-

Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox Church

W I NTER 2 0 2 2 Q UARTERILY B ULLETIN




Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church

859 First Street
Macon, Georgia 31201

Telephone: 478.621.0744
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Facebook: HolyCrossMaconGA
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SUNDAY SERVICES
(For services during the week, please visit our webpage)

Orthros 9:15am
Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Coffee Fellowship 12:00pm/

following Liturgy

PARISH CLERGY
Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer
frtheodore@holycrossga.org

PARISH COUNCIL
David Zoumberis, President
Alex Saratsiotis, Vid&resident
Gray Yates, Secretary
Charles Glotzbach, Assistant Secretary
Maria McCluskey, Treasurer
Natalia Saratsiotis, Assistant Treasurer
Sarah Drakopoulos, Membet.arge
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Father Theodore® Message

My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

This Nativity night bestowed peace on the whole world;

So let no one threaten;

This is the night of the Most Gentle One Let no one be cruel;
This is the night of the Humble One’ Let no one be proud.

Now is the day of joy 1 Let us not revenge;

Now is the day of Good Will1 Let us not be mean.

In this Day of Peace Let us not be conquered by anger.

Today the Bountiful impoverished Himself for our sake;

So, rich one, invite the poor to your table.

Today we receive a Gift for which we did not ask;

So let us give alms to those who implore and beg us.

This present Day cast open the heavenly doors to our prayers;

Let us open our door to those who ask our forgiveness.

Today the DIVINE BEING took upon Himself the seal of our humanity,
In order for humanity to be decorated by the Seal of DIVINITY.
* from the Christmas sermon of St. Isaac the Syrian, 7" Century

As we enter the month of December, naturally, our thoughts turn towards Christmas, the Nativity of our Lord, God, and Savior
Jesus Christ. This is a time of great cheer, get togethers, and evenings by the fireplace. Additionally, it is often a time of stress, short
fuses, and scurrying from one place to another looking for Christmas gifts. These are all part of our human experience of
Christmastime. Yet, our life in Christ and in His Holy Church teaches us that our experience of Christmastime needs to go beyond
simply an emotional response to our Lord® birth. We are called as Christians, as Orthodox Christians, to experience this time of
year psychosomatically, in a manner which involves our entire being. [Side note: this word psychosomatic involves two key words:
P 6 Ripsyche i souland & 0 1 iUsoma i body]

The Incarnation, the taking on of our human flesh and nature on the part of Christ, is consequential and should be consequential in
our lives. For this reason, I shared this quotation from St. Isaac (above) which implores us to the positive consequences of the Birth
of Christ. It is not enough to simply believe in the story of Christmastime. It is not enough to simply experience Christmastime
emotionally. Our Lord took on our flesh to heal us entirely, psychosomatically. However, that healing is not instantaneous, but
comes with patient endurance from day to day. As we read in Holy Scripture, 88y your endurance /patience (6 ¢ OT Gbu@il gain
your souls.&Luke 21:19) If we remain on this emotional rollercoaster of the Christmas season, we haven@ really engaged with the
reality of the Christmas season and our Lord& Incarnation. However, with patient endurance, we can move from the rollercoaster
of life to the deep-seated joy and peace in Christ which not only enlivens our souls but makes us feel whole in the entirety of our
being. This is a divine gift from our Lord, yet takes our participation therein. Naturally, this begins with the life in the Church, the
Divine Services, partaking of the Holy Mysteries, most especially Holy Communion, which are absolute necessities.

Concurrently, this also entails our participation in the life in Christ day to day. One thing that greatly assists in this is communing
with our Lord through prayer. As we engage with this busy season, we can strengthen and protect ourselves with the shield of prayer
throughout the day. The recitation and repetition of the Jesus Prayer (Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner)
or in Greek (Q UBEU oEGOU pOoEG k])?’ﬁ)s,thingob\\f @E Bebiefit. Wdkdad about, speak about, talk about Christ@
Peace. But do we really have it? Invite the Peace of Christ into your hearts through the Jesus Prayer T especially in this Christmas
season where we proclaim the good news that, &or unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is givenU and His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.&&Isaiah 9:6)

May this Nativity Season and the New Year be a time where we allow ourselves to be decorated, in the words of St. Isaac, in the
peace, love, hope, and joy of our good and loving Lord!

