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Father Theodore@ Message

Today a sacred Pascha has been revealed to us; a Pascha new and holy, a Pascha mystical; a Paschz
venerable, Pascha, the Redeemer Christ himself; a Pascha that is blameless, a Pascha that is great, a
believers, a Pascha that has opened for us the gates of Paradise, a Pascha that sanctifies believers all
o from the Stichera of Pascha.

My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

It is rather fortuitous that as we begin March, the month
Springé in the words of the hymnography of the Church, t h
Lent begins on March 3rd, Clean Monday, and the forty days ends on Friday, April 11th . After we celebrate Lazarus
Saturday and Palm Sunday, we will enter Holy Week and conclude this season with the celebration of Great and Holy

Pascha on Sunday, April 20th. This year is also a year that we celebrate the Resurrection on the same day as our
brothers and sisters of the other Christian traditions, commonly referred to in these traditions as Easter.

| quoted a hymn from the Paschal service at the beginning of this message. It might seem strange to quote a hymn from
Pascha as we are just beginning Great Len® but when we begin a journey, it is important for us to have the destination
in mind, that thing we are journeying towards. As we begin the sacred journey towards Pascha, we may often wonder:
Why do we call it Pascha anyways, and not Easter? This may be a perplexing question for both those who are new to
Orthodoxy and those who have spent their entire life in the Church. Well, the word Pascha itself is the key. Pascha or

| & R UnAGreek, is the direct translation of the ancient word for Passover 8 in Hebrew, Pesakh or in Aramaic, Paskha.
The Orthodox Study Bible has this to say about the Jewish Feast of Passover:

Passover, the central rite and symbol of Judaism, is based on the experience of the liberation of the Hebrew peopbgefnom bond
Egypt (Ex 12:115:21). It is called Passover both because the Lord passed over the homes of the Hebrew, sparing theratfrom the d
that came to the firdborn in Egypt, and because the Hebrews passed over the Red Sea as if it were dry land. Passoer celebrate
Godds steadfast | ove and devotion to His peopl

Throughout the rest of the Ol d Testament, Passover pleeemi
Israel. The Lord repeatedly brings this event to mind as He encourages and exhorts His people to return to their covenantal
responsibilities (Jdg 6:X0; 1Kg 10:1719; Ps 80:10, 11; Jer 1181 Mic 6:1-8).

Through His saving work, Christ becomes our Passover. Through Him we experience liberation from sin, death, and the devil. St
Paul exclaims, o0Christ, our Passover, was sacrifi tamd for
(Is53:7;In1:29; Rev564) who gave Hi msel f wup i nl4)doaecandild us with Gadonc e f

As you can see, there is a needful connection between the Passover/Pascha in Christ He is our Passover/Pascha and
we participate and celebrate therein when we celebrate not only Pascha on April 20th, but even every Sunday, we

celebrate a o0osmall Paschadé which o0is our Passover from de.
from enslavement to the devil to the freedom of the children of God. This Passover was made possible by the

i ncarnati on, cross and resurrection of the Redeemer. o6 (Ar
term OPaschadé as opposed to OEasterd as it makes a theol oc

Our Lenten journey leading to Pascha is one that leads us to life. But we must not forget that every celebration of the

Divine Liturgy, because of the Eucharist, is a celebratio
11:26). This Lenten season educates us, strengthens us, and sharpens us to help us to understand what we are truly
participating in as Orthodox Christians. And as we myst.i

following Him and adhering to His life -giving commandments. | pray that for all of us that this Great and Holy Lent is a

time of a sharpening of our discernment, fruitfulness in our relationships with one another, and thanksgiving to God for
alofthegi fts that He showers wupon us, chiefly to partici
Par adi se.

TUae EUjalogaldde ,and blessed Forty Days to us all!

I n ChrHst

Vi
Fr . Theodo
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PHILOPTOCHOS

Our Mi ssi on
To promote charitable, benevolent and phil
to preserve the sanctity of I|ife and

and to perpetuate and promote our .Orthodox

Dear Fr. Theodore and Fellow Parishioners,

| pray you've had a beautiful start to 2025! In mid -January, we held our first Philoptochos meeting of the year. It was a great turnout and
we discussed the opportunities to serve Christ and our neighbors in 2025. We are thankful to our Holy Cross community for
supporting our Holiday Tray Fundraiser! It was successful thanks to everyone's hard work donating ingredients, baking, packagin g, and
purchasing the festive trays!

Our annual Vasilopita Fundraiser was on January 5th. Every Vasilopita was lovingly made and delicious. Special blessings to all the
coin recipients: Nikitis Zoumberis, Maria Murphy, Pete Tsamolias, Marcela Chiorescu, Irene Ray, and myself. Your donations h elped us
raise $350.00 to send to Saint Basil Academy. | thank everyone that supported this well deserved cause.

Philoptochos will be hosting again this year the Lenten Luncheon on the Sunday of the Holy Cross, March 23rd. This yearly fundr aiser
is to support Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, our wonderful Greek Orthodox College and Seminar y.
Eleni Adams has graciously accepted to be chairwoman. We will also be hosting the Palm Sunday Fish Luncheon on April 13th, with
Cheryl Schwartzkopf serving as chairwoman. | thank both ladies in advance!

