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Divine Liturgy

Today, May 21

Tuesday, May 23
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Thursday, May 25

Sunday, May 28

Monday, May 29
Tuesday, May 30
Wednesday, May 31

Saturday, June 3

Sunday, June 4

Wednesday, June 7
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9:30am
10:30am

9:15am
10:30am
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5:45pm
6:30pm

9:30am
10:30am

4:00pm
5:00pm

9:15am
10:30am
12:00pm

5:45pm
6:30pm

Orthros

Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Blind Man and Sts. Constantine
and Helen

Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion (last day)
Coffee Fellowship and Philoptochos Board Elections in the Parish
House after the Liturgy

Parish Council Meeting

Holy Vigil for the Leave-taking of Pascha (Great Vespers, Orthros,
and Divine Liturgy) - until approx. 12:00am

Blood Drive in the Parish House (until 7:00pm)
Great Vespers for the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord

Orthros
Divine Liturgy on the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord

Orthros

Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical
Council

Coffee Fellowship after the Liturgy in the Parish House

Intro to Orthodoxy Meeting in the Church

Memorial Day—Office Closed
Young Adult Outing (Reboot in Downtown Macon)

Vespers
Adult Study Class

Orthros

Divine Liturgy and Memorial Service on the Saturday of the Souls
before Pentecost

Byzantine Chant Class

Great Vespers

Orthros

Divine Liturgy on Holy Pentecost

Kneeling Vespers

Coffee Fellowship after the Vespers in the Parish House

Vespers
Adult Study Class

Upcoming Epistle Readers: (5/28) Sarah Drakopoulos, Charles Glotzbach; (6/4) George Saratsiotis, Rene Esquivel
Upcoming Ushers: (5/23) TBD; (5/24) Melanie M.; (5/25) Cristina L.; (5/28) Sarah D., Charles G.; (5/31) Sarah D.
Upcoming Video Operators: (5/23) Natalia S.; (5/25) Joanna P.; (5/28) Gray Y., David N.; (6/3am) Joanna P.
Upcoming Fellowship Hosts: (5/28) Katerina Iakovidis; (6/4) Tassie Cantrell; (6/11) Amanda Lord

Our Parish Hymn of the Holy Cross of Christ:

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your |$Goov Kupie 1ov Aadv cou kai eUAGyncov Tiv kAnpovopiav
inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil | oou, vikag Toig BaciAeGo1 katd BapBapuwy SwpoUPEVOg Kai

and protect us all by Your Holy Cross.

TO 0OV QUAATTWY O10 T00 ZTaupold oou TToAITEUUA.

To our Visitors and Guests: We extend a warm welcome to all worshiping with us today!
While Holy Communion, following ancient practice, is reserved for Orthodox Christians, non-
Orthodox may receive the blessed bread (antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service.

Please join us in the Parish House after the Divine Liturgy for Coffee Fellowship!




Epistle Reading
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His proclamation went forth into all the
earth.
Verse: The heavens declare the glory of
God. (Ps. 18)
+++
The reading is from the Acts of the
Apostles. (26:1, 12-20)
+++
In those days, King Agrippa said to Paul,
"You have permission to speak for
yourself." Then Paul stretched out his hand
and made his defense: "I journeyed to
Damascus with the authority and
commission of the chief priests. At midday,
O king, I saw on the way a light from
heaven, brighter than the sun, shining
round me and those who journeyed with
me. And when we had all fallen to the
ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the
Hebrew language, 'Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me? It hurts you to kick against
the goads.' And I said, 'Who are you, Lord?'
And the Lord said, 'T am Jesus whom you
are persecuting. But rise and stand upon
your feet; for I have appeared to you for
this purpose, to appoint you to serve and
bear witness to the things in which you
have seen me and to those in which I will
appear to you, delivering you from the
people and from the Gentiles - to whom 1
send you to open their eyes, that they may
turn from darkness to light and from the
power of Satan to God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins and a place
among those who are sanctified by faith in
me.' Wherefore, O King Agrippa, I was not
disobedient to the heavenly vision, but
declared first to those at Damascus, then at
Jerusalem and throughout all the country
of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turn to God and perform
deeds worthy of their repentance."”

The Holy Gospel Reading according to St. John (9:1-38)
Sunday of the Blind Man
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At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his
birth. And his disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man
or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was
not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of
God might be made manifest in him. We must work the works of
him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can
work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."
As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the
spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay, saying to him,
"Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went
and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who
had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who
used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but
he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They said to him, "Then
how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man called
Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to
Siloam and wash'; so I went and washed and received my sight."
They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know." They
brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened
his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his
sight. And he said to them, "He put clay on my eyes and I
washed, and I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not
from God, for he does not keep the sabbath." But others said,
"How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" There was a
division among them. So they again said to the blind man,
"What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?"
He said, "He is a prophet." The Jews did not believe that he had
been blind and had received his sight, until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them,
"Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he
now see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is our son,
and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not
know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of
age, he will speak for himself." His parents said this because
they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if
anyone should confess him to be Christ he was to be put out of
the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is of age, ask
him." So for the second time they called the man who had been
blind, and said to him, "Give God the praise; we know that this
man is a sinner." He answered, "Whether he is a sinner, I do not
know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see."
They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?" He answered them, "I have told you already and you
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too
want to become his disciples?" And they reviled him, saying,
"You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know
that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where he comes from." The man answered, "Why, this is a
marvel! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners,
but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens
to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing." They answered him, "You
were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast
him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having
found him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" He
answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?" Jesus
said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you."
He said, "Lord, I believe": and he worshiped him.
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Bulletin for the week of May 21, 2023

