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Website: www.holycrossga.org 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
(For services during the week, please visit our webpage) 

 

 Orthros       9:15am 
 Divine Liturgy     10:30am 
 Coffee Fellowship     12:00pm/ 

                           following Liturgy 
  

PARISH CLERGY 
Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer 

frtheodore@holycrossga.org 
 

PARISH COUNCIL 
David Zoumberis, President 

Alex Saratsiotis, Vice-President 
Gray Yates, Secretary 

Bob Dunbar, Assistant Secretary 
Maria McCluskey, Treasurer 

Natalia Saratsiotis, Assistant Treasurer 
Sarah Drakopoulos, Member- at-Large 



Father Theodoreõs Message 
 

My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

ñTherefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, 
whether by word or epistle.ò 

St. Paulôs Second Letter to the Thessalonians (2:15) 
 

ǷȍȆůŰȕȎ ǥȊǽůŰȄ!  Christ is Risen!  (We continue saying the Paschal Greeting until 
the Leave-taking of Pascha, which this year is June 1.) 
 

I was recently discussing with someone the concept of the Church and the title that 
our Church has as a ñGreek Orthodoxò Church.  Now, right off the bat, it is necessary 
to point out that this title is a bit of a misnomer.  The title is more of an identifier.  If 
you go to the ñold country,ò you donôt find ñHoly Cross Greek Orthodox Church,ò you 
find Ǫ ǨȇȇȈȄůǿŬ (or more properly o ǯŬȕȎ/the Temple) ŰȌȏ ǵȆȉǿȌȏ ǴŰŬȏȍȌȖ, the 
Church of the Holy Cross.  In the ñold country,ò there is no need for the identifier, 
you just simply call it what it is named after/dedicated to.  In our pluralistic        
American society, that isnôt the case.  The ñGreek Orthodoxò title is a necessity to 
help people understand who we are. 
 

There are times when I, as a priest, see this title as a hindrance of our evangelism to those around us in       
Central Georgia.  It is not an infrequent occurrence that someone will ask (or just assume) that one needs to 
be Greek to be a part of our parish.  A lot of this can be chalked up to ignorance on the part of the one asking 
as many people are woefully uneducated about Church history.  Sadly, some of this could perhaps be chalked 
up to what they may have heard in the past from other Greek Orthodox Christians.  So why donôt we get rid of 
this title and just call ourselves ñHoly Cross Orthodox Church?ò  It is a valid question, but it is not a question 
that has as black and white of an answer as one might assume on either side of the coin. 
 

The quotation at the beginning of this letter is from St. Paul writing to the church at Thessaloniki.  He is       
imploring them to not forsake what they have been taught either through letters (i.e. scripture) or by word 
(i.e. preaching/tradition).  Two points must be made here.  First, there is no basis for ñsola scripturaò (by 
scripture only) in the Christian world.  How could that even be the case when the New Testament didnôt exist 
in its full form until the fourth century?  There was an encompassing living tradition that existed in the 
churches that were founded by the apostles and passed on through their successors.  Second, St. Paul here is 
writing to a church in Thessaloniki.  Thessaloniki is the second biggest city in Greece.  There has been a   
Christian Church there from the beginning in unbroken succession.  The traditions that they have been taught 
by word or epistle have been handed down for two thousand years.  Our Church here in Macon has received 
that same inheritance.  As a Greek Orthodox Church, our lineage doesnôt just begin here in Macon, but it    
extends back through that Eastern Mediterranean world from where the Christian faith was born.  The 
ñGreekò Orthodox title reveals that inheritance.  I donôt point this out to be ethnocentric (Iôm not even Greek, 
after all), but as a point of which we should be proud.  To be Greek Orthodox means to have a spiritual lineage 
through and to those first Christians in Thessaloniki, in Corinth, in Ephesus, in Antioch, in Alexandria, in    
Jerusalem, and so on.  These were lands that were in the Hellenistic world at the time of the coming of our 
Lord.  This is not something to shy away from.  This is something that can be a great point of witness to our 
brothers and sisters in Central Georgia.  We can show them that when they come to the Greek Orthodox 
Church, they go straight to the source!  The title of ñGreek Orthodoxò is not a title that should point towards 
ethnic pride and having ñGreekò blood.  The title of ñGreek Orthodoxò should be a title which is a great witness 
to our ancient and apostolic tradition which came forth from the ñGreekò Mediterranean world and has a    
two-thousand-year continuity through the communion of the One Body and One Blood of our One Lord    
Jesus Christ. 
 