All ladies are invited to attend the Metropolis of Atlanta Lenten Spiritual Retreat, March 14th -16th, at the Diakonia Retreat Ce nter in
Salem, South Carolina. Fr. Dr. Stephen Muse (Orthodox Priest and Pastoral Psychotherapist and Marriage & Family Therapist) will be
the presenter. It promises to be an edifying and spiritually fruitful weekend. The cost is $225 and includes all lodging and me als.
Register online now at atlmetropolis.org/spiritual -retreat-2025.

This is several months away, but please mark your calendars for the National Philoptochos Children's Medical Fund Luncheon on

Saturday, September 27th in Atlanta. The Metropolis of Atlanta Philoptochos is blessed to be hosting this National Biennial

Archdiocesan -wide special 20th anniversary event so close to home this year, which has expanded its mission not only to assist y oung
cancer patients, but also to provide grants for innovative research programs to pediatric hospitals throughout the United States, as well as
organizations with special programs for children with critical and life threatening illnesses. Tickets are available for pur chase now; go to
www.philoptochos.org for information. Finally, | extend a personal invitation for each woman in our Holy Cross community to j oin our
Philoptochos. The stewardship is $40 minimum, but can be sponsored if needed, by an anonymous donor. Please join our philanthrop  ic
efforts!

Blessed Lent,

Vailopita Sunday 2025, ou
of supplies for the Kolbe Center for women anghcl

2024 -2025 Philoptochos Board

President: Cleo Bennette
1st VP: Helen Vardy
2nd VP: Emily Dermatas
Treasurer: Maria Bronisevsky
Rec. Secretary: Beth Zoumberis
Corr. Secretary: Rodica Cazacu
Member at Large: Denna Bradford
Advisor: Sarah Drakopoulos

The 26287 Board Elections are coming i
consider running 1
Phil optochos is on
organizations and we touch lives locally
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http://www.philoptochos.org

Financial Report

FOURTH QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT 4d]jg ukg bkn ] hh Jukaqg
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TOTAL EXPENSES [$  20,683.97 $§ 1997511 §  23,559.96
NET/DEFICIT 5 (5,657.52) S (4,144.91) S 26,7/83.85
Stewardship Committee
4TH Quarter (Ending DECEMBER 31
Tassie Cantrell, Charles Glotzbach & Beth Zoumberis
Stewardship 2024
For the year ending 2024, Holy Cross Parish is blessedig@tRamily Units.
Of these, we had the following contributing:
Dedicated Stewardship Cards: 61Family Units
Contributing Stewards for 20299 Family Units
Who is a oDedicatedod Steward? These are mefmnber
and with intention, provide their Stewardship Commitment Card. | believe 61 cards is the
most we have ever had. WAY to GO, HOLY CROSS!!!
Stewardship: 2025
So far for the 1st QTR of 2025:
Commitment Cards Received the First QTR of 202&m3§ Units (as of Dec 8th Blessing of Stewardship)
2025 is off to a great start! New beginnings, new resolutions, new choices to make on how to live out your fai
Stewardship is a big part of our personal Christian jourtieig. putting your faith into practice with love and joy in your
heart. In many ways, it is also an expression of the deep appreciation and love wishawe Theodore and all the
good things Holy Cross Ministries are doifge want to thank those who have already sent in their Stewardship
Commitment Trifold and are Dedicated to Holy Cross. Become a Dedicated Steward! If you have n@t sent
your Stewardship Commitment Trifold2025,d on 6t mi ss out . We hope and pfay
Trifolds are in the Narthex next to the Sunday Bulletins. If you have any questions regarding stewardship cpmmitm
please feel free to ask anyone on the Stewardship Committee. You may also always talk with Fr. Theodore.
@STI—;\A’ARDSHIP MlNlSTRY -Your Own from \jourOwn




Dear Fr. Theodore and Fellow Parishioners,
Greetings!

We are so proud of the many youth and parents who

I f you missed skating, | & mp?

annual event! Save the following dates as we plan to
make many more memories together!

Glory to God in All Things,

Erick and Cheryl Schwartzkopf

Schwartzkopf
i rectors

com

Upcoming Dates to Note:

March 230 Greek Independence Day Celebration,

planned for the afternoon.

Youth Even® Afternoon Pickleball, location will be
announced later.

April 12 8 Lazarus Saturday Lenten Retreat with a

presented by the Youth Greek School. Immediately
following the Divine Liturgy. An Urban Air outing is

2024 Nativity Pageant
Facebook page for d

l Chilaelr®mewar dsh

Ser mon and
Sunday School
shenani gans!




