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Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox Church

WINTER 2024 QUARTERLY BULLETIN

859 First Street | Macon, Georgia 31201 | 478.6
SUNDAY SERVICES FIND US ONLINE
(For services during the week, www.holycrossga.org
please visit our webpage)
Facebook:
~ Orthros 9:15am HolyCrossMaconGA
Divine Liturgy 10:30am
COﬁee Fe||OWShIp 1200pm |nstagram:
(following Liturgy) HolyCrossMacon
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Father Theodore® Message
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PHILOPTOCHOS Our Mi ssi on:

2 101"‘ MITOE O
SANSSS

To promote charitable, benevolent and ph
to preserve the sanctity of |ife ar

and to perpetuate and promote our .Orthodo

Dear Fr. Theodore and Fell ow Parishioners,

As the year comes to a cl ose, I can't hel p but
bl essed, and | ' m humbled by the different ways I
our Holy Cross Phil opwaoycsh owe 'froer pahret ionfditshpaetn svadrl
of a Church communi ty t hat gi ves iunspaoppoornt us
t hr dwgdthha,r i ty, and ebomaobniatry serwiecsetones of Phi
I thank you so much for suppordancdcgtMaamria Hbt Cdayk
chairimwgalrt' $ ht Bi s and other fundraisersi hhatria
throughout the Archdiocese, within our Atl anta
our own Holy Cross Church. Recently, our Phil opf
l i es, and we're sponsoring a family in need for
clothes, Wanwi ltloyal so be assisting with the "bac
which starts up again in January.

Ladi es, I personally invite you to our Christma
cember 15t h, we ' | | enjoy dessert s, cof fee, and
share and one (or mor e!) of the following item
hatGsu.r coll ection of those items wil!/| be deli ver
center) as another almsgiving opportunity.

Some other wupcoming-Frrhi Mfdh®otdorlkeevp | bmbBemday hel
5th in celebration of St. Basi | and the beginni
day, February 9th is "Go Red Sunday" for women' s
I f you have ideas for fundraisers, ideas for so
need or ways to seRliel,optl eaksed | pbeudsh ajwd@w!wot al r e
you t o Pjraiymngs.you have a Merry Christmas and a |
Your sister i|

Cl eo

L}

" COFFEE 6 DESSERT

2024 -2025 Philoptochos Board y at the home of Cleo Bennette
. 726 Dunblane Drive Macon 31210
President: Cleo Bennette
1st VP: Helen Vardy Sunday, December 15th at 2pm
2nd VP: Em'_ly Dem_]atas Please bring a Dessert to share.
Treasurer: Maria Bronisevsky Also, please bring baby shampoo, diaper rash cream, sleepers,
Rec. Secretary: Beth Zoumberis bibs, or hats for THE KOLBE CENTER (local crisis pregnancy

center) for a small Christmas group almsgiving offering.

Corr. Secretary: Rodica Cazacu
Y Rsvp to Presvytera Stacey 770-827-7145

Member at Large: Denna Bradford




Financial Report

THIRD QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT 4d]jg ukg bkn ] hh
$25,000 ] J ) _ k J\ p e j ga X 0]
$20,000 p\k S ] n P da cnk

]rl]eh]~ha bkn ]ju
6aji k » GJubGbukEnkoo

mTOTALREVENUE  mTOTAL EXPENSES

THIRD QUARTER (JUL-SEP) #] od!D(lkhu#nkoo- ]
JuL AUG SEP *kdj 'l kopkhkqg »
TOTAL REVENUE | $ 7,854.73 S 16,906.26 S 17,232.66 T S TS
TOTAL EXPENSES | $ 19,455.06 S 22,138.83 S 20,487.03 eeel O # 4 na ] 0 q nan ¢
NET/DEFICIT $ (11,600.33) $  (5,232.57) $  (3,254.37)

| bgpgna kb ko
$15,000
Oha]J]oa reoep kaq
o sss¢dkhu_nkoolc]
$5,000
I 4da / bbanejc hejg sehh
S0 . .

