HOLY CROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

859 First Street | Macon, Georgia 31201 | 478.621.0744 (office)

www.holycrossga.org | Facebook: HolyCrossMaconGA

Sunday, February 12, 2023

Today, February 12

Wednesday, February 15
Thursday, February 16
Saturday, February 18

Sunday, February 19

Monday, February 20
Wednesday, February 22

Friday, February 24

Saturday, February 25
Sunday, February 26

Monday, February 27
Tuesday, February 28
Wednesday, March 1

Upcoming Schedule

9:15am  Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on the Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy

12:30pm GOYA Meeting in the Upstairs of the Parish House

5:30pm Small Paraklesis
6:30pm Adult Study Class in the Parish House

5:00pm Vespers
6:00pm Divine Liturgy on the eve of the Feast of St. Theodore the Recruit

9:30am Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy and Memorial Service (15t Saturday of the Souls)

9:15am  Orthros

10:30am Divine Liturgy on Meatfare/Judgement Sunday
Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy

12:30pm Philoptochos Meeting in the Parish House

Presidents Day—Office Closed

5:45pm  Vespers
6:30pm Adult Study Class in the Parish House

10:00am Orthodox Book Study
5:30pm Divine Liturgy for the 2nd Saturday of the Souls, followed by the
Memorial Service

7:45am  Young Adult Outing: Cantrell Center 5K and Brunch Feast

9:15am  Orthros
10:30am Divine Liturgy on Cheesefare/Forgiveness Sunday
Sunday School for the Youth after Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship in the Parish House after the Liturgy
12:15pm  Altar Boy/St. Photini Handmaiden Meetings in the Church
1:00pm Forgiveness Vespers for the beginning of Great Lent

6:00pm Great Compline on the First Day of Great and Holy Lent
6:00pm Great Compline

5:30pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
6:45pm  Adult Study Class and Light Lenten Meal in the Parish House

Upcoming Epistle Readers: (2/19) George Saratsiotis, Isabelle Saratsiotis (2/26) Aleca Hortman, Rene Esquivel
Upcoming Ushers: (2/16) Melanie M.; (2/18) Sarah D.; (2/19) Charles G., Jim L.; (2/22) Hazel D.; (2/24) Maria S.
Upcoming Video Operators: (2/18) Joanna Patronis; (2/19) Cristina Lekas; (2/26) Natalia Saratsiotis
Upcoming Fellowship Hosts: (2/19) Toula Tsamolias; (2/26) Cheryl Schwartzkopf; (3/5) Maria B., Joanna P.

Our Parish Hymn of the Holy Cross of Christ:

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless Your |$Goov Kupie 1ov Aadv cou kai eUAGyncov Tiv kAnpovopiav
L inheritance. Give victory to those who battle evil | oou, vikag Toig BaciAeGo1 katd BapBapuwy SwpoUPEVOg Kai
Divine Liturgy and protect us all by Your Holy Cross. 10 00V QUAATTWY 1A TOU ZTAUPOod CoU TTOAITEUNA.

Sunday of the Prodigal Son
+ St. Meletios the Great
Eothinon/Orthros Gospel: Second (Mark 16:1-8)

Mode of the Week: Second/Aettepog
QR Codes (scan with smart phone for service texts)

To our Visitors and Guests: We extend a warm welcome to all worshiping with us today!
While Holy Communion, following ancient practice, is reserved for Orthodox Christians, non-
Orthodox may receive the blessed bread (antidoron) offered at the conclusion of the service.

Please join us in the Parish House after the Divine Liturgy for Coffee Fellowship!