Let us be thankful for our Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church, and always be open to inviting and sharing our 
wonderful Greek Orthodox inheritance with those around us, that they may become Orthodox Christians too, 
and partake of the fullness of the faith and the richness of our Greek Orthodox tradition!  
 

With love in Christõs Service, 

 
Fr. Theodore  



On March 13th, Father Theodore served with area 
clergy in Atlanta at the Annunciation Cathedral for 
Pan-Orthodox Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers.      
Glory to God! 

AXIOS, Fr. Theodore!  On March 15th, Fr.    
Theodore celebrated the 7th anniversary of his 
Ordination to the Holy Priesthood.  God protect 
and bless him always! 

Chaplain of the Day at the State Capitol  

Parishioner and Representative Mike 
Cheokas invited Fr. Theodore and Presv. 
Stacey to the State Capitol on March 25th, 
the Feast of the Annunciation/Greek       
Independence Day.  Fr. Theodore spoke and 
led dayñs session with a prayer. 



A Note From The Parish Council President  
David Zoumberis, president | dzoumberis@yahoo.com 

Christos Anesti! Christ is Risen! 
  
The last few months have been busy as usual at Holy Cross.  There were so many opportunities 
to be involved in the life of  our parish.  As always, I would like to thank Fr. Theodore for his   
tireless service to our community.  I also want to thank everyone who helped with the           
preparations for Lenten and Holy Week services. 
  
The past couple of  years have been especially hard on our youth, which is why I have been glad 
there have been opportunities for our youth to get involved in activities over the last few 
months.  Luke and Carter Zoumberis were able to attend the Winter Youth Rally as part of  the 
Marietta Goya group and had a wonderful time.  In fact, Carter cannot stop talking about it!  I   
encourage your children to consider participating next year if  they were not able to this year.   
  
Fr. Theodore and Presvytera Stacey graciously chaperoned and led the Metropolis Goya Lenten 
Retreat.  Five of  our Goyans went to the Diakonia Center for the Goya Lenten retreat.  As far as 
I know, it was the first time any of  our Goyans have attended the Lenten Retreat and I believe it 
was the first time a couple of  them were able to go to the Diakonia Center.  The youth had a 
great time, and I heard a lot of  good things about the trip.   
  
Presvytera Stacey coordinated our Parish level St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival.  We had a 
good number of  participants at all levels.  Both Mary Katherine Saratsiotis and Carter Zoumberis 
went to the Metropolis Central Conference to compete against youth from other Parishes in 
Georgia and Alabama.  I believe this was the first time our Goyans competed above the parish 
level.  They represented Holy Cross well.   
  
We have a couple of  youth registered for St. Stephens Summer Camp at the Diakonia             
Center.  Hopefully, more will be able to attend. It is a beautiful location, and it gives the kids an 
opportunity to meet other Orthodox youth in a fun environment.  
 
Lastly, I want to mention the 15th Central Georgia Greek Festival.  The Festival Committee has 
started planning and we 
will be going back to a full 
festival!  There will be 
some changes from the 
past.  More information 
will be coming.  We will 
need everyoneõs help to 
have a successful festival, 
so put the festival       
weekend, October 21-23, 
on your calendars - OPA! 



Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society News
    Sarah Drakopoulos, president | Philoptochos@holycrossga.org 

 
 

 

Dear Holy Cross Family, 
 

 ǷȍȆůŰȕȎ ǥȊǽůŰȄ!  Christ is Risen!  I greet you with a sense of renewal 
and hope for all of us. Our chapter has been very busy with our many           
outreach projects.  Recently, I had the opportunity to go to Union Elementary 
to distribute the food bags to each classroom and it was such a gift to see how 
the Backpack Ministry impacts so many children in our community.  Even 
though we only play a tiny part in this, it is wonderful to visit the school and 
interact with the teachers and students. The work of Philoptochos offers hope 
to those less fortunate.   
 

 Our Chapter has started the PhiloCARES fund to assist our Parish 
with intervention, resources and assistance to those in need. If you know of 
anyone in need, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

 I would like to thank everyone for their help. We had a wonderful 
Palm Sunday Luncheon, a successful Tsoureki sale and the services during 
Lent and  Holy Week were beautified by many of our faithful members.  And 
to those who work behind the scenes to keep us on track, thank you!  I am 
also grateful to Father Theodore and Presvytera Stacey for their spiritual 
guidance and for supporting our efforts!   
 
