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ñBe anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiv-
ing, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ.ò ï Philip-
pians 4:6-7 
 
My brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
As we enter the final month of the year, December, we come to the close of 2024.  The 
concept of ñcoming to an end of thingsò has been very near to my heart in these last 
weeks.  As you most likely know by this point, our Bishop and Spiritual Father,       
Metropolitan Alexios, has submitted his request for retirement to the Ecumenical          
Patriarch in Constantinople as of November 8.  Because of this, we will in the next 
months have a new Metropolitan leading our Holy Metropolis of Atlanta,                
God-willing.  It may be someone who we are familiar with, or it may not.  Regardless 
of who is selected for the position by the Patriarchal Synod, these next months will be 
a time of closure, new beginning, and change.  
 
For me personally, I have known no other bishop than Metropolitan Alexios.  He was our bishop as I became an          
Orthodox Christian nearly two decades ago.  He was the bishop who I visited and shared my prayers and desires to     
attend the seminary, and he gave me his blessing.  He was the bishop who visited us repeatedly as a caring father while 
we were away from home in Boston.  He was the bishop who laid his right hand upon my head to ordain me to the Holy          
Diaconate and the Holy Priesthood and who in his discernment, assigned me to our beautiful Holy Cross parish.  He was 
the bishop who has supported all of us through his love, his prayers, and rightly teaching the word of truth for 28 years to 
our Holy Metropolis of Atlanta.  I am heartbroken at the thought of this deeply spiritual and pastoral man no longer    
being our Spiritual Father.  But at the same time, I am called to give thanksgiving to God for his ministry and to pray for 
Metropolitan Alexiosôs rest after so many decades of ministry as a deacon, priest, and bishop.  I also know that our God 
who never leaves us orphaned in the Church will give us a faithful bishop to guide us in traversing the Way of Christ. 
 
While the news of His Eminenceôs retirement may be more impactful to some and less to others, there is something  
common to every one of us in this situation.  We all have these things in our lives that are so deeply rooted within us: 
family, jobs, the Church, relationships, etc. And in these things, sometimes they come to a close.  A loved one falls 
asleep in the Lord, a job comes to an end, we need to move and leave our Church ï we sometimes have these great     
transitionary periods that we need to navigate in life.  Thatôs where the words of St. Paul in his Letter to the Philippians 
that I quoted at the top of the page is so important.  St. Paul tells us to not be anxious in the midst of these things, but yet, 
he does not tell us it is simply a matter of will power or simply deciding not to be anxious.  It begins and ends with    
prayer, with supplication in thanksgiving (i.e. the Divine Liturgy), inviting the peace of God into our lives by actively 
participating therein.  It is important to look at what St. Paul writes in verse 5, just before ñbe anxious for nothingéò: Ƀ 
Ⱦɨɟɘɞɠ Ůɔɔɨɠ, the Lord is nearby, He is at hand.  
 
We are never alone amidst closure, new beginnings, and change.  The Lord is nearby, He is in our midst, and we also 
need to live in the midst of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  It is so vitally important that we dwell deeply rooted in the 
ecclesial community to give us the stable rudder to proceed through the transitionary times in our lives.  The Church is 
that place where we are given great hope and assurance that He ï the Pantocrator ï has all things in His embrace.  As we 
enter this season where we celebrate our Lordôs Nativity, His coming to the world for us and for our salvation, let us    
respond with our supplication in thanksgiving so that we too may be guarded and find peace in our hearts and minds by 
our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him belongs all the glory, along with His Father and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
In Christôs Service, 

