Upcoming Schedule
Today, March 3 9:15am  Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Sunday School for the Youth following Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
12:45pm Adult Greek School/Youth and Young Adult Dance Practice

Saturday, March 9 8:30am Divine Liturgy and Memorial Service for the 15t Saturday of the Souls
11:00am Greek Spring Fling (until 7:00pm)

Sunday, March 10 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on Judgement Sunday (Meatfare/Anoxkpew)
Sunday School for the Youth following Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after Liturgy
12:30pm General Assembly in the Parish House
12:30pm Handmaidens Meeting in the Church

Wednesday, March 13 5:45pm  Vespers
6:30pm  Adult Study Class: Orthodoxy 101 in the Library
7:30pm  Choir Practice in the Church

Friday, March 15 5:00pm Holy Baptism of James Scarborough
6:30pm Fellowship: Movie and Pizza Night in the Parish House

Saturday, March 16 9:30am Divine Liturgy and Memorial Service on the 2nd Saturday of the Souls
11:30am Youth Gathering: Activity TBA

Sunday, March 17 9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on Forgiveness Sunday (Cheesefare)
Sunday School for the Youth following Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after Liturgy
1:00pm Forgiveness Vespers for the beginning of Great Lent

Monday, March 18 6:00pm Great Compline (Clean Monday/Beginning of Great and Holy Lent)
Tuesday, March 19 6:30pm Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, March 20 5:45pm  9th Hour and Pre-Sanctified Liturgy

7:00pm Light Lenten Meal and Spiritual Book Discussion in the Parish House

Friday, March 22 6:00pm Small Compline and the 15t Salutations to the Theotokos

Saturday, March 23 9:30am Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy and Memorial Service on the 3rd Saturday of the Souls
Sunday, March 24 9:15am  Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of Orthodoxy
GREEK ORTHOD OX CHURCH Procession of Holy Icons, Greek School Presentation, Fellowship
Upcoming Epistle Readers: (3/10) Aleca Hortman, Beth Zoumberis; (3/17) George Saratsiotis, Isabelle Saratsiotis

Upcoming PC Member On-Duty: (3/10) Maria Spicer; (3/17) Sarah Drakopoulos; (3/24) Melanie M.; (3/31) Gray Y.

859 First Street | Macon, Georgia 31201 | 478.621.0744 (office) Upcoming Ushers: (3/9) Cristina L.; (3/10) Cleo B., Charles G.; (3/13) David Z.; (3/16) Cheryl S., Erick S.
. Upcoming Video Operators: (3/9) David N; (3/10+3/16) Natalia S.; (3/17) Cristina L.; (3/18) David N.
www.holycrossga.org | Facebook: HolyCrossMaconGA Fellowship Hosts: (3/10) Helen Vardy; (3/17) Tassie Cantrell; (3/24) Maria Mahoney; (3/31) Presvytera Stacey

Sunday, March 3, 2024 Our Parish Hymn of the Holy Cross of Christ:

. SaVQ; 0] Lord,‘save. your people and bless YOllI‘. Z®oov Kupie Tov Aadv gou Kkai eUAGynoov v KAnpovopiov
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil | cou, vikag Toig BaciAeGoi katd BapBapwy SwpoUPeVos Kai
and protect us all by Your Holy Cross. 70 00V QUAATTWY S1& ToT XTaupold oou TToAITEUNA.

Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Divine Liturgy

Sts. Eftropios, Kleonikos, and Vasiliskos
Eothinon/Orthros Gospel: Sixth (Luke 24:36-53)

e g-j‘ % Mode of the Week: Plagal of the Second/II\. Tov Aevtépov e
- QR Codes (scan with smart phone for service texts)

To our Visitors and Guests: We extend a warm welcome to all worshiping with us today!
While Holy Communion, following ancient practice, is reserved for Orthodox Christians, non-
Orthodox may receive the blessed bread (antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service.

Please join us in the Parish House after the Divine Liturgy for Coffee Fellowship!




