew Book):

. Hymn of the Resurrection (Xptotog avéot, Plagal 15t Mode):

Xpotog avéot €k vekpdv, Bavate Odvatov matioog, Kol Toig €v Tolg
pvnuact, Lony xopLodevoc.

Christ is risen from the dead, by death trampling down upon death,
and to those in the tombs He has granted life. (Sung before the
Small Entrance)

. Weekly Resurrectional Hymn (Tov ovvavapyov Aoyov,
Plagal 15t Mode):

As the Father and Spirit are unoriginate, * so the Word, who was
born from the Virgin for us. * Let us praise Him, O believers, and let
us worship Him. * For our salvation He was pleased * to be
crucified in the flesh, * and to undergo death, * and to resurrect the
dead, by His glorious resurrection. (Sung after the Small Entrance,
Greek Text found in hymnal on pg. 114)

e Hymn of John the Baptist (Qg Ociov Onoavpioua, 4t Mode):

Now Christ has revealed to us your sacred head once again, * a most
holy treasure hidden underground for so long, * O Prophet and
Forerunner. * Therefore we have assembled for the feast of its
Finding, * singing our God-inspired hymns in praise of the Savior, *
who saves us from destruction, by your earnest prayers to Him.

. Hymn of the Holy Cross (Zwoov Kvpte, 15t Mode):

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your inheritance. Give
victory to those who battle evil and protect us all by Your Holy
Cross. (sung in Greek and English)

e Kontakion of the Memorial Service (Mvnjofnti, Kopee, Plagal
4th Mode):

Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servant, and forgive
every sin he has committed in this life. For no one is sinless except
You, Who has power to grant rest to those who have fallen asleep.

. Kontakion of Pascha (Et xat ev tapw, Plagal 4t Mode):

Though You went down into the tomb, O Immortal One, yet You
brought down the dominion of Hades; and You rose as the victor, O
Christ our God; and You called out "Rejoice" to the Myrrh-bearing
women, and gave peace to Your Apostles, O Lord who to the fallen
grant resurrection. (Greek text found in hymnal on pg. 274)

Guidance, Prayer Requests, and Announcements

This Week’s Daily
Scripture Readings and Fasting Guidance:
Sunday, May 25: Sunday of the Blind Man—No Fasting:
John 20:11-18; II Corinthians 4:6-15; John 9:1-38
Monday, May 26—No Fasting:
Acts 17:1-9; John 11:47-54
Tuesday, May 27—No Fasting:
Acts 17:19-28; John 12:19-36
Wednesday, May 28: Leave-taking of Pascha—
Fish, Wine, Oil:
Acts 18:22-28; John 12:36-47
Thursday, May 29: Holy Ascension—No Fasting:
Mark 16:9-20; Acts 1:1-12; Luke 24:36-53
Friday, May 30—Wine+Oil:
Acts 19:1-8; John 14:1-11
Saturday, May 31—No Fasting:
Acts 20:7-12; John 14:10-21

Prayer Requests:

Metropolitan Alexios, Fr. Symeon (mission priest supported by
our parish), Fr. Mike, Panteleimon, Kassiani, Dimitrios,
Georgia, Pavlos, Maria, Betty, Irene, Valerie, Dianna, Jeannie,
Dawn, Kenneth, Mary, Kay, Helen, Nikki, Austin, Kiley,
Garrett, Carolina, Maria, Laurie, Lindsey, Randy, Marina, Effie,
Christina, Ashley, Brian, Bessie, Katerina, Link, Virginia, Karl,
Colin, Mitch, Rinne, Michael, Christian, Paul, Lucas, Leo,
Nicholas, Kevin, Andy, Karen, Vera, Adam, Debbie, Alberto,
Sadith, Richelle, Marion, Paul, George, Christina, Eric, Kristen

Prayers for those recently reposed:

Tony (+April 6), Franklin (+May 21)

Prayers for expecting mothers:

Betty, Heather, Julieta, Kalie

Prayers for Military Personnel
and Their Families:
Aubriana Butchko, Kyle Glotzbach, Robert Ice,
Aleksander Zajac

Prayers for our Catechumens and
Inquirers into the Orthodox Church:
Alexander, Bobbie, Dakota, Hannah, Jessica, Mary Elizabeth,
Mary Emma, Nate, Sebastian, Sophia, Susan, Tammy and pray
for those who are seeking Christ and His Church!