With sisterly love, 
 
Sarah Drakopoulos 

Philoptochos

Saint Basilõs Academy ($450)- Saint Basil Academy is the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese home for 

children in need. The Academy provides a loving Christian environment where resident children are 

nurtured to adulthood. The Vasilopita commitment provides funding for the Academyõs operating  

expenses.  
 
Social Services ($75)- The Social Services Department of Philoptochos provides outreach, support 

and financial assistance to those in need.   
 
Cancer Fund ($75)- The Cancer and Other Major Illnesses Fund provides financial support to people 

undergoing treatment for cancer and other critical illnesses.  
 
Saint Photios Shrine ($50)- The Saint Photios National Shrine is a living memorial to the first colony 

of Greek settlers, 400 in all, who came to the New World in 1768.The Shrine honors and serves as a 

reminder of the sacrifices made by the first colony of Greeks and all the settlers who followed.  
 
Autism Assistance Fund ($50)- The Autism Assistance Fund provides assistance and support to 

persons within the Autism spectrum and promotes education to heighten Autism awareness.  
 
Orthodox Christian Missions Fund ($100)- Philoptochos offers financial assistance to Orthodox 

Christian missionary teams and other international missionary work, strengthening their ability to carry 

the message of the Orthodox Church throughout the world.  
 
Support-A-Mission-Priest Fund ($150)- This commitment enables Orthodox bishops and priests 

in mission areas to build and restore churches, community centers, schools and medical facilities, and to 

participate in training, teaching and field management.  
 

Hellenic College/Holy Cross ($500)- On the third Sunday of Lent, when the Veneration of the 

Holy Cross is observed, Philoptochos chapters sponsor a Lenten Event following the Divine Liturgy. 

Proceeds of this event go towards the operating expenses of the school.  
 
International Orthodox Christian Charities ($125)- IOCC, in the spirit of Christõs love, offers 
emergency relief and development programs to those in need world-wide, without discrimination, to 

enable them to continue to improve their own lives and communities and to have means to live with 

dignity, respect and hope. The mission and focus of IOCC, of helping those in great need, is deeply 

aligned with the work of Philoptochos.  
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Once a month, we are assigned to 

deliver food to classrooms at Union        

Elementary School.  If you are  

interested and able to help once 

school resumes in the fall, please 

contact Sarah to be put on the 

schedule and/or to get more      

information. 

 

Sisterhood of Saint Basil Academy ($50)- The Sisterhood of Saint Basil Academy Fund  provides 

for the day-to-day needs of the children who have made Saint Basil Academy home, including clothing, 

furnishings, equipment and other essentials for dormitories, graduation, awards and gifts.  
 

Agape ($100)- The Agape Fund Donation assists the Metropolis with various Diakonias including 

educational and youth programs.    
 

Clergy Education ($50)- The Clergy Education Commitment assists students who are legal     

residents of the Metropolis of Atlanta and studying at Holy Cross School of Theology for the priesthood 

with a scholarship based on a sliding scale according to the financial need of the student. The second 

purpose is to provide priests in the Metropolis of Atlanta spiritual and professional growth by continuing 

education through participation in conferences and other educational programs.  
 

Philanthropy ($100)- The Philanthropy Commitment provides financial assistance those in need 

within our Metropolis. Assistance is given for necessary essentials such as electric bills, water bills, rent, 

funeral expenses, medical expenses, prescriptions and more.    
 

Website/Communications ($50)- The Website/Communications Commitment provides financial 

support to maintain and update the Metropolis of Atlanta Philoptochos Website and other types of 

communication to our Chapters.    
 

Youth/Summer Camp ($100)- The Youth/Camp Commitment assists Youth Programs and     

Orthodox Christian Education.    
 

Discretionary Fund ($50)- The Discretionary Fund Commitment is collected and disbursed to the 

Metropolis to provide emergency relief for natural disasters and other critical misfortunes to the faithful 

within our Metropolis.  
 

Good Shepherd Special Needs Camp ($50)- The Christ the Good Shepherd Camp for Special 

Needs Commitment assists the operation of the camp held for youth of special needs and their families.  
 