Epistle Reading

Toyic pov kol Suvnois uov o Kopiog,
KOl EYEVETO UOL EIC OOWTHPIAV.
21iy. llouodevwv érnaidevae ue o Kopiog,
Kol @ Bavat ob TapEdwKe Ue.
+++
Ilpog KopivBiovg A’ Emiorolijs
Ilaviov 10 avayvaoua.
+++

Aderpoi, mavto pot &Eeotv, GAA’ oV
TOVTO. GUUPEPEL TAVTO Ol EEECTLY,
GAL’ 0Ok €y &ZovolucOnoopon VO
tvoc. Ta PBpopato T kotdg Koi 1
Koo 10ig Bpopacty: 0 0& Oedg kol
TtV Kol tadto katapynost. To o€
o®dpo ov Tf| mopveig, aArLd @ Kvupio,
kai 0 Kvplog 1@ copatt 6 6& Oedg kol
tov Koplov fjyelpe kol uoc £€eyepel
o th¢ dvvhuewg avtod. Ovk oldate
0Tl 10 copota VAV pEAN Xprotod
dotv; Apa ovv Td néAN Tod Xprotod
momo® TOPVNG WEAN; M yévorto. "H
oVK 0idate 0Tl O KOAADUEVOC TH TOPVT
&v odud éotv; "Ecovtan yap, enoiv, ol
dvo &ig ohpro piov: 6 08 KOADOUEVOG
1@ Kvpiep &v mvedud €ott. pevyete TV
mopveiav. Tlav audptnua 6 £0v Tomon
dvOpmTOg EKTOG TOD CAOUATOC EGTIV" O
0¢ mopvevwv €lg TO 1dov oy
apaptavel. "H ovk oidate 611 T0 odua
Vu®dV  vaog tod  év vuiv  Ayiov
[Tvedpotdg doty, ob Eyete dmd Ogod,
Kol OUK €0TE £0VTOV; yopacOnte yap
Tipfg do&doote On TOV Ogdv &v Td
ocopatt VUV kol &v T® TveduaTl
VUGV, dtivé ot ToD OcoD.

The Lord is my strength and my song,
and He became my salvation.
Verse: The Lord chastened and
corrected me, but He did not give me
up to death. (Ps. 117)
+++
The reading is from Paul's First Letter
to the Corinthians. (6:12-20)
+++
Brethren, "all things are lawful for me,"
but not all things are helpful. "All
things are lawful for me," but I will not
be enslaved by anything. "Food is
meant for the stomach and the
stomach for food"—and God will
destroy both one and the other. The
body is not meant for immorality, but
for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.
And God raised the Lord and will also
raise us up by his power. Do you not
know that your bodies are members of
Christ? Shall I therefore take the
members of Christ and make them
members of a prostitute? Never! Do
you not know that he who joins himself
to a prostitute becomes one body with
her? For, as it is written, "The two shall
become one flesh." But he who is
united to the Lord becomes one spirit
with him. Shun immorality. Every
other sin which a man commits is
outside the body; but the immoral man
sins against his own body. Do you not
know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit within you, which you have
from God? You are not your own; you
were bought with a price. So glorify
God in your body and in your spirit

which belong to God.