Ushers on Duty: Cheryl and Erick Schwartzkopf
Video: Natalia S. Altar Servers: All Adult/Youth Servers

Epistle Readers: Aleca Hortman (Greek), Cleo Bennette (English)
Fellowship Host (Thank You!): Georgia Saratsiotis

Today our Holy Orthodox Church
commemorates:

+  Sixth Sunday of Pascha: Sunday of the Blind Man

The Lord Jesus was coming from the Temple on the Sabbath, when,
while walking in the way, He saw the blind man mentioned in today's
Gospel. This man had been born thus from his mother's womb, that is,
he had been born without eyes (see Saint John Chrysostom, Homily
LVI on Matthew; Saint Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Book V:15; and
the second Exorcism of Saint Basil the Great). When the disciples saw
this, they asked their Teacher, "Who did sin, this man, or his parents,
that he was born blind?" They asked this because when the Lord had
healed the paralytic at the Sheep's Pool, He had told him, "Sin no
more, lest a worse thing come unto thee" (John 5:14); so they
wondered, if sickness was caused by sin, what sin could have been the
cause of his being born without eyes. But the Lord answered that this
was for the glory of God. Then the God-man spat on the ground and
made clay with the spittle. He anointed the eyes of the blind man and
said to him, "Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam." Siloam (which means
"sent") was a well-known spring in Jerusalem used by the inhabitants
for its waters, which flowed to the eastern side of the city and collected
in a large pool called "the Pool of Siloam."

Therefore, the Savior sent the blind man to this pool that he might
wash his eyes, which had been anointed with the clay-not that the
pool's water had such power, but that the faith and obedience of the
one sent might be made manifest, and that the miracle might become
more remarkable and known to all, and leave no room for doubt.
Thus, the blind man believed in Jesus' words, obeyed His command,
went and washed himself, and returned, no longer blind, but having
eyes and seeing. This was the greatest miracle that our Lord had yet
worked; as the man healed of his blindness himself testified, "Since
time began, never was it heard that any man opened the eyes of one
that was born blind," although the Lord had already healed the blind
eyes of many. Because he now had eyes, some even doubted that he
was the same person (John 9:8-9); and it was still lively in their
remembrance when Christ came to the tomb of Lazarus, for they said,
"Could not this man, who opened the eyes of the blind man, have
caused that even this man should not have died?" Saint John
Chrysostom gives a thorough and brilliant exposition of our Lord's
meeting with the woman of Samaria, the healing of the paralytic, and
the miracle of the blind man in his commentaries on the Gospel of
Saint John.

+  The Holy, Glorious, God-crowned and great Sovereigns
Constantine and Helen, the Equals to the Apostles (+327)

+  The Holy New Martyr Pachomios in Ousaki (+1730)

By the intercessions of Your Saints, O God, have mercy on us and save
us. Amen.

Variable Hymns of the Day in the Divine

Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (page 8 in
the Pew Book):
e  Hymn of the Resurrection (Xptotog avéorn, Plagal 15t
Mode):

XpIoTOG AvéaTn €K vekp®v, BavaTw BAvaTov TTaTACAG, Kai TOIG v
TOIG PVAMACI, WrV XOpPIoAPEVOG.

Christ is risen from the dead, by death trampling down upon
death, and to those in the tombs He has granted life.

e Special Entrance Hymn (Ev exxAnoiaig, 2"d Mode):

Bless God in the churches, the Lord from the fountains of
Israel. Save us, O Son of God, risen from the dead. We sing to You,
Alleluia.

. Weekly Resurrectional Hymn (Tov ovvavapyov Adyov,
Plagal 15t Mode):

As the Father and Spirit are unoriginate, * so the Word, who was
born from the Virgin for us. * Let us praise Him, O believers, and
let us worship Him. * For our salvation He was pleased * to be
crucified in the flesh, * and to undergo death, * and to resurrect the
dead, by His glorious resurrection.

e  Hymn of Sts. Constantine and Helen (Tov Xtavpov oov,
Plagal 4t Mode):

Your Apostle among the Rulers, St. Constantine, who once beheld
in the sky the image of Your Cross, and who like Paul received his
calling not from man, once entrusted the Ruling City into Your
hand. We entreat You to restore it in peace forever, at the
intercession of the Theotokos, O Lord who loves humanity.

e Hymn of the Holy Cross (Zwoov Kvpie, 15t Mode):

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your inheritance. Give
victory to those who battle evil and protect us all by Your Holy
Cross.