Weekly Wisdom of the Fathers:

Fr. Lawrence Farley, a modern theologian of our Holy
Church shares with us the following about the glorious feast of
the Ascension, which we celebrate this coming Thursday: “The
Church has always proclaimed that Man’s ultimate glory and
destiny find fulfillment in Jesus. He is the Son of Man to whom
God subjects all things, putting them under His feet. He is the
One whom God crowned with glory and honor (see Heb. 2:6-9),
the true and representative Man ruling over all creation. And
the moment of this crowning, this final and supreme exaltation,
was the Ascension. That is the true meaning of the Ascension,
and why the Ascension represents the triumph of man. In
Jesus, Man assumes the throne God prepared for him, reigning
finally and truly as king over the rest of creation. In the
ascended Christ, sitting at God’s right hand to rule the cosmos
with Him, Mankind finds its true destiny and glory and goal.”

Upcoming Celebrations This Week

Name Days—Chronia Polla, Many Years!
None in the Records

Birthdays—Happy Birthday!
May 26: Erzebet Santon
May 29: Nick Dermatas
May 30: Bessie Andros, Thomas Roden

Anniversaries—Congratulations!
May 26: Cleo and Tony Bennette

(If you have a celebration that did not make it into the
bulletin, please e-mail Fr. Theodore!)

Announcements:

* As a reminder, we do not kneel or make prostrations
during this Paschal season (until the Kneeling Vespers at
Pentecost) due to the resurrectional and joyful theme of this
liturgical season! We also do not pray the prayer “O Heavenly
King/Baoweb ovpavie” in Church or in our private prayers
during this time until the Feast of Pentecost. We begin our
prayers during this time with the singing or recitation of
Christos Anesti/Christ is Risen thrice through the Leave-
taking of Pascha (which occurs this week on Wednesday).

* Sunday School/Youth: Today we’ll be having round two
of our traditional end of the Sunday School year Ice Cream
Sundaes. We thank our wonderful Sunday School teachers,
Helen Vardy and Gray Yates, for their important ministry and
for a great year! Additionally, on June 8 (Pentecost) we’ll be
honoring our five high school and post-secondary graduates!

* The Philoptochos Elections will be taking place today
during the Coffee Fellowship for the Board Positions. We
thank outgoing Philoptochos President, Cleo Bennette, for all
of her efforts!

* The Orthodox Book Study will take place this week on
Tuesday, May 27 at 11:00am at Taste and See in Macon. All
are welcome to join for our fellowship and discussion, even if
you don’t have the book!

* The next Introduction to the Orthodox Church class
will take place this Saturday, May 30 at 10:00am taking place
on Zoom only. The topic will be “God, Jesus, the Holy
Trinity.” If you would like a recording of the previous session
or be included on the email list for the class, please contact Fr.
Theodore.

* There will be a Red Cross Blood Drive taking place this
Wednesday, May 28 in the Parish House from 3:00 to 7:00pm.
Come and give blood-and stay for the Great Vespers for the
Ascension which will take place at 5:30!

* All Atlanta-area Orthodox parishes are invited to St.
Philothea Greek Orthodox Church in Athens, Georgia for a
Pan-Orthodox Vespers and Pentecost Picnic on
Saturday, June 7 at 3:00pm.

Xprotog Aveotn! Christ is Risen!
AMnOmg Avéom! Truly He is Risen!