The Holy Gospel Reading according to St. Luke (15:11-32)
Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Einev 6 Kbdptog mv mapaporiv tadtnyv: AvOpmmdg Tig
elye 500 viovg. Kol lmev 6 vedTEPOG OTMY TG TOTPL®
matep, 806G pot 10 EmPdriov pépog tig ovoing. Kol
deTev avtoig Tov Pilov. kol pet’ ov moAlAG MUEPOS
cuvayoy®v Gmavto O vedTEPOG LIOG ATEINUNGCEV €ig
YOpav pokphv, kol kel JlecKOPMIcEV TNV 0VGIOV
avtod (BV AoOT®G. damaviioovtog d€ avtod mhvta
€YEVETO AMUOG ioyVLpO KOTO TNV YOpov Ekeivny, kol
avtog ip&ato Hotepeichar. kai mopevbeig EkoAAON Evi
TOV TOMT®V TG YDPOg EKEIvNG, Kol ETEnyev adTOV €ig
ToUg Gypovg avtod Pookew yoipovg kol EmeBOpet
yepicor TV koMav ovtod Gmd TV kepotiov GOV
fioBtov ol yoipot, kai ovdeic £5id0V aVT®. €ig EXVTOV O
Eav elner mwocor  picbot  tod  maTpdg  pov
TEPIGGEVOVGY GpTav, &Yd 88 Au@ ®de amdAivpon!
GVOGTOG TOPEVGOUAL TTPOC TOV TATEPA OV Kol E£pD
avT®" matep, HUOPTOV €ig TOV 0VPOVOV KOl EVOTLOV
cov’ oVkETL gipl d&log KAndijvar vidg Gov: ToiNGoV pe
oO¢ &vo TV pediov cov. kai dvaotag NA0e Tpog TOV
matépa £ontod. £t 8¢ adTod pokpdy Améyoviog el0ev
avTOV O maTnp avTod Kol éomAayyvicOn, Kol opaumv
Emémecey €Ml TOV TPOUYNAOV 00TOD Kol KOTEPIANGEV
adTdy. gime 88 avtd O vVidg mhtep, fpopTov i TOV
ovpovOV Kol EvOmOV cov, kol ovkétt gipl G&log
KAnOfjvar vidg cov. eine 8¢ 6 moTHP TPOC TOVG SoVAOVE
avtod  Efevéykate TNV OTOAMV TV TPOTV Kol
gvdloate avTOV, Kol 00TE SOKTUAIOV €ig TNV Yelpa
adTod Kol VTOONUOTO €I TOVG TOOAG, KOl EVEYKAVTES
TOV pooyov TOV outeutov  Bdoate, kol Qoyovieg
gvppaviduey, dTL 0DTOC 6 VIOC HOL VEKPOC MV Koi
avélnoev, kai damolmhdg MV Kol e0péon. Kol fpéavto
gvppaivesOor. "Hy 8& 6 vidg avtod 6 mpeoPorepog &v
ayp®d: kol og Epxopevog fyyioe Ti oikig, tjKovce
CLUHE®VING Kol XYopdV, Kol TPOCKAAEGAUEVOS EVa TOV
Taidmv Emuviaveto Ti £in Tadto. O 88 £lnev ovTd OTL O
a0eAPOC cov Tikel, Kol £0vceey O TATHP GOV TOV HOGKOV
TOV ortevtdv, 611 Dylaivovta adTov amélafev. wpyichn
8¢ ol odk f0ehev &iceldeiv. 6 obv mathp avTOd
8EeMOOV Tapekdiel avtov. O 8¢ dmoxpideic eine T®
atpl” 100V TocavTo €11 SOVAEV® GOl Kol OVOEMOTE
€vtoAv cov mopiikbov, kol €pol ovdémote EdmKag
Eprpov tva petd TV ilov pov goepavld- Ote ¢ O
vidg cov obtog, O KataEaydv cov TOV Plov petd
mopvév, NAOev, Educag adTd TOV HOGKOV TOV GLTEVTOV.
0 8¢ elnev adT®" TEKVOV, GV MAVTOTE PET’ &uod &l, kol
TavTo Ta U 64 E0TV' guPpavifjvar 08 Kol yapival
£de1, 611 O AdehdC Gov 0DTOg VEKpOG MV Kai dvélnce,
Kai AmolmAdg TV Kad evpéon.

The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who
had two sons; and the younger of them said to his
father, 'Father, give me the share of the property
that falls to me." And he divided his living between
them. Not many days later, the younger son
gathered all he had and took his journey into a far
country, and there he squandered his property in
loose living. And when he had spent everything, a
great famine arose in that country, and he began to
be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of
the citizens of that country, who sent him into his
fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed
on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave
him anything. But when he came to himself he said,
'How many of my father's hired servants have
bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with
hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will
say to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.'
And he arose and came to his father. But while he
was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed
him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to
his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on
his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let
us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead,
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And
they began to make merry. Now his elder son was
in the field; and as he came and drew near to the
house, he heard music and dancing. And he called
one of the servants and asked what this meant. And
he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has
received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and
refused to go in. His father came out and entreated
him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many
years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your
command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I
might make merry with my friends. But when this
son of yours came, who has devoured your living
with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!" And
he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and
all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make
merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead,
and is alive; he was lost, and is found."



HOLY CROSS

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Rev. Fr. Theodore Ehmer

IIpoiotauevog/Presiding Priest

Cell: 770.256.0290

Office Days: Tuesday through Friday: call or email Fr. for appointment
Holy Confession: call or email Fr. to schedule

E-mail: frtheodore@holycrossga.org

Bulletin for the week of February 12, 2023

Ushers on Duty: Sarah Drakopoulos, Joanna Patronis
Altar Servers: All Adult/Youth Servers

Video: Gray/David N.