. The Kontakion of Pascha (Et xat ev ta@w, Plagal 4t Mode):

Though You went down into the tomb, O Immortal One, yet You
brought down the dominion of Hades; and You rose as the victor,
O Christ our God; and You called out "Rejoice” to the Myrrh-
bearing women, and gave peace to Your Apostles, O Lord who to
the fallen grant resurrection.

Guidance, Prayer Requests, and Announcements

This Week’s Daily Scripture Readings and
Fasting Guidance:

Sunday (5/21—No Fasting): John 20:11-18; Acts
26:1, 12-20; John 9:1-38

Monday (5/22—No Fasting): Acts 17:1-9; John
11:47-54

Tuesday (5/23—No Fasting): Acts 17:19-28; John
12:19-36

Wednesday—Leave-taking of Pascha (5/24—
Fish, Wine, Oil): Acts 18:22-28; John 12:36-47

Thursday—Holy Ascension (5/25—No Fasting):
Mark 16:9-20; Acts 1:1-12; Luke 24:36-53

Friday (5/26—Wine, Oil): Luke 7:17-30; 1I
Corinthians 4:6-15; Matthew 11:2-15

Saturday (5/27—No Fasting): Acts 20:7-12; John
14:10-21

Prayer Requests:
Metropolitan Alexios, Fr. Symeon (mission priest

supported by our parish), Panteleimon, Michael, Eve,
Kassiani, Michael, Dimitrios, Georgia, Pavlos, Jill, Betty,
David, Chris, Irene, Valerie, Chris, Dianna, Keith,
Jeannie, Dawn, Kenneth, Samuel, Hermione,
Emmanuel, Mary, Kay, Helen, Nikki, Sedky, Mena,
Austin, Kiley, Garrett, Andy, Heather, Carolina, Maria,
Laurie, Lindsey, Randy, Raymond, Marina, Effie,
Christina, Ashley, Foster

Prayers for those recently reposed:
Fr. Angelo (+April 20), Stanley (+April 24), Adrienne
(+May 3)

Prayers for expecting mothers:
Katina B.

Prayers for Military Personnel and Their
Families:
Aubriana Butchko, Kyle Glotzbach, Robert Ice, Aaron
Vrahiotes, Aleksander Zajac

Prayers for our Catechumens and
Inquirers into the Orthodox Church:
Nate, Chad, Alexander, and pray for those who are
seeking Christ and His Church!

Weekly Wisdom of the Fathers:

St. John of Damascus on the connection with the
Holy Ascension and the Dormition of the Theotokos:
““It was right that the eyewitnesses and minsters of the
Word should see the Dormition of His Mother according
to the flesh, even the final mystery concerning
her: hence, they might be witnesses not only to the
Ascension of the Saviour but also it to the translation of
her who gave Him birth. Assembled from all parts obey
divine power, they came to Sion, and sped on her way to
heaven the Virgin who is higher than the cherubim.”

Upcoming Celebrations This Week
Name Days—Chronia Polla, Many Years!

May 21: Eleni Adams, Denna Bradford, Eleni Dermatas,
Kostas Iakovidis, Eleni Saratsiotis, Oliver Saxon,
Peyton (Constantine) Ward
May 27: Steve Bede Douglas

Birthdays—Happy Birthday!
May 21: Peyton Ward
May 22: Ana-Maria Filimon
May 23: David Zoumberis
May 26: Erzebet Santon, Emmy Young

Anniversaries—Congratulations!
May 22: Steve and Cyndi Douglas
May 26: Cleo and Tony Bennette

(If you have a celebration that did not make it into the
bulletin, please e-mail Fr. Theodore!)

Announcements:
* Shut-Ins: If you know of anyone who is unable to come
to the Church because of illness, age, or any other reason,
please contact Fr. Theodore so that he can visit with them,
pray with them, and administer to them the Holy
Mysteries.

* YOUTH: Today is the last day of Sunday School for the
summer. We sincerely thank our teachers, Maria, Maria,
and Gray for their commitment to the kids! Ice Cream
Sundaes for everyone in coffee hour today to celebrate the
kids and a great year. Note: to accommodate their
schedules, we’ve moved the recognition of our graduates to
Sunday June 11. Coming up: 2-day Vacation Overnight
Church Camp (tent camping!) at Kathye’s at Lake Tobo
June 9-10. More details to come. Let Presv. Stacey know if
you can help!

* Philoptochos: Board Elections will be taking place
today after the Divine Liturgy. Philoptochos is a wonderful
opportunity to be hands on with those in need and fulfill
the commandments of our Lord-please consider being a
part of this beautiful ministry!

* For those that are interested in learning more about the
Orthodox Christian faith, we are conducting our Intro to
Orthodoxy/Catechumen classes online by Zoom
meeting every other week (next meeting: May 28 after
Liturgy). Please contact Fr. Theodore for more
information!

* The next Red Cross Blood Drive in the Parish House
will be this Wednesday, May 24 from 3:00 to 7:00pm.
Come, give blood, and stay for the Great Vespers for the
Ascension of the Lord at 6:00!

* YAM (20’s & 30’s): our next social gathering is at
Reboot Retrocade in Macon on May 3oth at 7pm. Let
Presv. Stacey know if you can join us!

Christ is Risen! Xp1otog Aveotn!