Epistle Reading

2aoov, Kopie, tov Aaov oov kol
EVAOYNGOV TV KApPOVOULOY GOV.
21iy. Ilpog o€, Kvpie, kekpalouat, o
Ocog pov.
+++
Ilpog KopivBiovg A’ Emiorolijs
Ilaviov 10 avayvaoua.
+++

Aderpoi, mavto pot &Eeotv, GAA’ oV
TOVTO. GUUPEPEL TAVTO Ol EEECTLY,
GAL’ 0Ok €y &ZovolucOnoopon VO
tvoc. Ta PBpopato T kotdg Koi 1
Koo 10ig Bpopacty: 0 0& Oedg kol
TtV Kol tadto katapynost. To o€
o®dpo ov Tf| mopveig, aArLd @ Kvupio,
kai 0 Kvplog 1@ copatt 6 6& Oedg kol
tov Koplov fjyelpe kol uoc £€eyepel
o th¢ dvvhuewg avtod. Ovk oldate
0Tl 10 copota VAV pEAN Xprotod
dotv; Apa ovv Td néAN Tod Xprotod
momo® TOPVNG WEAN; M yévorto. "H
oVK 0idate 0Tl O KOAADUEVOC TH TOPVT
&v odud éotv; "Ecovtan yap, enoiv, ol
dvo &ig ohpro piov: 6 08 KOADOUEVOG
1@ Kvpiep &v mvedud €ott. pevyete TV
mopveiav. Tlav audptnua 6 £0v Tomon
dvOpmTOg EKTOG TOD CAOUATOC EGTIV" O
0¢ mopvevwv €lg TO 1dov oy
apaptavel. "H ovk oidate 611 T0 odua
Vu®dV  vaog tod  év vuiv  Ayiov
[Tvedpotdg doty, ob Eyete dmd Ogod,
Kol OUK €0TE £0VTOV; yopacOnte yap
Tipfg do&doote On TOV Ogdv &v Td
ocopatt VUV kol &v T® TveduaTl
VUGV, dtivé ot ToD OcoD.

O Lord, save Your people, and bless
Your inheritance.
Verse: To You, O Lord, I cry; O my
God. (Psalm 27)
+++
The reading is from Paul’s First Letter
to the Corinthians. (6:12-20)
o+

Brethren, “all things are lawful for
me,” but not all things are helpful. “All
things are lawful for me,” but I will not
be enslaved by anything. “Food is
meant for the stomach and the
stomach for food” — and God will
destroy both one and the other. The
body is not meant for immorality, but
for the Lord, and the Lord for the
body. And God raised the Lord and
will also raise us up by his power. Do
you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall I therefore
take the members of Christ and make
them members of a prostitute? Never!
Do you not know that he who joins
himself to a prostitute becomes one
body with her? For, as it is written,
“The two shall become one flesh.” But
he who is united to the Lord becomes
one spirit with him. Shun immorality.
Every other sin which a man commits
is outside the body; but the immoral
man sins against his own body. Do you
not know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit within you, which you
have from God? You are not your own;
you were bought with a price. So
glorify God in your body and in your
spirit which belong to God.

