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Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church

859 First Street
Macon, Georgia 31201

Telephone: 478.621.0744

Website: www.holycrossga.org

Email: office@holycrossga.org

Facebook: HolyCrossMaconGA
Instagram: HolyCrossMacon

SUNDAY SERVICES
(For services during the week, please visit our webpage)

Orthros 9:15am
Divine Liturgy 10:30am
Coffee Fellowship 12:00pm/

following Liturgy

PARISH CLERGY
Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer
frtheodore @holycrossga.org

PARISH COUNCIL
David Zoumberis, President
Alex Saratsiotis, Vid&resident
Gray Yates, Secretary
Charles Glotzbach, Assistant Secretary
Maria McCluskey, Treasurer
Natalia Saratsiotis, Assistant Treasurer
Sarah Drakopoulos, Memhbet arge
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Father Theodore® Message

My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

So then, whenever we have an opportunity,
let us work for the good of all and especially for those of the family of faith.
St. Paul@ Letter to the Galatians (6:10)

Happy New Year!
(As many of you are familiar, September 1 is the beginning of the new Ecclesiastical/Church
Year.)

As we enter the fall months of September, October, and November, we see on the horizon
our annual Greek Festival. Glory to God that we can have our festival back in its entirety for

the first time since 2019! However, this is not the only event that we have coming up as we
move back into a busier season of church life. 'We celebrate our parish& name day on
September 14™, and this year, we will introduce something new with a Cross Dive. Diving for the Cross is a traditional
Orthodox occasion which can take place a couple of different times in the year. One of those times is at Theophany i
we may have seen this in Tarpon Springs, Florida, or perhaps videos of people jumping into the icy water in Russia.
Another one of those times is at the Feast of the Cross itself: September 14. His Eminence, Metropolitan Alexios, has
given us the opportunity to host other Orthodox parishes from around the area and show them hospitality at the
occasion of our parish& name day!

Naturally, when we have events planned, this necessitates the chipping in of many hands together for the success of said
event. As mentioned, we have a few of these events coming: the 15" Annual Greek Festival and the Cross Dive that I
just wrote about. Yet, we have an event every single Sunday when we host the faithful in our Holy Church for the
Divine Services, the Coffee Fellowship, Sunday School, and other activities. Every time the doors of our buildings are
open, our hands in plenitude are necessary for the completion and success of what we set out to do as Holy Cross Greek
Orthodox Church. We must not lose sight of that reality.

As St. Paul writes above, when we have the opportunity, let us (this is a subjunctive I an invitation) work for the good of
all T and especially the family of faith: our Church family. In the original Greek of this verse, the following word is
present: O & & ('s.is the ancient Greek word for a house/household. Within our Holy Cross Church, we are part of
an oikos, a household of faith. And we should honor each other and our household as such. One of those most
important of ways is to work together for the betterment of the household T and this is an invitation to do just that.
This is not just an invitation to those who might not be helping. It is also an invitation to those who may help a lot to
facilitate that invitation to others. For some, it is easy to gravitate into their place and assist in the things of the life of
Holy Cross. For others your niche might not be so obvious. That does not mean that you don& have a place here: the
work and efforts of every single person@ hands are valuable and valued by the church family, especially by me, the priest.
As we facilitate these wonderful events going forward, let us utilize this time to assist one another in finding our place in
our Holy Church and to build up and strengthen our family of faith. Seek out a place where you know you can utilize
your talents, reach out to others and ask them to work alongside you, let us, as St. Paul says, encourage and build up each
other. (1 Thes. 5:11) Amen!

With love in Christ& Service,

A

Fr. Theodore




HAPPY FATHER

The Parish Council presented

Fr. Theodore with a gift from the paris
and a framed photograph of the
church from the Parish Council.

the earthly and faithf
grandmother of our Lord,
Panteleimon imploring us
spiritual health as a good and
physician, and St. Parask

life to preparation for the Lord
His Kingdom. May we always h
their intercessiong! | f 3 o U

these feasts!

With the Saints give rest, O Christ, to the so
Your servants where there is no pain, nor s
nor suffering, but life everlasting.

St. Paraske

beautifully
crowned
thanks to
Aleca
Hortman.

Following ancien
tradition, we
blessed grapes f
the Feast of the
Transfiguration o

August 6th.

We prayed the Kneeling Vespersjn

July 12 for the glorious and Grea
Feast of Pentecost.
a0 Good and Holy
us, strengthen

Com
us,
d
, G
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A Note From The Parish Council President
David Zoumberis, president gdumberis@yahoo.com

This calendar year has flown by, it is hard to believe summer is over and schools have started
back. As we have begun the New Ecclesiastical year, | think about what happened in the last
year. The youth were busy with the Oratorical festival, Lenten retreat, and St. Stephens Camp
was in June with a couple of our youth. The Young Adult group has been meeting for a time of

fellowship and the Not-So-Young Adult group has started having monthly gatherings.

| thank everyone who attended the Spring General Assembly. Parishioners voted to approve
work on the exterior of the Church. M & D Contractors repaired the stucco and painted the
entire exterior including the rails and doors. The building committee received estimates to
renovate the south interior wall and work is underway. Thanks to Jim Lekas for assisting with
ServePro and the plumber to take care of the water leak in the basement. If anyone is
interested in helping out with the Building Committee, please get in touch with Jim Lekas or

Alex Saratsiotis.

| am looking forward to the Central Georgia Greek Festival on October 21-23. Preparation for
the festival has been going on for a few months now as we are going back to a full festival. In
order to have a successful festival, we will need everyone’s help. If you are not sure where help is
needed, contact one of the Festival Chairmen: Natalia Saratsiotis, Jim Lekas, Mike Cantrell or

me.

Please put the fall General Assembly on November 6th, on your calendar. Important agenda
items include the 2023 budget and the three seats open on the Parish Council. If you are
interested in being a part of the Parish Council, speak with Fr. Theodore or one of the members

to discuss the roles and responsibilities of being a Parish Council member.

Lastly, we are blessed to -
have a full-time Priest in
Fr. Theodore who serves us
tirelessly.  Additional Ushers |
are needed, especially for the ” /
week day services. If you are =
interested in ushering, contact

me or Kathye Patras who

schedules ushers for services.
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- Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society News
Sarah Drakopoulos, president | Philoptochos@holycro

We hope you all had a wonderful summer and are ready for fall. It is back to school
for many of us and festival preparations have begun. Our Philoptochos calendar is
full and we are looking forward to working with all of you to make things happen for

our community.

At our first meeting, we discussed the calendar for 2022 -2023. The Backpack
Ministry is gearing up for the upcoming school year, and we will continue working
with FHUMC to provide food for the kids in Bibb County.

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Panagiri we had on August 21st. It was
a day of wonderful fellowship as we worshiped Panagia and her Dormition on
August 15th.

We would like to invite anyone who has not joined Philoptochos to please consider
joining this year. | would like to personally welcome my mom, Maria, and my sister,
Joanna, who have recently moved from North Carolina to Macon and will be our
newest members into our sisterhood.

Our Philoptochos Chapter may be small, but we reach out big! | am looking forward
to another wonderful year as President and | thank all of our board members: Natalia,
Emily, Cleo, Maria Mc., Rodica, and Christina D. as well as Father Theodore who
work so hard to make things happen.
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Once a month, we are assigned
deliver food to classrooms at Unig
Elementary School.
interested and able to help onc
school resumes in the fall, pleag
contact Sarah to be put on the
schedule and/or to get mor
information.
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