 
Fr. Theodore 
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"«sik pª~{ {· ªkz^®s~|«rs§ µs®r 5~iÏ {· p^{sz· s« ®rk {~«® s{§~ª®^|® ®rs|q ®~ {kÎ  Pr~«k ®r^® y|~µ {k y|~µ 
®r^® 7 «§k|i k´kª· ^´^sz^fzk {~{k|® µs®r {· p^{sz·Î  7 ^z«~ g~|«sikª 6~z· +ª~«« {· p^{sz·Ï ^|i s®í« s{§~ª®^|® ®~ 
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{^· r^´k qs´k| Ý{· «s«®kª ~p®k| ªk{s|i« {k {· p^gk «r~µ« k¶^g®z· µr^® 7í{ ®rs|ys|qÞÎ  "zz ®r^® «^siÏ 7 ®ª¯z· z~´k 
{· s{{kis^®k ^|i 6~z· +ª~«« p^{szsk«Î   
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pk«®s´^zÓÞÎ Prk· ^z«~ z~´k ®rk gr¯ªgr ®~¯ª« ^|i ^ªk p^«gs|^®ki f· ®rk rs«®~ª· ~p ~¯ª p^s®rÎ 7 ^{ ®ª¯z· qª^®kp¯z ®r^® 
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s{§ª~´kiÎ 7p ·~¯ r^´k ^|· g~|«®ª¯g®s´k pkkif^gyÏ §zk^«k pkkz pªkk ®~ ªk^gr ~¯® ®~ {k ~ª ^|· ~p ®rk pk«®s´^z    
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Our Mission:  

To promote charitable, benevolent and philanthropic outreach;  

to preserve the sanctity of life and family;  

and to perpetuate and promote our Orthodox faith and traditions.  
 

 

 

 

2024 -2025 Philoptochos Board  

 

President:  Cleo Bennette  

1st VP:  Helen Vardy  

2nd VP:  Emily Dermatas  

Treasurer:  Maria Bronisevsky  

Rec. Secretary:  Beth Zoumberis  

Corr. Secretary: Rodica Cazacu  

Member at Large:  Denna Bradford  

Dear Fr. Theodore and Fellow Parishioners, 
 
As the year comes to a close, I can't help but reflect on the many ways we as a Community have been 
blessed, and I'm humbled by the different ways that you all love God by serving your Church. I'm proud of 
our Holy Cross Philoptochos for the indispensable ways we're part of that work, and I'm grateful to be part 
of a Church community that gives us opportunities to make a meaningful impact on society 
through faith, charity, and community service, which are cornerstones of Philoptochos. 
 
I thank you so much for supporting our Holiday Pastry Tray Fundraiser, and thank Maria McCluskey for 
chairing it this year!  It's this and other fundraisers that allow us the funds to support beautiful ministries 
throughout the Archdiocese, within our Atlanta Metropolis, in our local Central Georgia area, and within 
our own Holy Cross Church. Recently, our Philoptochos sponsored the   Thanksgiving meals for two fami-
lies, and we're sponsoring a family in need for their entire "Christmas", including food, household items, 
clothes, and toys.  We will also be assisting with the "backpack buddies" ministry at Union Elementary, 
which starts up again in January. 
 
Ladies, I personally invite you to our Christmas social gathering at my home after church on Sunday De-
cember 15th, we'll enjoy desserts, coffee, and have a wonderful time together. Please bring a dessert to 
share and one (or more!) of the following items: baby shampoo, diaper rash cream, sleepers, bibs, or 
hats.  Our collection of those items will be delivered to the Kolbe Center (our local crisis pregnancy support 
center) as another almsgiving opportunity.  
 
Some other upcoming things to keep in mind - Fr. Theodore will bless the Vasilopites on Sunday, January 
5th in celebration of St. Basil and the beginning of the new year. Please bring a Vasilopita if you can! Sun-
day, February 9th is "Go Red Sunday" for women's heart health. 
 