The Holy Gospel Reading according to St. Luke (15:11-32)
Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Einev 6 Kbdptog mv mapaporiv tadtnyv: AvOpmmdg Tig
elye 500 viovg. Kol lmev 6 vedTEPOG OTMY TG TOTPL®
matep, 806G pot 10 EmPdriov pépog tig ovoing. Kol
deTev avtoig Tov Pilov. kol pet’ ov moAlAG MUEPOS
cuvayoy®v Gmavto O vedTEPOG LIOG ATEINUNGCEV €ig
YOpav pokphv, kol kel JlecKOPMIcEV TNV 0VGIOV
avtod (BV AoOT®G. damaviioovtog d€ avtod mhvta
€YEVETO AMUOG ioyVLpO KOTO TNV YOpov Ekeivny, kol
avtog ip&ato Hotepeichar. kai mopevbeig EkoAAON Evi
TOV TOMT®V TG YDPOg EKEIvNG, Kol ETEnyev adTOV €ig
ToUg Gypovg avtod Pookew yoipovg kol EmeBOpet
yepicor TV koMav ovtod Gmd TV kepotiov GOV
fioBtov ol yoipot, kai ovdeic £5id0V aVT®. €ig EXVTOV O
Eav elner mwocor  picbot  tod  maTpdg  pov
TEPIGGEVOVGY GpTav, &Yd 88 Au@ ®de amdAivpon!
GVOGTOG TOPEVGOUAL TTPOC TOV TATEPA OV Kol E£pD
avT®" matep, HUOPTOV €ig TOV 0VPOVOV KOl EVOTLOV
cov’ oVkETL gipl d&log KAndijvar vidg Gov: ToiNGoV pe
oO¢ &vo TV pediov cov. kai dvaotag NA0e Tpog TOV
matépa £ontod. £t 8¢ adTod pokpdy Améyoviog el0ev
avTOV O maTnp avTod Kol éomAayyvicOn, Kol opaumv
Emémecey €Ml TOV TPOUYNAOV 00TOD Kol KOTEPIANGEV
adTdy. gime 88 avtd O vVidg mhtep, fpopTov i TOV
ovpovOV Kol EvOmOV cov, kol ovkétt gipl G&log
KAnOfjvar vidg cov. eine 8¢ 6 moTHP TPOC TOVG SoVAOVE
avtod  Efevéykate TNV OTOAMV TV TPOTV Kol
gvdloate avTOV, Kol 00TE SOKTUAIOV €ig TNV Yelpa
adTod Kol VTOONUOTO €I TOVG TOOAG, KOl EVEYKAVTES
TOV pooyov TOV outeutov  Bdoate, kol Qoyovieg
gvppaviduey, dTL 0DTOC 6 VIOC HOL VEKPOC MV Koi
avélnoev, kai damolmhdg MV Kol e0péon. Kol fpéavto
gvppaivesOor. "Hy 8& 6 vidg avtod 6 mpeoPorepog &v
ayp®d: kol og Epxopevog fyyioe Ti oikig, tjKovce
CLUHE®VING Kol XYopdV, Kol TPOCKAAEGAUEVOS EVa TOV
Taidmv Emuviaveto Ti £in Tadto. O 88 £lnev ovTd OTL O
a0eAPOC cov Tikel, Kol £0vceey O TATHP GOV TOV HOGKOV
TOV ortevtdv, 611 Dylaivovta adTov amélafev. wpyichn
8¢ ol odk f0ehev &iceldeiv. 6 obv mathp avTOd
8EeMOOV Tapekdiel avtov. O 8¢ dmoxpideic eine T®
atpl” 100V TocavTo €11 SOVAEV® GOl Kol OVOEMOTE
€vtoAv cov mopiikbov, kol €pol ovdémote EdmKag
Eprpov tva petd TV ilov pov goepavld- Ote ¢ O
vidg cov obtog, O KataEaydv cov TOV Plov petd
mopvév, NAOev, Educag adTd TOV HOGKOV TOV GLTEVTOV.
0 8¢ elnev adT®" TEKVOV, GV MAVTOTE PET’ &uod &l, kol
TavTo Ta U 64 E0TV' guPpavifjvar 08 Kol yapival
£de1, 611 O AdehdC Gov 0DTOg VEKpOG MV Kai dvélnce,
Kai AmolmAdg TV Kad evpéon.

The Lord said this parable: “There was a man who
had two sons; and the younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property
that falls to me.” And he divided his living between
them. Not many days later, the younger son
gathered all he had and took his journey into a far
country, and there he squandered his property in
loose living. And when he had spent everything, a
great famine arose in that country, and he began to
be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of
the citizens of that country, who sent him into his
fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed
on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave
him anything. But when he came to himself he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired servants have
bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with
hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will
say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.’
And he arose and came to his father. But while he
was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to
his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on
his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let
us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead,
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And
they began to make merry. Now his elder son was
in the field; and as he came and drew near to the
house, he heard music and dancing. And he called
one of the servants and asked what this meant. And
he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has
received him safe and sound.’ But he was angry and
refused to go in. His father came out and entreated
him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many
years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your
command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I
might make merry with my friends. But when this
son of yours came, who has devoured your living
with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!” And
he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and
all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make
merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead,
and is alive; he was lost, and is found.””