Miscellaneous Fund ($25)- The Miscellaneous Coupon is for any event or occasion that is not a 

Metropolis budget commitment or donation. For example: In memory of or in honor of an individual or to 

commemorate a special occasion.    
 

Gifts ($25)- The Gifts Donation assists with various gifts, flowers to individuals and donations to 

organizations not accounted for in the yearly budget  

We have been extremely fortunate to be able to fulfill our commitments  
with both National Philoptochos and the Metropolis.   

Below are the commitments we have contributed towards since January. 



 

Presvytera Stacey Ehmer,  
Youth Ministry Director 
staceyehmer@gmail.com 

I sincerely thank our Sunday School teachers Jennifer, Gray, and Christina, and our subs, for 
their commitment to our youth. Our community and our kids are blessed by their service!  
 

Weôre going to stick with various Holy Cross families serving as "Host Coordinators" for 
summer events. Let me know if thereôs one youôd like to host, OR if you have other ideas of 
activities for our youth, and we'll get them on the schedule! Wide open to what the people 
want!   
 

SUMMER EVENTS/IDEAS TO LOOK FORWARD TO: 
 

ST. STEPHENôS SUMMER CAMP: our Metropolis of Atlanta offers 5 different weeks 
of camp, from June 26th - July 30th.  Fr. Theodore will be going Week 1. Consider    
signing up next year before it sells out...itôs such a great program! 
 

JUNE: Macon Bacon Game, Swim Parties (older and younger)  
 

JULY: Family Lake Day and Cookout at Lake Tobosofkee 
 

AUGUST: Dormition of the Theotokos Activity  
 

SEPTEMBER: Sunday School Starts  
 

Other ideas are a Six Flags trip, bowling, going to a movie, kickball with St. Innocent, fruit 
picking, a mini VBS.. again if you or your family are interested in helping with or 
ñcaptainingò ANY of these ideas or others, let me know and weôll get them on the schedule!  
 

Love in Christ, Pres. Stacey  
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SOPHIA CANTRELL 
graduated cum laude from the University of Georgia with a 
bachelors degree in International Affairs.  In her time at UGA, 
Sophia was able to expand her language skills, learn about the 
international community and international policy, and even 
participate in moot courts to broaden her knowledge of the 
international legal system.  Sophia has accepted a position as 
a legal assistant and is currently applying to law school. 

GEORGE IAKOVIDIS 
graduated from Mercer University with a degree in 
Information Science and Technology and a minor 
in Computer Science and Graphic Design.  He 
plans to pursue a Masterôs Degree in Geographic 
Information Science and Technology at Georgia 
Tech. 

EVAN NANAJ 
graduated from Mercer University with a 
bachelors in International Relations.  He plans 
to attend graduate school at Syracuse         
University in New York. 

MICHAEL DRAKOPOULOS 
graduated from Academy of Classical Education.  
He is exploring different career options including 
cyber security and technology.  He is hoping to start 
in Fall 2022. 

DIANA CAZACU 
graduated from Baldwin High School as Salutatorian, 
and she will attend Georgia College in the fall.  She is 
already taking dual enrollment classes there where she 
plans to complete her core classes. She was also  
accepted at the University of Georgia and Georgia 
Tech.  She plans to transfer to UGA to pursue a degree 
in fine arts.  She is also interested in literature and fine 
arts. 

 

On April 30th, Mary Katherine Saratsiotis (senior division)  
and Carter Zoumberis (junior division) participated in the  

Central Conference St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival  
at St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church in Peachtree City, Georgia. 

CHLOE GOSS 
graduated from the University of South 
Carolina with a degree in Public Relations 
and a minor in Sports Management.  She is 
moving to Atlanta for a Social Media    
Analytics position with Delta which she 
starts in June. 



EG6_G6 IG_SG#_ (GG!G6= 

In early April,  
Fr. Theodore and 
Presv. Stacey had 
the pleasure of 
spending time 

with our  
Metropolis of 

Atlanta Youth for 
the Annual  

Lenten Retreat!  
This yearñs topic 
was îThe Truth 
About Doubt.ï 

Philoptochos held its annual Lenten Luncheon in  
support of Hellenic College/Holy Cross School of  

Theology, our beautiful Orthodox seminary in 
Brookline, Massachusetts.  Thank you to Eleni 

Adams and all the ladies who helped. 

Hellenic College/Holy Cross 
School of Theology  

Philoptochos Lenten Luncheon  SPRING FLING FOOD FAIR   