Stewardship Committee
3RD Quatrter (Ending JUNE 30TH)

A stewardship meeting was held on November 6th, where Fr. Theodore gave his blessing to begin the C
2025. The Archdiocesan theme for this coming yesdg
in every Divine Liturgy as Fr. Theodore prepares the Eucharist. How fitting. This is a sweet reminder that
and perfect gift is from God. All we have is His gift. Yet, he gives us the free will to use our gifts as we ses &
key reason why Stewardship is part of our spiritual journey. God challenges us to give of our first fruits wil
joyfully and to the best of our ability. He (and the Church) lovingly accept whatever we decide to provide and

visits the sick and those in need; he provides and celebrates the beautiful services and sacraments of the Chﬂ
of Holy Cross is in many ways, dependent on how we, as Orthodox Christians prioritize and support the c
spiritual walk, through our stewardship.

Tassie Cantrell, Spyros Dermaias, Charles Glotzbach & Beth Zoumtﬁris

paign
ri
every g
This
ngly ar
use it t

further the work and missions of Holy Cross. Fr. Theodore provides spiritual guidance and nourishment to fall of u:

rch. Tt
urch in

eral Assembly meeting on November 17th. The rest were mailed. If you did not receive one or need another
us know. We also have commitment trifolds near the candle station in the Narthex. Please thoughtfully and
fill out your stewardship commitment for 2025. We are asking for everyone to return their stewardship packe
beginning of December as Fr. Theodore will be doing the traditional blessing of the stewardship commitments
ber 8th, the feast day of Saint Nicholas!

tee or talk with Fr. Theodore. Stewardship is a fundamental part of putting your Faith into Action and part of
itual journey. God Bless You!

B

@ STEWARDSHIP MINI from Your Own

We have finished preparing the 2025 stewardship packets. They were handed out to those in attendance aJthe Ge

ne, jus
ayerful
ts by th
on De

If you have any questions re: your stewardship commitment, please feel free to ask anyone on the Stewardship Con

our spi



Planning Committee

Cleo Bennette, Emily Dermatas, Roza Harris, Cristina Lekas, Kathye Patras & CheryllStefa

The Planning Committee is currently preparing for the installation in January 2025. The first part f Proj

Agape Phase IV: Iconography!

In the Holy Altar, the paneling was removed, and the wall is being repaired for the installation Janua
The Holy Altar and West Wall (adjacent to the Narthex) will be installed during this time. Remembe
parishioners have been asked to recommend names of Family/Friends to be notified about the Icg

y 202!
I that
nogray

project. Please send in names! This is an important part of our Iconography Fundraising Campaign. Neé

may be submitted online or on forms available in the Narthex.

Letters and brochures will be mailed out to Family/Friends the first of the year, and brochures are
available in our Holy Cross Bookstore. There is a QR code on the back of the brochure that accesse
Holy Cross website/lconography that explains the project, each icon and further details on how to dor

curren
5 one |
ate.

Building Committee
Jim Lekas, Alex Saratsiotis & David Zoumberis

We hope everyone has recovered from the Greek Festival! The building committee has recovered ar
ing hard to continually keep our beautiful Church intact and functional. The grassy area is complete
drainage is concerned. We are currently trying to decide whether we should partially or completely
the area and use the back of it for a childr

space under the church was cleaned of debris (one whole dumpster full) and the dirt was leveled artj a va|

barrier was layed down to decrease moisture levels. The last moisture levels taken showed virtual
ture under the church. Praise God!

dis w
as far
concre
e n o

no mr

The boiler room, which is directly under the back door to the church was also cleaned out of debris

cludir

large coal burning iron furnace, a two feet deep area of coal, bricks and old pipes. The dirt floor wasjelevat

ed to level out the floor and alleviate the drop off when entering the space. A vapor barrier was put i
to decrease moisture. The corner support wall was strengthened and coated for moisture control.
was put in at the base of the stairwell to drain any water coming down the stairs during a heavy d
AmTeCh ROOfIng Company WaS ContaCted to glve US an eStImat With gratitude to our Building Commiittee for fixing the drainage/mud issue
back building for a leaky roof. As you can see, a lot has been B e L