HOLY CROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer

IIpoiotauevog/Presiding Priest

Cell: 770.256.0290

Office Days: Tuesday through Friday: call or email Fr. for appointment
Holy Confession: call or email Fr. to schedule

E-mail: frtheodore@holycrossga.org

Bulletin for the week of March 3, 2024

Ushers on Duty: Sarah Drakopoulos, Jim Lekas

Altar Servers: All Adult/Youth Servers

Epistle Readers: Kostas Iakovidis (Greek); Rene Esquivel (English)
Fellowship Host (Thank You!): Rodica Cazacu

Video: David Z.

PC Member On-Duty: John Apostolou

Today our Holy Orthodox Church
commemorates:

+  Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Through the parable of today's Gospel, our Saviour has set
forth three things for us: the condition of the sinner, the rule of
repentance, and the greatness of God's compassion. The divine
Fathers have put this reading the week after the parable of the
Publican and Pharisee so that, seeing in the person of the
Prodigal Son our own wretched condition -- inasmuch as we
are sunken in sin, far from God and His Mysteries -- we might
at last come to our senses and make haste to return to Him by
repentance during these holy days of the Fast. Furthermore,
those who have wrought many great iniquities, and have
persisted in them for a long time, oftentimes fall into despair,
thinking that there can no longer be any forgiveness for them;
and so being without hope, they fall every day into the same
and even worse iniquities. Therefore, the divine Fathers, that
they might root out the passion of despair from the hearts of
such people, and rouse them to the deeds of virtue, have set the
present parable at the forecourts of the Fast, to show them the
surpassing goodness of God's compassion, and to teach them
that there is no sin -- no matter how great it may be -- that can
overcome at any time His love for man.

+ The Holy Martyrs Eftropios, Kleonikos, and
Vasiliskos (+305)

The Martyrs, who were from Amasia, were fellow soldiers and
kinsmen of Saint Theodore the Tyro (see Feb. 17). They were
betrayed to the Governor Asclepiodotus as Christians, during
the reign of Diocletian. After many torments, Eftropios and
Kleonikos were crucified; Vasiliskos was not slain together
with them, but was shut up in prison, in the hope that with time
he might change his mind and sacrifice to the idols. He was
beheaded on May 22.

+ The Holy Hieromartyr Theodoritos, Presbyter of
Antioch (+363)

+  The Devout Zeno and Zoilos

+  The Devout Piamon the Virgin (+337)

Through the intercessions of Your Saints, O God, have mercy
on us and save us. Amen.

Variable Hymns of the Day in the Divine
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom .8in
the Small Book/pg. 27 in the Hymnal):

e Weekly Resurrectional Hymn (Ayyeikai
Sdvvauerg, Plagal of the Second Mode):

When the angelic powers appeared at Your
tomb, the soldiers guarding it feared and
became as dead. And standing by the
sepulcher was Mary, who was seeking Your
immaculate body. Unassailed by Hades, You
divested it of spoils. Then You met the Virgin.
You granted life. O Lord, risen from the dead,
glory to You! (Sung before and after the Small
Entrance. Greek text found in large hymnal
on pg. 118)

e Hymn of the Holy Cross (Zwoov Kupte,
First Mode):

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle
evil and protect us all by Your Holy Cross.

e The Kontakion of the Prodigal Son (Tng
matpwag, Third Mode):

Irevolted senselessly * out of Your fatherly
glory; * I have squandered sinfully * all of the
riches You gave me.* Hence to You, using the
Prodigal’s words, I cry out,* I have sinned
before You, merciful loving Father.* O receive
me in repentance, * I pray, and treat me * as
one of Your hired hands. (Greek text found in
large hymnal on pg. 256)

Guidance, Prayer Requests, and Announcements

This Week’s Daily
Scripture Readings and Fasting Guidance:
Sunday (3/3—No Fasting): Luke 24:36-53;
I Corinthians 6:12-20; Luke 15:11-32
Monday (3/4—No Fasting): I John 2:18-29, 3:1-8;

Mark 11:1-11

Tuesday (3/5—No Fasting): I John 3:9-22; Mark
14:10-42

Wednesday (3/6—Strict Fast): I John 3:21-24;
4:1-11

Thursday (3/7—No Fasting): I John 4:20-21, 5:1-21;
Mark 15:1-15

Friday (3/8—Wine+Oil): Hebrews 12:1-10; Matthew
20:1-16

Saturday (3/9—Saturday of the Souls—No
Fasting): I Thessalonians 4:13-17; Luke 21:8-9,
25-27, 33-36