If you have ideas for fundraisers, ideas for social outings, know of specific opportunities to help those in 
need or ways to serve, please let me know.  Philoptochos needs you!  If you have not already joined, I invite 
you to join us.  Praying you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
Your sister in Christ,  
Cleo 



 
 
 
 

Financial Report 
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Stewardship Committee  
3RD Quarter (Ending JUNE 30TH) 

Tassie Cantrell, Spyros Dermatas, Charles Glotzbach & Beth Zoumberis 
 

A stewardship meeting was held on November 6th, where Fr. Theodore gave his blessing to begin the Campaign for 
2025.  The Archdiocesan theme for this coming year is òYour Own from Your Ownó.  You may recognize this as it is found 
in every Divine Liturgy as Fr. Theodore prepares the Eucharist.  How fitting.  This is a sweet reminder that every good 
and perfect gift is from God.  All we have is His gift.  Yet, he gives us the free will to use our gifts as we see fit.  This is a 
key reason why Stewardship is part of our spiritual journey.  God challenges us to give of our first fruits willingly and 
joyfully and to the best of our ability.  He (and the Church) lovingly accept whatever we decide to provide and use it to 
further the work and missions of Holy Cross.  Fr. Theodore provides spiritual guidance and nourishment to all of us; he 
visits the sick and those in need; he provides and celebrates the beautiful services and sacraments of the church.  The life 
of Holy Cross is in many ways, dependent on how we, as Orthodox Christians prioritize and support the church in our 
spiritual walk, through our stewardship.  
 
We have finished preparing the 2025 stewardship packets. They were handed out to those in attendance at the Gen-
eral Assembly meeting on November 17th. The rest were mailed.  If you did not receive one or need another one, just let 
us know.   We also have commitment trifolds near the candle station in the Narthex.  Please thoughtfully and prayerfully 
fill out your stewardship commitment for 2025.  We are asking for everyone to return their stewardship packets by the 
beginning of December as Fr. Theodore will be doing the traditional blessing of the stewardship commitments on Decem-
ber 8th, the feast day of Saint Nicholas! 
 
If you have any questions re: your stewardship commitment, please feel free to ask anyone on the Stewardship Commit-
tee or talk with Fr. Theodore. Stewardship is a fundamental part of putting your Faith into Action and part of your spir-
itual journey. God Bless You! 



 

Planning Committee 
Cleo Bennette, Emily Dermatas,  Roza Harris, Cristina Lekas, Kathye Patras & Cheryl Stefanis 

 
 

The Planning Committee is currently preparing for the installation in January 2025. The first part of Project 
Agape Phase IV:  Iconography!   
 
In the Holy Altar, the paneling was removed, and the wall is being repaired for the installation January 2025. 
The Holy Altar and West Wall (adjacent to the Narthex) will be installed during this time.  Remember that all 
parishioners have been asked to recommend names of Family/Friends to be notified about the Iconography 
project. Please send in names!  This is an important part of our Iconography Fundraising Campaign. Names 
may be submitted online or on forms available in the Narthex.  
 
Letters and brochures will be mailed out to Family/Friends the first of the year, and brochures are currently 
available in our Holy Cross Bookstore. There is a QR code on the back of the brochure that accesses one to the 
Holy Cross website/Iconography that explains the project, each icon and further details on how to donate. 
 

 

Building Committee 
Jim Lekas, Alex Saratsiotis & David Zoumberis 

 
We hope everyone has recovered from the Greek Festival! The building committee has recovered and is work-
ing hard to continually keep our beautiful Church intact and functional. The grassy area is complete as far as 
drainage is concerned.  We are currently trying to decide whether we should partially or completely concrete 
the area and use the back of it for a childrenõs play area!  More details to come at a later date!  The crawl 
space under the church was cleaned of debris (one whole dumpster full) and the dirt was leveled and a vapor 
barrier was layed down to decrease moisture levels.  The last moisture levels taken showed virtually no mois-

ture under the church. Praise God!  

The boiler room, which is directly under the back door to the church was also cleaned out of debris including a 
large coal burning iron furnace, a two feet deep area of coal, bricks and old pipes.  The dirt floor was elevat-
ed to level out the floor and alleviate the drop off when entering the space.  A vapor barrier was put in place 
to decrease moisture.  The corner support wall was strengthened and coated for moisture control.  A new drain 
was put in at the base of the stairwell to drain any water coming down the stairs during a heavy downpour.  
AmTech Roofing company was contacted to give us an estimate on the 
back building for a leaky roof.  As you can see,  a lot has been done 
to the church recently but unfortunately a lot of it is unseen yet vital 

for the integrity of our beautiful edifice.  