There are light orange spray-painted lines showing

to the church recently but unfortunately a lot of it is unseen ye R LR e o s

Please be careful pulling into and out of the back alley!

for the integrity of our beautiful edifice. e

We have so much to be thankful for; we have truly been bless
Thanksgiving. When you are thanking God for all of your ble
please pray for our Church and our amazing Priest and all o
church family. God bless you all!

place
new d
wnpoL




Erick and Cheryl Schwartzkopf
Youth Ministry Directors
schwartzecn@ahoo. com
D and Fell ow PariPE-I-
0] the Yout h, t hank erous col
f sSUmme rSaCanmp .St We h BI'ESSIN E
g abuéentbushes ki desd z,z 0 -
t Thank you, Paris;rmzp ; 2 ¢ suppor
a investment in '[hislf/%aésfos of Gree
b re |l ooking forw g the Na
L ng year

SATURDAY

DEC. 14TH, @ 4PM
to reach out t o |ucourmarn

future

(Keep dogs
on leashes

in
carriers please!)

Upcoming Dates to Note:

Dec. 8: St. Nicholas Day in Sunday School —

Dec. 14: Pet blessing in the Courtyardbring SUNDAY

your creatures! FEB. 2, 2025:
Dec. 19: Annual Christmas Caroling along

with the Choir w
Dec. 22: Nativity Pageant after Divine Liturgy @ &@
Dec. 2730: Winter Youth Rally in Atlanta |©@@6@
Feb. 2: Godparent Sunday Q
Jan/Feb??: Parish Level St. John Chrysostom

Oratorical Festival Date TBD
Feb. 23: St. Photini Handmaidens/Altar
Servers Activity
Mar. 3: Clean Monday/Great Lent Begins




“Happy ‘19th’ Birthday, Fr. Theodore!”

Aleca Hortman presented Fr. Theodore with a beautiful new icon of L,

The GreatJoyd U3z Uoa U 7 ulmam}aefbmugbt bark from Kt Y.

Greece as an offering to our Church in memory of her late son Ron- &
nie Hortman and the late Dr. George Chrysochoou.

Fr. Theodore represented Holy Cross at the public gatherings Assembly of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops which was held in Atlanta this year. Fr. Theodore
is pictured here with His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America along

with Presvytera Stacey, Joachim, Basil, Nicholas and Peyton.

Father Theodore recognized the Chanters and Choir Members
on Church Musician Sunday and gave thanks to God for their
commitment to the beautiful and vital ministry they participate
in. If you are interested in joining our choir please contact
Emily Dermatas or Theodore Drakopdulos

Our Veterans were honored for their service.
May our good and loving God bless and protect all
those who serve and who have served our

3rd Annual Pa@rthodox Cross Dive United States of America!

Welcome
and
God Bless
Ul
Cross Divers!




FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES @ HOLY GRODS

INTERESTED IN ORGANIZING AN QUTING,
CONTAGT PEYTON WARD (20°S/30°Sy OR BETH ZOUMBERIS (40°S/50°5)

Our Young Adult Minis-
try gathered at Fall
Line for a great even-
ing together after Ves-
pers. We had Uno,
Taboo, and Scrabble
happening simultane-
ously and witnessed an
incredible painted sun-
set sky!

Some of our Young Adults (& Joachim and
Basil for a short time) enjoyed supporting Gray
and cheering on his Mt. De Sales Cavaliers under
the early autumn Friday night lights!

~2024 Archangel Michael Award Recipients~

Cleo Bennette & Sarah Drakopoulos
Fr. Theodore, Sarah, Cleo and Joanna Patronis attended the banquet at the
Annunciation Cathedral held on November 9th, 2024. May God continue to bless
the works of their hands and the prayers of their hearts as they serve Christ and His
Holy Orthodox Church!

Pictures from our Annual gxativity Fast
Thanksgiving Potluck (Nov. 10)

American Red Cross

BLOOD DRIVE
JANUARY 22ND

Give Blood * Give Life

ScAN THE QR CoDE E
TO SCHEDULE YOUR h Py
APPOINTMENT TODAY!
PLEASE CONSIDER
SIGNING UP AND
DONATING BLOOD!