Prayer Requests:

Fr. Symeon (mission priest supported by our parish),
Panteleimon, Michael, Kassiani, Michael, Dimitrios,
Georgia, Pavlos, Maria, Betty, Irene, Valerie, Dianna,
Keith, Jeannie, Dawn, Kenneth, Hermione, Mary, Kay,
Helen, Nikki, Mena, Austin, Kiley, Garrett, Carolina,
Maria, Laurie, Lindsey, Randy, Marina, Effie, Christina,
Ashley, Foster, Peggy, Lynn, Dimitri, Stelianos, Brian,
Vassilios, Bessie, Katerina, Link, Bill, Virginia, Karl,
Colin, Mitch, Rinne, Michael

Prayers for those recently reposed:

Kathy (+February 6), John (+February 14), Eleni
(+February 24)

Prayers for expecting mothers:

Julie G., Julieta L., Muryah S.

Prayers for Military Personnel and Their
Families:
Aubriana Butchko, Kyle Glotzbach, Robert Ice,
Aaron Vrahiotes, Aleksander Zajac

Prayers for our Catechumens and

Inquirers into the Orthodox Church:

Bobbie, CJ, Ethan, Jace, James, Jessica, Malachi, Nate,
Schyler and pray for those who are seeking Christ and
His Church!

Weekly Wisdom of the Fathers:

St. Gregory the Theologian on the mystery of death
and relevant to the theme of the Saturday of the Souls
this coming week: “We needed an Incarnate God, a God
put to death, that we might live. We were put to death
together with Him, that we might be cleansed; we rose
again with Him because we were put to death with Him;
we were glorified with Him, because we rose again with
Him.”

Upcoming Celebrations This Week

Name Days—Chronia Polla, Many Years!
March 2: Chad Ridley

Birthdays—Happy Birthday!
None in the Records

Anniversaries—Congratulations!
None in the Records

(If you have a celebration that did not make it into the
bulletin, please e-mail Fr. Theodore!)

Announcements:

* Fr. Theodore will be out of town through Thursday, March 7.
We thank Fr. Ken Anthony from Annunciation Cathedral in
Atlanta for leading the Divine Services today!

* The Introduction to the Orthodox Church class will not
be taking place this week but will resume next Wednesday,
March 13 with the conclusionary session.

*The Bookstore will not be open this coming Wednesday,
March 6.

*GREEK SPRING FLING will be this coming Saturday,
March gth. We are asking all GOYANS, YA & NSYA to help set
-up this Friday, March 8th @ 6pm and all day Saturday, March
oth. We will set-up on Saturday at 7am - 8:30, pause set-up
for church services and then continue after Liturgy. Hours for
the Spring Fling are 11am-7pm. For our Social 60+ Group, you
are more than welcome to come help or simply come and enjoy
the ambiance. For those that can help out, please go to the
link to sign up: volunteersignup.org/YTLFE. If you have any
questions, please contact one of the festival chairmen.

* Greek Dancing for the youth and young adults will today
after Sunday School and will take place twice a month! If you
did not have a chance to contribute towards the traditional
costumes over the last couple of Sundays, one can still
contribute online by the normal means (Venmo, PayPal, etc)
with the notation “Greek Dance.”

* FESTIVAL YARD SIGNS have been ordered. We were
able to order extra signs. These signs will be used each year
(the dates will be removable). If you did not order a sign but
would still like one, please contact Natalia Saratsiotis. The
cost for each sign is $17 (or you can round up to $20).

* Please see the link sent by email regarding Great Lent/
Holy Week/Pascha and ways that one can assist with the
many opportunities that the Church places before us during
this blessed season. This is a beautiful way to participate and
give back to our Holy Cross Church. Thank you in advance!

* Red Cross Blood Drive: Friday, March 29 from 3-7pm.
Sign up at: https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-
results?zipSponsor=HolyCrossGreekOrthodoxChurch

* Youth: Handmaidens meeting for the female youth of our
parish will take place during the General Assembly on Sunday,
March 10. Please be sure to save the date for the next youth
even which will be on Saturday, March 16 after the Divine
Liturgy for the Saturday of the Souls. The activity will be
announced soon!