OUR JOURNEY TO PASCHA! 2025

Created by Fr. Jonathan Bannon (ACROD)

SUNDAYS THEMES / GOSPEL READING HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

Fast - Free Week ' ' ]

FEBRUARY 9th

Normal Fast Week
FEBRUARY 16th

Meatfare #
FEBRUARY 23rd '

FAREWELL TO MEAT TODAY

Cheesefare

MARCH 2nd

FAREWELL TO CHEESE TODAY

1st Sunday of Lent

MARCH 9th

2nd Sunday of Lent

MARCH 16th

3rd Sunday of Lent

MARCH 23rd

4th Sunday of Lent

MARCH 30th

5th Sunday of Lent

APRIL 6th

FLOWERY (PALM) SUNDAYI

APRIL 13th

GREAT WEEK BEGINS

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY e
APRIL 18th

FEAST OF FEASTS!

APRIL 20th
NO FASTING!

TRIODION WEEKS

Publican and the Pharisee SHOWi comsassion oniihe poor
Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:10-15 and distressed. Trust in God,

Gospel: Luke 18:10-14 not yourself and ask for His help
before every task this week.

The Prodigal Son Returns! Schedule a Confession. Every morning
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 say, “Today | will be humble.”
Frospel; Litedo1t-i2 Use up/freeze meats this week.

The Last Judgement Pray facing East this week.
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2 Christ is returning from the East and

Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 we wait for Him!
Use up/freeze dairy this week.

Adam and Eve are cast from Paradise! Al aachioibiacT
FORGIVENESS SUNDAY ) sk each other ?I’ !
Epistle: Romans 13:11-14:4 forgiveness each evening this

Gospel: Maithew 6:14-21 week before bed.

GREAT LENT BEGINS WITH FORGIVENESS VESPERS

SUNDAY of ORTHODOXY Bring an icon to church
Epistle: Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-12:2 for a procession.
Gospel: John 1:43-51

ST GREGORY PALAMAS Bring a prayer rope to be

Epistle: Hebrews 1:10-2:3 blessed today!
Gospel: Mark 2:1-12 Use it and pray the Jesus Prayer

each day this week.

VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

HALF WAY TO PASCHA! Wear your cross to church and
Epistle: Hebrews 4:14.5:6 kiss the cross
Gospel: Mark 8:34.9:1 each morning with a bow!

ST JOHN of the LADDER Every time you climb stairs this week
Epistle: Hebrews 6:13-20 ask St. John to help you reach
Gospel: Mark 9:17-31 Paradise with the sign of the cross!

ST MARY of EGYPT Ask the Theotokos to offer you
Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-14 and the world pure thoughts
Mark 10:32-45 and ideas this week.

GREAT AND HOLY WEEK Place your palm branches
ENTRY OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM  gnd pussywillows behind

Epistle: Philippians 4:4-9 anicon‘af home
Gospel: John 12:1-18 di
and in your car!
GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY
JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS Refrain from TV, Internet &
CHECK WITH YOUR PARISH FOR Phones to honor Christ’s Death.
ROYAL HOURS AND VESPERS SCHEDULE

4 e Greet everyone with
BRIGHT WEEK “CHRIST IS RISEN!”
HOLY PASCHA! (CHRIST IS RISEN!) & say it before

Epistle: Acts 1:1-8 Gospel: John 1:1-17  good morning and goodnight!




Dear Holy Cross Family,

Blessed Lent to you alll In your mercy, please forgive me for any unloving words | have spoken or ways that | have hurt your heart or upset
you. Our annual St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival on Feb. 2nd (also Godparent Sunday and the Presentation of Christ in theTemple) was a
great blessing to witness! Isabelle taught us about an inspiring lesserkk nown fi gure in the Bi bl e,sfaBflrserioehand
Carter gave us an understanding of the importance of Ecumenical Councils, focusing specifically on the 1st Ecumenical Council (325AD). Several of
our youth in 6th grade or younger also participated by sharing prayers, hymns, and excerpts from the Bible. | thank the kids for their courage to
share about their Orthodox Faith and the parents for their support! Melanie Moye has been my understudy this year and will be taking over as parish
chairperson next year. Make sure you check out the Oratorical Festival re-cap video on our Holy Cross YouTube if you missed it!

Our Sunday School teachers, Mr. Gray and Ms. Helen, and their students have absolutely rocked it so far this year! Make note - the last day of
Sunday School along with our traditional celebratory ice -cream sundaes during coffee hour is May 18th. Separately, if your 6th-12th grade kids,
grandchildren, or godchildren have never experienced our awesome Metropolis of Atlanta St. Stephen's Summer Camp at the DRC in South Caroli-
na, this is the year to send them! Choose 1 of 5 weeks, starting June 22nd and  ending July 26th. It sells out FAST becaag's so good! Grant oppor-
tunities to assist with the cost are available for each one of our Holy Cross  campers that attends!

Love in Christ,
Presvytera Stacey
Sunday School Director
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Spreading Joy... i
Christmas
Caroling
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NOT-SOGYOUNGADULT ADDITION!!
NOW INCLUDING ALL AGES 40+

If you are interested in being added to the NSYA Group Outing Messages,
please contact Beth Zoumberis.

Holy Cross softly
blanketed with snow
on January 22, 2025...