With love in Christ& Service,

B>

Fr. Theodore




Happy 40th Birthday,
Father Theodore!

ather Theodore visited the Diakonia Centef the Fall Clergy meetings
in October.

E TR BLESSINGS
for the Great Feast of The Entrance of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple

November 21, 2022

N If you weuld like to have your
C g CI h I S I B house bessa fr the neww yes
please schedule your
appointment online. The link w
SJNDAY, be located on our church

DECEMBERZ25TH webpage as well as the
ORTHROS9: 15\M Internal Facebook page.

Contact Presvytera Stacey

DIVINE LITURGY 10:30M BRRCINEECRE iR}



A Note From The Parish Council President

David Zoumberis, president gdumberis@yahoo.com

Fr. Theodore and Fellow Parishioners,

| would like to start by saying thank you to Fr. Theodore for his spiritual guidance to ouf Paris
Council. Also, thank you to the parishioners who have served on the Parish Council over the lagt 5 ye
with me. The time has flown and | think often about all that has occurred during that time.

We said goodbye to Fr. John and Presvytera Denise and welcomed Fr. Theodore and Presvyteffa Stac
(and then Joachim and Basillhere have been many beautifications to the inside of our Church, igcludin
the lighting, Solea and Iconostasis. The Building Committee along with the Parish Council, hap work
make structural repairs to ensure the Church building stays solid for years toTdwnk.you to the
planning and building committeeds for conjtin

The face of the community has also changed during the last 5 Warkave Orthodox people movirng
to middle Georgia and also people finding the Orthodox ChurEh. Theodore has continued medting
with and teaching interested individuals in our area about Orthodioagpreciate all of our parishiongrs
welcoming visitors and making them feel like members of our family.

| would like to thank all parishioners for their continued support over the last two and half yeILrs sin
Covid. Under Metropolitan Al exi os 0 TheurPardgha @oargll,
appreciates your continued support of your time, talents and treasures.

In December, we will have elections for the Parish Couihcde members terms expire this year: plex

Saratsiotis, Natalia Saratsiotis and myseé\& | write this, | do not know who will be the nominees ryinning
for the Parish Council, nor who will be elected; however, | do recognize the time and energy refuired
serve on the Council and appreciate everyone who volunteers to serve our community.

Lastly, thank you to everyone who helped make the Alnual Central Georgia Greek Festival a
successlt is a lot of work, but we were able to share our faith, food and fellowship with all thoge that
attended.

| wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Christmas Poinsettias

If you are interested in sponsoring
the Christmas Poinsettias
n6|] 5~| ~2 ~o0o00 -~
please contact Maria McCluskey o
Natalia Saratsiotis.




On Sunday, September 11th,
Holy Cross Greek
Orthodox Church in
Macon, Georgia in
association with ATOPA
(Atlanta Inter-Orthodox
Parish Association),
hosted an Inaugural
Pan-Orthodox Cross Dive
event. The day began with #§
Orthros and Hierarchical 7%

Liturgy at Holy Cross, @
presided over by His ‘
Eminence Metropolitan
Alexios of Atlanta. He was
assisted by Rev. Fr. Christos
Mars of the Annunciation
Cathedral and Rev. Fr.
Theodore Ehmer, parish
priest of Holy Cross.

At the end of the Divine Liturgy, Metropolitan Alexios blessed Fr. Theodore with the office of

Oikonomos (Economos). In this ceremony, the Bishop bestows upon the priest the blessing to wear
the pectoral cross during divine services.