We have so much to be thankful for; we have truly been blessed this 
Thanksgiving. When you are thanking God for all of your blessings 
please pray for our Church and our amazing Priest and all of our 

church family.  God bless you all!   



Erick and Cheryl Schwartzkopf 
Youth Ministry Directors 
schwartzecn@yahoo.com 

Upcoming Dates to Note: 
 
Dec. 8:   St. Nicholas Day in Sunday School 
Dec. 14:   Pet blessing in the Courtyard - bring 
  your creatures! 
Dec. 19:  Annual Christmas Caroling along     
  with the Choir 
Dec. 22:  Nativity Pageant after Divine Liturgy 
Dec. 27-30:  Winter Youth Rally in Atlanta 
Feb. 2:   Godparent Sunday 
Jan/Feb??:  Parish Level St. John Chrysostom 
  Oratorical Festival Date TBD 
Feb. 23:  St. Photini Handmaidens/Altar  
  Servers Activity 
Mar. 3:   Clean Monday/Great Lent Begins 

Dear Fr. Theodore and Fellow Parishioners, 
 
On the behalf of the Youth, thank you for the generous contributions to 
fund scholarships for Saint Stephenôs Summer Camp. We would like to 
give a big shout out to the kidsô great enthusiasm and hard work at Sep-
temberôs Car Wash.  Thank you, Parishioners, for your support! We 
appreciate your investment in the next generation of Greek Orthodox 
believers.   We are looking forward to celebrating the Nativity of our 
Lord and the coming year. 
 
Please feel free to reach out to us with ideas for future activities! 
 



Father Theodore recognized the Chanters and Choir Members 
on Church Musician Sunday and gave thanks to God for their 
commitment to the beautiful and vital ministry they participate 

in.  If you are interested in joining our choir please contact 

Emily Dermatas or Theodore Drakopoulos! 

Our Veterans were honored for their service. 
May our good and loving God bless and protect all 

those who serve and who have served our  
United States of America!  

 
Aleca Hortman presented Fr. Theodore with a beautiful new icon of 
The Great Joy (ɄŬɜŬɔɑŬ ɀŮɔŬɚɧɢŬɟɖ) that she brought back from 
Greece as an offering to our Church in memory of her late son Ron-

nie Hortman and the late Dr. George Chrysochoou.  

Fr. Theodore represented Holy Cross at the public gatherings Assembly of 
Canonical Orthodox Bishops which was held in Atlanta this year.  Fr. Theodore 
is pictured  here with His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America along 

with Presvytera Stacey, Joachim, Basil, Nicholas and Peyton.  

3rd Annual Pan-Orthodox Cross Dive 



 

 

( ) ( )

Some of our Young Adults (& Joachim and 
Basil for a short time) enjoyed supporting Gray 

and cheering on his Mt. De Sales Cavaliers under 
the early autumn Friday night lights!  

 

Our NSYAM (Not-So-Young Adult Ministry) en-
joyed fellowship and a great meal at Yollah. 

Our Young Adult Minis-
try gathered at Fall 

Line for a great even-
ing together after Ves-

pers. We had Uno, 
Taboo, and Scrabble 
happening simultane-

ously and witnessed an 
incredible painted sun-

set sky!  

~2024 Archangel Michael Award Recipients~  
Cleo Bennette & Sarah Drakopoulos  

Fr. Theodore, Sarah, Cleo and Joanna Patronis attended the banquet at the       
Annunciation Cathedral held on November 9th, 2024. May God continue to bless 
the works of their hands and the prayers of their hearts as they serve Christ and His 
Holy Orthodox Church! 

Pictures from our Annual pre-Nativity Fast 

Thanksgiving Potluck (Nov. 10)  