Epistle Readers: Pete Tsamolias (Greek), Nadia Cazacu (English)
Fellowship Host (Thank You!): Maria McCluskey

Today our Holy Orthodox Church
commemorates:

+  Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Through the parable of today's Gospel, our Savior has set forth
three things for us: the condition of the sinner, the rule of
repentance, and the greatness of God's compassion. The divine
Fathers have put this reading the week after the parable of the
Publican and Pharisee so that, seeing in the person of the
Prodigal Son our own wretched condition -- inasmuch as we
are sunken in sin, far from God and His Mysteries -- we might
at last come to our senses and make haste to return to Him by
repentance during these holy days of the Fast.

Furthermore, those who have wrought many great iniquities,
and have persisted in them for a long time, oftentimes fall into
despair, thinking that there can no longer be any forgiveness
for them; and so being without hope, they fall every day into
the same and even worse iniquities. Therefore, the divine
Fathers, that they might root out the passion of despair from
the hearts of such people, and rouse them to the deeds of virtue,
have set the present parable at the forecourts of the Fast, to
show them the surpassing goodness of God's compassion, and
to teach them that there is no sin -- no matter how great it may
be -- that can overcome at any time His love for man.

+  Our Father among the Saints, Meletios, Archbishop
of Antioch (+381)

+ Our Devout Mother Maria of Alexandria (+6th
Century)

+ Our Devout Father Anthony, Archbishop of
Constantinople (+901)

+ The Holy Martyrs Saturninus and Plotinus (+304)

+ The Holy New Martyr Christos the Gardener
(+1748)

+ Our Devout Father Aethelwald,
Lindisfarne (+740)

Bishop of

By the intercessions of Your Saints, O God, have
mercy on us and save us. Amen.

ns of the Day in the
of St. John Chrysostom
(page 8 in the Pew Book):

Variable H
Divine Litur

e Weekly Resurrectional Hymn (Orte
xatnAbBeg, 2nd Mode):

When You descended unto death, O Lord
who yourself are immortal Life, then did
You mortify Hades by the lightning flash of
Your Divinity. Also when You raised the
dead from the netherworld, all the Powers
of the heavens were crying out: O Giver of
life, Christ our God, glory to You. (sung
before and after the Small Entrance)

e Hymn of the Holy Cross (Xwoov Kvpte,
15t Mode):

Save, O Lord, save your people and bless
Your inheritance. Give victory to those who
battle evil and protect us all by Your Holy
Cross. (sung in Greek and English)

e The Kontakion of the Sunday of the
Prodigal Son (Tng¢ matpwag, 34 Mode):

I revolted senselessly * out of Your fatherly
glory; * I have squandered sinfully * all of
the riches You gave me.* Hence to You,
using the Prodigal's words, I cry out,* I
have sinned before You, merciful loving
Father.* O receive me in repentance, * I
pray, and treat me * as one of Your hired
hands.

Guidance, Prayer Requests, and Announcements

This Week’s Daily Scripture Readings and
Fasting Guidance:
Sunday (2/12—No Fasting):
I Corinthians 6:12-20; Luke 15:11-32
Monday (2/13—No Fasting): I John 2:18-29, 3:1-8;
Mark 11:1-11
Tuesday (2/14—No Fasting): I John 3:9-22; Mark
14:10-42
Wednesday (2/15—Strict Fast): Philemon 1:1-25;
Mark 14:43-72, 15:1
Thursday (2/16—No Fasting):
5:1-21; Mark 15:1-15
Friday (2/17—St. Theodore Tyro—Wine+Qil):
II Timothy 2:1-10; Luke 20:46-47, 21:1-14
Saturday (2/18—Saturday of Souls—No Fasting):
I Thessalonians 4:13-17; Luke 21:8-9, 25-27, 33-36

Mark 16:1-8;

I John 4:20-21,

Prayer Requests:
Metropolitan Alexios, Fr. Symeon (mission priest

supported by our parish), Fr. Angelo, Panteleimon,
Michael, Eve, Kassiani, Michael, Dimitrios, Georgia,
Pavlos, Pete, Jill, Betty, David, Chris, Irene, Valerie,
Marina, Alexi, Chris, Dianna, Keith, Jeannie, Dawn,
Kenneth, Samuel, Hermione, Emmanuel, Mary,
Adrienne, Kay, Helen, Nikki, Sedky, Mena

Prayers for those recently reposed:
Cynthia (+December 25), Sharon (+December 28),
Louis (+January 16), Kay (+January 23)

Prayers for expecting mothers:

Prayers for Military Personnel and Their
Families:
Aubriana Butchko, Kyle Glotzbach, Robert Ice, Aaron
Vrahiotes, Aleksander Zajac

Prayers for our Catechumens and
Inquirers into the Orthodox Church:
Nate, Chad, Charlotte, Alexander, and pray for those
who are seeking Christ and His Church!

Weekly Wisdom of the Fathers:

St. Gregory Palamas on how the Devil influences us: “And
not many days after,” it says, “the younger son gather all
together, and took his journey into a far country” (Luke 15:13).
Why did [the Prodigal Son] not set off at once instead of a few
days after? The evil prompter, the devil, does not
simultaneously suggest to us that we should do what we like
and that we should sin. Instead he cunningly beguiles us little
by little, whispering, “Even if you live independently without
going to God’s Church or listening to the Church teacher, you
will still be able to see for yourself what your duty is and not
depart from what is good.” When he separates someone from
the divine services and obedience to the holy teachers (i.e. the
Church), he also distances him from God’s vigilance and
surrenders him to evil deeds. God is everywhere present. Only

one thing is far away from His goodness: evil. Being in the
power of evil through sin we set off on a journey far away from
God. As David says to God, “The evil shall not stand in thy
sight” (Ps. 5:5).

Upcoming Celebrations This Week

Name Days—Chronia Polla, Many Years!
February 17: Fr. Theodore Ehmer

Birthdays—Happy Birthday!
February 13: John Staurulakis
February 14: Justin Lane
February 16: Adam Kangas
February 18: Lincoln Wells

Anniversaries—Congratulations!
February 12: Cheryl and George Stefanis
February 14: Eleni and Norman Adams

(If you have a celebration that did not make it into the
bulletin, please e-mail Fr. Theodore!)

Announcements:
* Shut-Ins: If you know of anyone who is unable to come to
the Church because of illness, age, or any other reason, please
contact Fr. Theodore so that he can visit with them, pray with
them, and administer to them the Holy Mysteries.

* Philoptochos News: Next Philoptochos meeting will be
Sunday, February 19 after the Divine Liturgy. Philoptochos is
also taking a collection for the “Turkey and Syria Earthquake
Relief Fund.” May God bless those who are suffering and may
the memory be eternal of those who reposed in the
earthquakes.

* Blood Drive: Thank you to those who were able to give
blood earlier this month. Please mark your calendar for the
next few drives: March 2nd, May 24th and July 19th. Not able
to give blood but wish you could help? We are looking for
volunteers to help out with the drive (meeting the American
Red Cross to open the doors, setting up the main room, etc.),
please contact Natalia.

* YOUTH: GOYA meeting this Sunday! NEXT Sunday,
GOYAns will be participating in the IOCC’s National SOUPER
BOWL OF CARING event, collecting monetary donations (to
be sent to IOCC) and non-perishables (to be delivered to our
food bank) after Liturgy and in Coffee Hour. Please bring
donations if you’re able! Reminder: St. Photini Handmaidens
“Reboot” and Altar Server Workshop is on Sun 2/26!

* Congratulations and God’s Blessing to Aleksander Zajac
and Sophia Cantrell who were united in Holy Marriage
yesterday here at Holy Cross!

* As there are still coffee fellowship spots available, we are
seeking volunteers to host a second time. This is strictly on a
volunteer basis. We have established a fund for repeat hosts/
hostesses to aid in purchasing light food and beverages. Also,
if the high cost of groceries is a deterrent, we invite first-time
hosts/hostesses to use this fund. We welcome all
contributions. Thank you very much for your consideration!



